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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on rules governing FTAs/RTAs and DDA Update for SADC countries

	venue and dates
	Durban, South Africa, 5 – 8 October 2010

	Course description
	This workshop is designed to give an overview of the WTO disciplines relating to FTAs and RTAs in general, in the context of the preparations for a full-fledged FTA for SADC countries. The workshop will also give a thorough update of the Services and RTA negotiations in the DDA, which is relevant in view of the special role of services in the further integration of SADC into a full FTA. The workshop will be delivered, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, and will be resourced by WTO experts and their regional counterparts from SADC and its Member states.  

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will be expected to have acquired a good knowledge of key concepts regarding FTAs/RTAs, and their relevance in the context of the WTO disciplines on these subjects.  They will also be expected to have been thoroughly updated on the Services and FTA/RTA aspects of the on-going DDA negotiations. 

	Programme
	Programme

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in conjunction with SADC Secretariat and South Africa as host


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Burundi, Comoros, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, Seychelles, Swaziland, Sudan, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
Participating countries will be invited to nominate two officials. 



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
This activity will be implemented as part of the 2010-2011 TA Plan.   
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Introducing the Secretariat SADC Member States

Sustainable peace and securty inthe Region clusters Palfics, Defence, State Securty and Public Security under the
Directorste of Paltcs, Defence and Sectrty Coaperation (PDSC)
Trade Liberalisation and Ecanaric Development clusters Industry and Trade; Finance and Investment and Mining
under the Directorste: Trade, Industry, Finance anc Investmert. (LED)
Infrastructure Development to support Regional ntegration hs been clusteredtto nclude Transport, Communications
e Metecralogy: Energy; Tourism; Water under the Directorate Infrastructure and Services (1),
Food Securty clusters Crop prociiction; Food Agricure and Ntural Resources; Agricuural Researct Livestock
Procucton and Animl Disease Cartral, Inand Fisheries; Marine Fisheries and Resaurces, Forestry and Wiklite
under the Directorste of Food Agticultre and Netursl Resources (FANR
The Cross Cutting Issues of Skls development; HIY and AIDS; Human Resources Developmert; Employment and
Labour; Culure informtion and Sport, Health and Combating iict drug Trafficking, Science and Technology are
clusters under the Directorste of Socia and Human Development and Special Programimes (SHDASP)
Polcy, Planring, Resource Mobiisation and Sttitics are clustered under the Directorate of Policy Planning and
Resaurce Moblisation (PPEL
Corperste Support services are rendere by the Directorates of Budget and Finance (BSF) and the Directorate of Human
Resources and Adminisiration (HR&Adiin) whe nformation and Commurication Technologies i rendered by (CTL) and
legal counsel by the Legal Unit (LU) located in the Offce of the Depty Exective Secretary for Finance and Administation
(QDESFA). There are also other Crass-Sectoral Intervertion Areas rendered by Lits witin the Offie of the Execive.
Secretary (OES), thus, Inernal Audt (L), Merosconomic Survellence (USL), Puble Relations (PRL) and Gender
Development that s maniaged by the Gender Unt (GL).
t mullateral lsvel, SADC cortinues to enjoy mutually beneficial cosperation at Cortinertal and infernational level. In this
regrd, a the April 2006 Consuliaive Conference, SADC and s Internationsl Cooperating Pertners (CPs) adorted the.
\indhgek Declarsfon, whish s a Framework for a New Pertnership between SADC and s CPs.

This Destarstion encampasses the establshmert of Themstic Groups as a pltform to give afterton to specific priay by
‘SADC and ICPS iterested in particular areas an opportunty for pooing resources for implemerting specific programmes in
ereas of common iterest.
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WTO/SADC regional workshop
on the dda negotiations,
services and REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS 
Durban, South Africa, 5 - 8 October 2010

Draft Programme (Rev. 4)
tuesday, 5 october 2010

09.00 – 09.30
Opening ceremony
Representative of the WTO, Mr. Maarten SMEETS, Chief of Section, Technical Assistance Coordination Section, ITTC, WTO

Representative of the Southern African Development Community

Representative of the South African Government

09.30 – 10.30
An overview of the dda negotiations
· Key negotiating principles 

· Developments in the various negotiating areas
10.30 – 10.45
Coffee break

10.45 – 11.15
Trade in services:  review of key concepts 

· The context:  Trade in Services in the world economy 

· Services liberalization and developmental implications

11.15 – 12.30
 Architecture of the gats 

· Scope and coverage (definitions and modes of supply)

· Basic Obligations and disciplines

· Exceptions and other departures from MFN treatment
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch break
14.00 – 15.30
Principles and practice of scheduling specific commitments 

· Structure and significance of a services schedule

· Positive/negative list approach to scheduling

· The GATS approach to classification (W/120, CPC)

· Market Access (Article XVI) and National Treatment (Article XVII)

· Additional commitments (Article XVIII)

· Drafting terminology ("None", "unbound", "unbound, except")

· Horizontal/sector specific commitments
15.30 – 15.45
Coffee break 
15.45 – 17.00
Principles and practice of scheduling specific commitments (continuation)
17.00 – 18.00
Review exercises

wednesday, 6 october 2010

09.00 – 10.00
The sadc services protocol – state of play and way forward
10.00 – 10.45
Negotiating approaches 

Negotiations on the basis of request and offer process

· Strengths and weaknesses of other complementary formats for negotiations

10.45 – 11.00
Coffee break 
11.00 – 12.30
Practical exercises concerning scheduling of commitments

· Reading a services schedule (exercise based on excerpts of schedules from SADC Members)

12.30 – 14.00
Lunch break 
14.00 – 15.30
Practical exercises concerning scheduling of commitments (Continuation)

· Drafting a services schedule (Horizontal Section) 
15.30 – 15.45 
Coffee break
15.45 – 17.00
Practical exercises concerning scheduling of commitments (Continuation)

· Drafting a services schedule (2-3 services sectors to be determined)
thursday, 7 october 2010

08.45 – 10.30
The agriculture negotiations 

· Market Access:  Tiered formula, tariff capping, tariff simplification, special agricultural safeguard, special safeguard mechanism, special products, sensitive products and tariff quota expansion.
· Domestic support:  Overall Trade Distorting Support, Amber Box Support, Blue Box, Green Box, De Minimis, SDT for developing countries – Article 6.2 of the Agreement on Agriculture
· Export competition:  Export subsidies, export credits, state trading enterprises and food aid

· State of play in the negotiations 

10.30 – 10.45
Coffee break
10.45 – 12.30
Non-Agricultural Market Access (nama)
· Tariff reduction formula and formula-related issues

· Flexibilities for developing, least-developed countries and small and vulnerable economies

· Sectoral tariff approach
· Non tariff barriers
· State of play in the negotiations 
12.30 – 14.00
 Lunch break
14.00 –15.30
Development issues in the dda negotiations
· Overview of SDT provisions
· Negotiations pursuant to paragraph 44 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration
· Aid for Trade, Enhanced Integrated Framework, SDTF
· WTO Technical Assistance

15.30 – 15.45
Coffee break
15.45 – 17.00
Negotiations on rules, including fisheries subsidies
· Overview of the Anti-Dumping Agreement, Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures and the safeguards Agreement

· State of Play in the negotiations on anti-dumping, horizontal subsidies and fisheries subsidies

17.00 – 18.00
Negotiations on trade facilitation
· Importance of Trade Facilitation

· Review of Articles V, VIII and X of the GATT 1994

· Overview of members' proposals and developments in the negotiations

· State of play in the negotiations
friday, 8 october 2010

09.30 – 10.30
WTO rules governing regional trade agreements
· Overview of relevant WTO rules relating to Regional Trade Agreements: Article XXIV of the GATT 1994; Article V of the GATS; The Enabling Clause

· Overview of developments in the negotiations on RTAs (Transparency mechanism, substantive rules) 
10.30 – 10.45
Coffee break
10.45 – 12.00 
Overview of developments in other negotiating areas


This session will look at developments in the other negotiating areas, namely Trade and Environment, Dispute Settlement and TRIPS issues (TRIPS Register).
12.00 – 12.45
Recent experiences of trade policy reviews of sadc countries – sacu, malawi, zambia
12.45 – 13.00
Wrap-up session
__________

Activity Sheet
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