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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Seminar on Trade and Development for Asian  Economies 

	venue and dates
	Hanoi, Viet Nam, 9 to 11 November 2010 

	Course description
	This seminar is concerned with development-related issues in the WTO, and with the linkage between trade and development more generally. An overview will be provided of how the GATT/WTO system has evolved to take into account the interests and concerns of developing countries. Development-related issues currently being treated in the WTO will be presented and discussed, with particular attention paid to the work programme on special and differential treatment (S&D).  

The activity will be undertaken through a combination of lectures and interactive sessions, including simulation exercises. Participants will be encouraged to share their views and experiences on how trade can contribute to the development process.  

	Objectives
	The seminar aims to provide participants with an understanding of development-related issues in the WTO, in particular the work programme on S&D, and a greater appreciation of the linkage between trade and development.  It also aims to provide the participants with a greater awareness of the various factors that can enhance the developmental gains from trade.    

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Lao PDR, Macao China, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore,  Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and Viet Nam.

The officials are required to have responsibility for work relating to the WTO in general, and to developmental issues and S&D in particular.



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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WTO REGIONAL SEMINAR ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

HANOI, 9 – 11 NOVEMBER 2010
Day One – 9 November 2010
08:30 – 09:00
Registration and Administrative briefing

09:00 – 09:15
Opening Session - Welcome and Introductory Remarks
Representative from the Host Government

Representative from the World Trade Organization (WTO)

09:15 – 10:30
Session 1: Trade and development
An introductory discussion on the development dimension of world trade, including the broad objectives that the global community set out to fulfil through the multilateral trading system.


Presenter: WTO
10:30 – 10:45 
Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:00
Session 2: The development dimension of the DDA negotiations

An overview of the development dimension of the Doha Round of negotiations; why it was 
launched, what were the main concerns of developing countries, what Ministers mandated at 
Doha.


Presenter: WTO

12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break
13:00 – 14:15
Session 3: The Doha negotiations – regional considerations 

Presentation on some of the specific interests and concerns of Asian developing economies in the Doha Round of negotiations.


Presenter: Regional resource person
14:15 – 14:30 
Coffee Break
14:30 – 16:00
Session 4: Regional trade agreements and development

A look at the various regional trade agreements (RTAs) in Asia, their potential benefits to 
developing economies, and the interplay of RTAs with the multilateral trading system.


Presenter: Regional resource person
Day Two – 10 November 2010
09:00 – 10:15
Session 1: The S&D work programme
The Doha Ministerial Conference adopted an ambitious agenda with developmental issues as its core focus.  The S&D work programme remains central to this agenda.  What progress has been made on this issue; what is the current status; and what is the likely way forward.


Presenter: WTO   
10:15 – 10:30
Coffee Break
10:30 – 12:30
Session 2: Case study on the S&D work programme    


In an attempt to familiarize participants with the work of the Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development participants will be given a case study based on proposals that have been tabled during the negotiations on S&D.

Coordinators: WTO
12:30 – 13:30 
Lunch Break
13:30– 14:45
Session 3: The Aid for Trade initiative
Aid for Trade is considered an important tool in assisting developing and least developed countries to better integrate into, and benefit from, the multilateral trading system. This session 
will be dedicated to understanding better what Aid for Trade is all about.


Presenter: WTO 
14:45 – 15:00 
Coffee Break
15:00 – 16:15
Session 4: The Aid for Trade initiative (cont'd)  
This purpose of this session is to highlight the regional dimension of Aid for Trade. Examples of Aid for Trade activities in Asia will be provided.


Presenter: Regional resource person
 
Day Three – 11 November 2010
09:00 – 10:30
Session 1: The development dimension of the Agriculture and NAMA negotiations

Overview and status of the Agriculture and the Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA) negotiations, highlighting in particular the developmental aspects.


Presenter: WTO  
10:30 – 10:45
Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:00
Session 2: Other developmental issues in the WTO    

This session will provide an overview of some of the other developmental issues currently 
being treated in the WTO, including the work of the Committee on Trade and Development, 
the Sub-Committee on LDCs and the Working Group on Trade and Transfer of Technology.


Presenter: WTO
12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break
13:00– 14:15
Session 3: The Doha Round – the way forward
Briefing and discussion on the expected way forward in the negotiations.


Presenters:  WTO and regional resource person
14:15 – 15:00
Concluding Session 

Wrap-up and feedback from participants.
Activity Sheet








