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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Trade Facilitation Regional Workshop for Central and Eastern European, Central Asian and Middle Eastern Countries

	venue and dates
	Istanbul, Turkey; 20-24 September, 2010

	Course description
	This workshop will consist of presentations and discussions on the measures currently being negotiated in the WTO Trade Facilitation negotiations.  Most of the sessions of this "study-tour" style workshop will be taught by expert officials from the Turkish Customs or other Turkish government agencies.   A visit of a port will allow participants to see the trade facilitation measures in action.  

	Objectives
	The aim of this workshop is to provide customs officials that are involved in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations with an enhanced understanding of:  

1)  the implementation requirements for the technical measures being negotiated as well as potential issues and how they can be overcome; 2) their country's special and differential treatment requirements for each measure being negotiated; 

3) their country's technical assistance needs for all relevant measures.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO Trade Facilitation Section in cooperation with the Government of Turkey


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Afghanistan (Observer), Albania  Armenia,  Azerbaijan (Observer),  Belarus (Observer),  Bosnia and Herzegovina (Observer),  Croatia,  Georgia,  Iran (Observer),  Israel,  Kazakhstan (Observer),  Kyrgyz Republic, Macedonia FYR,  Moldova,  Montenegro (Observer),  Russian Federation (Observer),  Serbia (Observer),  Tajikistan (Observer),  Ukraine (Observer),  Uzbekistan (Observer),  Bahrain,  Iraq,  Jordan,  Kuwait,  Lebanon,  Oman,  Qatar,  Saudi Arabia,  Syria,  United Arab Emirates,  Yemen

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 



REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR WTO MEMBER AND OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

ON THE TRADE FACILITATION NEGOTIATIONS
AGENDA
	Objectives:  At the end of the course participants will be able to:

· Participate more effectively in the trade facilitation negotiations of the proposed technical measures and special and differential treatment..

· Gain a deeper understanding of the proposed measures, possible implementation issues, time and resources needed to implement, and benefits of implementation.



Day 1______________________________________________________________________
8:30 – 9:00
Registration 

9:00 -9:30
Opening Ceremony 



-     Welcome from host country

· 2 minute speech from WTO

· Opening speech from high-level official from host country

9:30- 10:00
Course and Participant Introductions

10:00-11:15
Session 1:  Review of WTO System and Trade Facilitation Negotiations


- Review of WTO Basic principles



- Trade Facilitation in the context of the WTO and the Doha Round


- The negotiating mandate – General Overview of Members' Proposals in Draft



   Consolidated Negotiating Text



- Special and Differential Treatment State of Play



- Overall Trade Facilitation Negotiation State of Play



Speaker:
WTO Secretariat 
	Objective:  To provide a brief review of WTO negotiations and the current state of play including the current negotiation proposals.  Participants are expected to have prior knowledge of the areas covered.


11:15-11:30
Coffee Break

11:30-12:30
Session 2: Working Group Exercise



-  Participants will identify the importance of trade facilitation and what they hope to learn from this workshop
12:30 – 1:30
Lunch

1:30-2:45
Session 3:  The Benefits of Trade Facilitation



- Overview of host country’s trade facilitation program and why undertaken



- Role of Customs, other agencies, private sector



- Benefits realized



- Affect on business



- Approach to WTO negotiations


Speakers:  Host Country Specialist and Private Sector and Focal Point 

	Objective:  To provide the perspective of a country that is already implementing most of the proposed trade facilitation measures and the perspective from the private sector using the measures.


2:45 – 3:00
Coffee Break

3:00 -  3:45 
Session 4:  Review of GATT Article X Proposed Measures



- Review of Articles 1-5 of the Draft Consolidated Negotiating Text (CT)



Speaker:
WTO Secretariat 
3:45-4:45 
Session 5:  Implementation of GATT Article X Proposed Measures



- Publication issues- (Article 1.1 of CT) - what is published, how often, how available, interval before entry into force, prior comments from stakeholders – what and how published, how taken into consideration, sample copy of advance publications provided; consultations with stakeholders



- Internet publication – (Article 1.2 of CT) - - information provided, costs, coordination frequency and costs of updates, etc.  Demonstration of webpage.




Speakers:  Specialists from host country  
4:45-5:30
Session 6:  Sharing of Experiences 



- Countries implementing the measures discussed will be asked to share their 



experience with implementation.  Countries not implementing can raise issues and 



Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat

Objective:  Provide practical information on the implementation requirements for these measures including potential issues and benefits.
Day 2______________________________________________________________________
9:00 -11:45
Session 1:  Implementation of GATT Article X Proposed Measures –continued



-Advance Rulings – (Article 3 of CT) -regulations (topics covered, how revoked, 

   

    publication, application to other importers, etc.)



-Right of appeal (Article 4.1 of CT) - (official from ministry of justice) describing 



   appeal procedures,- administrative and independent tribunal or court.



-Enquiry point (visit if possible) (Article 1.3 of CT) -  how information provided and 


 
    updated, equipment needed, etc



-Import Alert System (if one exists) (Article 5.1 of CT) 



-Detention –  (Article 5.2 of CT) - notification provided to importer- especially for 



   food imports



-Test procedures –  (Article 5.3 of CT) - right of importer to obtain second test after 



   adverse finding 


Speakers:
Specialists from host country  - Customs and Agriculture

11:45-12:30
Session 2:  Sharing of Experiences 



- Countries implementing the measures discussed will be asked to share their 



experience with implementation.  Countries not implementing can raise issues and 



concerns.


Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat
Objective:  Provide practical information on the implementation requirements for these measures including potential issues and benefits.
12:30 – 1:30
Lunch 

1:30- 2:30 
Session 3:  GATT Article VIII Proposed Measures


- Review of Article VIII issues using Draft Consolidated Negotiating text



- Participants will share information on barriers to implementation to these articles as 



   specified in the results of their countries needs assessments.


Speaker:
WTO Secretariat 
2:30 – 4:45
Session 4:  Implementation of GATT Article VIII Proposed Measures (Coffee Break during session -3:45- 4:00)



- Introduction of Articles 



- Fees  - (Article 6.1 of CT) - (calculation of fees, reason for fees, elimination when 



   no longer necessary, publication (if not covered on day 1))



- Penalty provisions - (Article 6.2 of CT) (publication, time limits for imposition, 



   basis of amount, what happens to funds collected, possibility of mitigation, right to



   appeal)


- Formalities- (Articles 10.1 and 10.2 of CT) -  (overview of formalities-  how often


   reviewed, how streamlined)


-Separating release from clearance –(Article 7.2 of CT) -  time limit, type of 



  guarantees


-Right to return rejected goods to importer – (Article 10.10 of CT) - (laws, 


   regulations, why, types of goods, where they are exported to)



-Single Window – demonstration if possible- if one exists.  (Article 10.5 of CT) - If 


   not problems in attempting single window



-Customs Brokers- (Article 10.7 of CT) -  licensing requirements- information on 


   right of import to import with out broker- statistics of how often this occurs



Speakers:
Specialists from host country – Customs, Customs Brokers 




Association 

4:45-5:30
Session 5:  Sharing of Experiences 



- Countries implementing the measures discussed will be asked to share their 



experience with implementation.  Countries not implementing can raise issues and 



concerns.


Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat
Objective:  Provide practical information on the implementation requirements for these measures including potential issues and benefits.
Day 3______________________________________________________________________
9:00 -11:45
Session 1:  Implementation of GATT Article VIII Proposed Measures – 


Continued  (10:30-10:45 Coffee Break )



- Pre-arrival processing – (Article 7.1 of CT) - how it works, regulations, frequency 



    of use, benefits to customs and importer,  problems in implementing


Expedited shipments - (Article 7.7 of CT) -  how it works, regulations, types of 



  companies/shipments that use, problems in implementing


- Risk management – (Article 7.3 of CT) - establishing a unit, keeping profiles up to



    date, implementing


-Post-Clearance Audit – (Article 7.4 of CT) - how conducted, who makes up audit 



   team, regulations, preparing the importer for the audit, how select importer,  what is 



   done with results


- Establishment and publication of average release and clearance times – (Article 7.5 



    of CT) -  what are average times, parameters used in calculation, how publicized.



Speakers:
Specialists from host country  - Customs officials

11:45-12:30
Session 2:  Sharing of Experiences 



- Countries implementing the measures discussed will be asked to share their 



experience with implementation.  Countries not implementing can raise issues and 



concerns.


Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat
Objective:  Provide practical information on the implementation requirements for these measures including potential issues and benefits.
12:30 – 1:30
Lunch (longer time will have to be given if participants are not provided lunch) 

1:30- 2:30   
Session 3:  GATT Article V Proposed Measures 



- Review of Article V issues using Draft Consolidated Negotiating text


- Participants will share information on barriers to implementation to these articles as 



   specified in the results of their countries needs assessments.


Speaker:  WTO Secretariat 
2:30 – 4:45
Session 4:  Implementation of GATT Article V Proposed Measures

-Transit fees and formalities (Article 11.4 and 11.5 of CT) - (calculation of fees,    

   overview of formalities-  how often review,  how streamlined, any transit 
   restrictions and reasons for) 


-Bonded transport regime and guarantees – (Article 11.6 of CT) -  describe types of 


   guarantees, how  guarantee is released, banking system needed



- Regional Transit arrangements (Article 11.7 of CT)


-Coordination amongst authorities and between authorities and private sector 



   (Article 11.8 of CT)



Speaker(s):
Specialists from host country  Transport and/or Customs officials
(Coffee Break in between sessions)

4:45-5:30
Session 5:  Sharing of Experiences 



- Countries implementing the measures discussed will be asked to share their 



experience with implementation.  Countries not implementing can raise issues and 



concerns.


Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat
Objective:  Provide practical information on the implementation requirements for these measures including potential issues and benefits.
Day 4______________________________________________________________________


Port Visit 

	Objective:  Let participants see first hand how the measures are implemented.  Provide an opportunity to ask questions of the officers and private sector at each stage of an importation.


Day 5______________________________________________________________________
9:00-10:00   
Session 1:  National Trade Facilitation Committee or Task Force



- Article 14 of Draft Consolidated Text


- Coordination between government agencies



-  Private sector participation


- Development of a work plan



-  How the capital advises the Geneva negotiator


Speaker(s):
Coordinator of task force in host country
10:00-10:15
Coffee Break

10:15 – 10:45
Session 2:  Sharing of Experience with Task Force and Preparation for NGTF



Facilitator:
WTO Secretariat
10:45 - 12:30   
Session 3:  Working Group Exercise on Trade Facilitation Committee

Objective:  Provide practical information on how to organize an effective task force including how to gain more participation between all agencies, private sector and Geneva negotiator as well as how to plan for support for implementation of the proposed measures.
12:30 – 1:00
Session 4:  Workshop Evaluation   

1:00  –  1:30
Closing Ceremony
Activity Sheet
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