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WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENT-RELATED PRIVATE STANDARDS, CERTIFICATION AND LABELLING REQUIREMENTS 

(Opening Remarks)
Harsha V. Singh, Deputy Director General 

Good morning.  It is my pleasure to welcome you to this Workshop on Environment-related Private Standards, Certification and Labelling Requirements.  I would like to welcome you all, in particular, those of you who join us for the first time at the WTO, and those who have come from afar. I hope this Workshop will be productive and useful for you.  

Environment-related private standards, certification and labelling schemes are becoming a common phenomenon in the market place.  These could be used as tools to inform consumers about the environmental conditions under which products have been produced.  Various studies have suggested these standards and technical requirements are increasingly being used in the context of global business to business practices.  
They may be driven, amongst other factors, by consumer demands and expectations regarding processes and production methods that affect the environment.  Some of them extend to cover other sustainability elements, including labour conditions and animal welfare.  
Using consumer purchasing power to push producers into sustainable production conditions has been identified as a goal.  A firm's reputation with respect to caring for the environment and corporate social responsibility is also considered to be another reason for the increase use of these standards and labelling schemes.
Studies have also indicated that in a number of sectors, environment-related private standards are increasingly mandatory for accessing the global value chain.  These standards can impact on market access, affecting revenues and competitiveness.  This is particularly the case for small and medium producers in developing countries who lack the resources to overcome, for instance, their human, capital and infrastructural constraints.  For this reason, technical cooperation and capacity building are essential to enabling these challenges to evlove into market access opportunities.     
Within the WTO tool box, there are rules that provide disciplines for the preparation, adoption and application of standards, labelling requirements and certification procedures.  These can be found in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement).  These rules aim to minimize unnecessary trade barriers generated by standards and certification requirements through main WTO principles such as non-discrimination, harmonization and transparency.           

The objective of this Workshop is to provide an opportunity for delegations to deepen their knowledge and understanding of recent developments in voluntary environment-related private standards.  It will also provide a forum for an exchange of knowledge, drawing from experience and work and studies carried out in this area by various international organizations.  

After a brief introduction to the subject of private standards, the Workshop will focus on information gathering through examples of environment-related private standards, certification and labelling schemes in four sectors, namely, fisheries, coffee, horticulture and forestry sectors, where private standards are commonly used.  Information will be provided regarding common practice and recent developments on private standards in the four sectors, as well as the environmental and sustainable development objectives of the schemes, their standard development processes, conformity assessment procedures, and involvement of stakeholders.  Perspectives of standard developers, standard users, as well as exporters and producers from developing countries will be heard.  

Following information gathering through the cases, there will be a round table discussion on main challenges and opportunities.  Four issues will be taken up, namely, transparency and standard development processes;  (ii) proliferation and harmonization;  (iii) environmental impact and effectiveness;  and (iv) technical cooperation and capacity building.  The Workshop will be concluded with briefings on the relevant rules and work in the TBT and SPS Committees.            

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all speakers and discussants who have joined us today.  We have experts from the private sector, NGOs and IGOs.  We are very grateful that you have come to share your knowledge and experience in private standards, certification and labelling requirements.  I believe the information we gather today will be useful to deepen our understanding of private standards, and could provide valuable background for delegations should they wish to discuss this subject further in relevant WTO committees.        

Today, you will have a full program.  I thank you for your attention. I wish you a enlightening Workshop and, for those of you who are visiting, a pleasant stay here in Geneva.
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