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How does it fit in the wider Investment Policy Context 



What is Investment Facilitation: the Concept              
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UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu for Investment Facilitation: the Content 



UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu for Investment Facilitation: based on extensive 

experience and policy analysis; incorporates multi-stakeholder feedback 

• UNCTAD’s World Investment Reports (WIRs) have emphasized the importance of IF since 
the 1990s 

• IF contained in the June 2012 and July 2015 editions of UNCTAD’s Investment Policy 
Framework for Sustainable Development (IPFSD) 

• June 2015 – UNCTAD’s Roadmap for IIA Reform highlights IF as a key area for reform 

• January 2016 – pre-launch of the Global Action Menu for multi-stakeholder consultations  

• June 2016 – UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu officially launched as part of WIR16 

• July 2016 – UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu central part of UNCTAD 14 and the 5th World 
Investment Forum (WIF) in Nairobi, Kenya  

• September 2016 – UNCTAD publishes an updated Action Menu, incorporating the WIF 
feedback  

• December 2016 – UNCTAD publishes a review of national and international policy 
practices in IF  

• December 2016 – UNCTAD’s Global Action Menu endorsed by 63rd Session of the Trade 
and Development Board, Geneva  

 



How to advance the cause… 
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Investment facilitation elements in National Investment Laws 

20%

13%

1%

One-stop-shops

Transparency

Dispute prevention

Based on an UNCTAD survey of 111 investment laws 



Investment facilitation elements in National Investment Laws 

Based on an UNCTAD survey of 111 investment laws 

Number Share 

1. Government transparency 
15 14% 

• Obligation to make all laws and regulations pertaining to investments publicly available  15 14% 

• Collaborate  with investors and provide all relevant information 6 5% 

• Hold public consultations before changes in investment policy 1 1% 

2. Application of the law 
68 61% 

Clarification of applicability of the law to pre-existing investments. 



Investment facilitation elements in National Policy Measures 
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Source: UNCTAD Investment Policy Monitor database 



Investment facilitation elements in IIAs 

 

Source: UNCTAD IIA Mapping Project 
Note: Based on 2,346 BITs signed between 1968 and 2016 



A  wider  range  of  facilitation-related  clauses  is gradually making 

its way  into  modern investment agreements 
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Information portals for investors and online single windows: key 

investment facilitation tools 
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In conclusion… 

• Investment facilitation is a systemic gap in both national investment 
policies and in IIAs 

• Many countries have significant room for improvement in the provision of 
online investor information and single windows for administrative 
procedures relevant to investors 

• UNCTAD's Global Action Menu for Investment Facilitation is intended to fill 
this systemic gap and to spur the debate on concerted global action on 
investment facilitation, with a view to mobilizing investment for 
sustainable development 



THANK YOU! 


