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Panel H:  Challenges for future trade in telecommunications – WTO implications
Moderator:  Mr. Harsha V. Singh, Deputy Director-General, WTO
Harsha Vardhana Singh completed his Masters in Economics from Delhi in 1979 and went to the University of Oxford (U.K.) as a Rhodes Scholar from India to obtain his M.Phil. and Ph.D. in Economics.  He worked as consultant with the Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices (Government of India) in New Delhi, and ILO and UNCTAD in Geneva before joining the GATT Secretariat.  Mr. Singh worked for 12 years in the GATT/WTO Secretariat, in various parts of the organization, including the Office of the WTO Director General (1996-97), the Trade and Environment and Technical Barriers to Trade Division (1995-96), Rules Division (1991-95), Trade Policy Review Division (1989-1991), and the Economic Research and Analysis Unit (1985-1989).  The work covered diverse areas such as servicing Committees in the area of GATT Rules, secretary of dispute settlement panels, Uruguay Round negotiations, interacting with other agencies, and a range of other activities in the Director General’s office including co-ordination of in-house activities and those involving other multilateral organizations.  
In June 1997, Mr. Singh joined the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) as Economic Advisor, in the year when the Telecom Regulatory Body was established by the Government of India to strengthen the regulatory process and telecom policy reform in the country.  Since May 2001, Mr. Singh has been the Secretary cum Principal Advisor of the TRAI.  In this capacity, he was Head of the TRAI Secretariat, and was involved in all policy initiatives of TRAI, and all interactions of TRAI with national and international agencies/bodies, including multilateral agencies, regulatory bodies, the relevant bodies in the Government and the Indian Parliament.  During this period, Mr. Singh was also a member of several High Level Committees to address various policy issues, and has served as Chair of dispute settlement panels of the WTO.  He has also been a member of various trade advisory committees of the Indian government and has worked on the Foreign Trade Policy of India.  He has interacted with a number of research Bodies.  Recently, he became an Honorary Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), and a member of the visiting faculty at the TERI School of Advanced Studies for their Masters programme in Regulatory Studies.  He has authored a number of papers on trade policy and regulatory issues.  Mr. Singh is married to Veena Jha and has two children.
Dr. Peter F. Cowhey, Associate Vice Chancellor - International Affairs, Dean, School of International Relations and Pacific Studies, University of California, San Diego, United States
Dr. Cowhey's major fields of research are international political economy, comparative foreign policy, and international relations theory. Until 1994 Dr. Cowhey was the Chief of the International Bureau of the FCC where he was in charge of all policy and licensing for International telecommunications services, including all satellite issues and licensing for the FCC. He also was responsible for the FCC's participation in the work of the ITU and in regard to the setting of international standards. Prior to becoming Bureau Chief he was the Commission's Senior Counselor for International Economic and Competition Policy. He oversaw the FCC' program for providing regulatory advice to other countries and represented the FCC at the G-7 and APEC ministerials on the global information society. From 1994 through 1997 he led the Commission's work in the WTO negotiations on basic telecommunications services and new competition rules for international telecom Services (including the Internet). 

His current research includes the political determinants of foreign policy, the reorganization of the global communications and information industries, and the future of foreign trade and investment rules in the Pacific Rim. His extensive research and writings on international telecommunications markets and regulation have been supported by such research institutes as the World Bank, the Council on Foreign Relations, the American Enterprise Institute, the Brookings Institution, the Markle Foundation, and the Twentieth Century Fund. His books include: The Problems of Plenty: Energy Policy and International Politics; When Countries Talk: International Trade in Telecommunications Services ( with J.Aronson); Managing the World Economy: The Consequences of Corporate Alliances (with J. Aronson); and Structure an Policy in Japan and United States ( co-edited with Mathew McCubbins). 

Professor Cowhey has been an International Affairs Fellow of the Council of Foreign Relations and the Rockefeller Foundation, and a member of the editorial and advisory boards of several scholarly journals and research institutes. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Pacific Council on International Affairs. Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley, 1977; M.A. University of California, Berkeley, 1971; B.S. F. S. Georgetown University, 1970 ( Foreign Service). 

Mr. Muhammad Hanafiah Abdul Rashid, Director - International, Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore
Hanafiah presently serves as Director of the International Division at the Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (IDA).  Hanafiah represents the Singapore Government at international ICT governmental platforms, including the APEC Telecommunications & Information Working Group, the Asia Pacific Telecommunity, the ASEAN Telecommunications & IT Meetings, the ASEAN Telecommunications Regulators’ Council, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the World Trade Organization (WTO).  His focus is on international ICT-related issues which include trade and investment liberalization and effective policy and regulatory frameworks for ICT and e-commerce.  In the last decade he has negotiated the telecommunications and e-commerce provisions under a number of Singapore’s bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with the United States, India, Japan, Korea, Australia, the EFTA States and Jordan.  Hanafiah also leads Singapore’s telecommunications, information technology, electronic commerce and postal and courier services negotiations at the WTO Doha round and chaired an informal grouping at the WTO called the Friends of Telecommunications Services for 3 years.  His career in the public sector has spanned positions in the Ministry of Information and the Arts, the Ministry of National Development and the Public Works Department.  Hanafiah studied electrical engineering and holds a Masters of Arts degree from Cambridge University, UK.
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