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I. Background Information about Legal Services

II. The IBA’s Prior GATS Work:
(a) Terminology Commonly Used by the IBA:  Full License; Limited License; and Foreign Legal Consultant or FLC.
(b) IBA Resolutions 1998-2001:

(i) 1998 Resolution on Core Values of the Legal Profession (cited in S/C/W/43). 

(ii) 1998 Resolution on Principles for Establishment of Foreign Lawyers (sent to the WTO).
(iii) 1998 Resolution on Regulation of Multidisciplinary Practice Between Lawyers and Non-Lawyers (cited in S/C/W/43). 

(iv) 2001 Resolution Adopting Principles For Mutual Recognition Agreements For Legal Services (sent to the WTO).
(c) February 2002 Visit and July 2002 Education Seminar for WTO Members. 
(d) IBA GATS Handbook: available at http://www.ibanet.org/pdf/gats.pdf.
III. May 2003 IBA GATS Forum:
(e) Purpose:  to respond to the WTO’s  December 2002 questions about extending the Accountancy Disciplines to the legal profession.
(f) Attendance:  from 6 continents, possibly 90 people from 60 bar associations.
(g) Result:  Led to unanimous Sept. 2003 IBA resolutions.
IV. September 2003 IBA Resolutions on "Terminology" and the "Accountancy Disciplines":  available at:  http://www.ibanet.org/aboutiba/resolutions.asp
V. Questions the IBA did not consider:
(h) Are additional "Disciplines" necessary?

(i) Should the legal profession have its own "Disciplines"?

(j) If the legal profession drafted its own "Disciplines", what would they look like?
VI. Specific Changes the IBA Recommends Be Made to the Accountancy Disciplines if they are Applied to the Legal Profession – see IBA Annotations to S/L/64.
VII. Conclusion:
(k) IF the Accountancy Disciplines are applied to the legal profession, certain changes should be made.
(l) The IBA urges countries to consult their legal professions.
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