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INTRODUCTION

Thank you. I am pleased and honored to represent the UIA at this workshop.

My presentation consists of four parts:

- First, an introduction to the UIA;

- Second, a few comments on the global practice of architecture;

- Third, a summary of our views regarding the applicability of the Accountancy Disciplines to architects; and

- Fourth, some examples of what the UIA has, and is, doing that relates to the subject of this workshop.

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ARCHITECTS

Fifty-seven years ago representatives of national professional bodies came together to form the International Union of Architects.  Today with a Paris secretariat, the Union consists of 92 Member Sections representing over one-million architects throughout the world.

While nearly all of these architects are legally licensed to practice architecture, in the context of this workshop it has to be noted that most of the UIA member sections are not the national regulatory body for the licensure of architects in their country.  There are a number of member sections that do serve both functions.  Such regulatory bodies are separate legal entities established by public law.

Approximately fifteen percent of the countries represented in the Union do not have national laws or regulations requiring the domestic licensure of architects.

There is no international organization that brings together the national regulatory bodies.

GLOBAL PRACTICE OF ARCHITECTURE

Architects having been practicing internationally for a long period of time. The period since the early 1990’s has seen a continued rapid expansion in the provision of cross-border services in architecture.  This has been generated in large part by the globalization of the businesses, investments and interests of what had historically been domestic clients.  The increasing use of architectural competitions to select and award major public and private commissions has also made a contribution to this increased global activity.  

In my adult lifetime the practice of architecture has been transformed by jet plane travel, computers, the internet, non-stop advances in computer programming, digital cameras, and cell phones.  The application of these technologies has enabled architects to provide services around the world.  Many architectural offices, with their expanding network of off-shore offices, now operate on a virtual 24 hour per day basis.
The out-sourcing of defined architectural production services to partner offices in foreign countries is now being recognized as a significant trend with a yet not fully understood future.

Coupled with the global changes in individual architectural practices are the ongoing restructuring of national professional bodies.  This development is particularly evident in countries which have become newly independent and are moving towards a free market economy.
In this rapidly changing global economic environment, there are too many UIA sections that have little, if any, history of dealing with their national trade ministries.  While the UIA is working to change this situation, it is still dependent on the individual UIA sections taking the initiative in their own country.  Fortunately there are several sections that have been aggressive in establishing a working relationship with such ministries.  With the goal of stimulating more such activity, the UIA Commission has begun a series of published case studies to document how they have done it and the results it has produced.  A few architects are now included within their WTO delegations.

UIA VIEWS REGARDING THE ACCOUNTANCY DISCIPLINES

The UIA believes the Disciplines on Domestic Regulation in the Accountancy Sector can be adapted to serve as a document for the domestic regulation of architects.  The UIA stands ready to assist and support such an effort in what ever manner appropriate.
That said, I would offer our specific views in two categories – first, elements in the existing disciplines which we view as needing specific attention, and second, some points missing in the existing disciplines that are not applicable to accountants but are to the regulation of architects.
The Existing Discipline
Under Section II - General Provisions
As used in the “Background Information” we would prefer the use of the phrase “...not more burdensome or trade restrictive than necessary.”  We note that the discipline’s current wording  is limited to just “...not more trade-restrictive than necessary...”
In many countries, the laws governing the regulation of architects are based on the legal foundation of the protection of public health, safety and welfare.  This legal concept should be recognized in this statement.
There are instances where it is illegal for a foreign architect to go to another country, without a project commission, and seek architectural commissions without being legally registered as an architect in that country.  This should be addressed in the disciplines.


Under Section III - Transparency

In order to be effective, this discipline will require the development and explanation of a process by which WTO member countries are to execute it. As I noted in my introductory remarks there is no international organization of national architectural regulators to facilitate this discipline.

Under Section IV - Licensing Requirements

In some countries, residency requirements are embedded in the law and in a few instances, the constitution.  It is onerous for architects from a WTO member country to practice independently in another member’s jurisdiction with a residency requirement for licensing.  This point is also found under Section VII - Qualification Procedures. 

Points Missing in the Existing Discipline

While we believe the structure of the approach is pertinent to the regulation of architects, it does not include a number of parameters specific to the practice and regulation of architects.  While the competencies and practice of accountancy worldwide might be more or less similar, this is not the case for architectural practice and registration.
General Observations
Issues such as social context, legal environment, level of economic development, environmental aspects and historical and cultural aspects all have a direct impact on the way domestic architectural services are provided and in turn regulated. 
There are a number of other topics specific to the practice of architecture that also bear on the domestic regulation of architects.  Among these we would include: intellectual property protection, professional indemnity insurance, ethics and conduct, specific procurement procedures and the manner in which the construction industry is organized and operates in relation to the practice of architecture.
Not all WTO member countries have a legal definition of an architect and/or of the practice of architecture.  As noted in my introduction, 15% of surveyed countries do not register architects or have a regulated practice of architecture.
With regard to specific sections:
Section II - General Provisions
Paragraph 2.  We recommend that the policies and recommended guidelines applicable to the domestic regulation of architects found in the UIA Accord on Recommended International Standards of Professionalism in Architectural Practice be cited as a reference.  A majority of the Accord’s policies have a bearing on issues related to the domestic regulation of architects. 
Section III – Transparency
Paragraph 4.  In addition to information on technical standards, we believe it is necessary to add information on the public laws governing the licensing and regulation of architects.
Paragraph 6.  This discipline should be modified to reflect situations where countries find it necessary to enact emergency safeguard measures, i.e. in response to a national catastrophic event such as an earthquake, and thus where it is not possible to provide for a comment period.


Section IV - Licensing Requirements

Paragraphs 9 and 10. Residency requirement and membership in a professional organization - The UIA Accord includes a Policy for Practice in a Host Nation and a related Recommend Guideline that specifically addresses these two disciplines. 


Section VI. Qualification Requirements

Paragraph 19.  Although currently limited to a few countries, the legal requirement of a licensed architect being required to participate in continuing professional education in order to maintain her/his license is beginning to be applied more broadly.  This new dimension of continuing education needs to be recognized as a discipline.  The UIA Accord has a policy and a recommended guideline addressing this subject.

Paragraph 21. Mutual recognition agreements - The UIA Professional Practice Commission has just adopted at their meeting earlier this month a Recommendation on Mutual Recognition Agreements.

As a service to WTO member countries, we recommend that this discipline have a reference annex identifying all of the existing bilateral and multi-lateral mutual recognition agreements and practice in a host nation agreements in effect and a key contact for each .

Section VIII - Technical Standards

Paragraph 25.  We would suggest that “professional” standards are a more appropriate reference than “technical” standards as applied to the domestic regulation of architects.
Points 25 and 26.  Again, as related to the domestic regulation of architects, we recommend specific reference to applicable provisions of the UIA Accord and the accompanying Recommended Guidelines.

Other Suggestions
 
We would suggest that it would be useful to have a statement describing how the WTO disciplines related to the regulation of architects would be promoted to WTO member countries and their regulatory bodies responsible for architects.

National professional and regulatory bodies from a number of countries have been negotiating mutual recognition agreements.  From this comes a body of experience that is now producing some new thinking and approaches to how two or more countries might go about licensing one another’s architects.
The most significant is the concept of “equivalency”.  Experience is showing that it requires the investment of enormous amounts of time, money and energy to document an applicant’s credentials to sit for a licensing examination in a foreign country.  An alternative approach is being developed that would recognize the combined equivalency of: a) an accredited architectural degree; b) a license to practice architecture; c) a defined minimum period of demonstrated professional achievement; and d) a clean legal record to qualify an applicant for licensure in a country having entered into a mutual recognition agreement.

UIA RELATED ACTIVITIES

Since 1994 the UIA has been particularly active in the subject of domestic regulation of architects.

Ten years ago two forces converged to create a new international working entity within the UIA – the Professional Practice Commission.  The first was recognition by many UIA member sections that the Uruguay Round was going to have a long term major impact on the cross-border provision of architectural services.

The second was a finding by the Architectural Society of China.  In the course of restructuring their architectural profession – education, licensure and professional practice – they undertook a comprehensive survey of the world’s major national architectural systems.  As a result of this survey they concluded that there were no accepted international standards of what defined an architect and what the basic elements of architectural practice were.  Thus the Architectural Society of China and the American Institute of Architects, both UIA members, jointly proposed the creation of the Commission.  The Commission was open to participation by any interested UIA Member Section.
Six years later, appropriately in Beijing, China, the first product of the Commission’s work – the UIA Accord on Recommended International Standards of Professionalism in Architectural Practice – was unanimously adopted by all of the UIA Member Sections.  For the first time in the history of the profession of architecture there was now an accepted international set of standards.

The Accord consists of sixteen major policy statements. Since 1999, the Commission has been developing Recommended Guidelines that amplify each of the policies.  Their purpose is to assist the individual national sections to more effectively implement and apply the policies.

Several of the Accord policies are directly related to the domestic regulation of architects.  These include:
· Accreditation/Validation/Recognition as it concerns academic degree granting programs.

· Practical Experience/Training/Internship which is a common prerequisite for the licensing examination.

· Practice in a Host Nation which sets forth a system for allowing a non-licensed architect to undertake a commission in another country in collaboration with a locally registered architect.

· Continuing Professional Development which addresses the growing necessity for architects to actively engage in ongoing education programs to maintain their professional status.  Increasingly such a requirement is being made a condition of one being able to renew your professional license.

Some UIA sections already have in place operating mutual recognition agreements for the licensure of foreign architects.  Many others are currently engaged in such negotiations.  Examples are to be found in: a) Canada, Mexico and the United States under the North American Free Trade Agreement; b) the Architects’ Council of Europe and the United States; and c) the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Architect Project.

Lastly, the Commission has sponsored the creation of the first comprehensive international inventory/survey of how architecture is practiced in all 92 UIA sections.  The survey includes information on the domestic regulation of architects.  The data is maintained on a publicly accessible web-site and is now also available in a printed edition.

The Commission’s inventory is also supplemented by a comprehensive international data base identifying and describing all of the world’s national architectural registration bodies.  This is maintained by the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards in the USA.  This data base is also publicly available on their web site.
CONCLUSION

The International Union of Architects appreciates having been invited to participate in the workshop.  It urges the WTO’s Working Party on Domestic Regulation to move forward in addressing the domestic regulation of architects.

Thank you.

WEB SITE CITATIONS

UIA Professional Practice Commission – www.aia.org/institute/uia
UIA Professional Practice Standards Data Base – www.coac.net/internacional/praprof_w.htm
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (USA) International Data Base of National Architect Registration Bodies – www.ncarb.org/overseas/index.htm
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