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20 October 2003

Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures - Meeting of 29–30 October 2003

The Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures will hold its twenty-eighth meeting on 29-30 October 2003, in the Centre William Rappard.  The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 29 October, and continue on Thursday, 30 October, as necessary. 

The following agenda is proposed for the regular meeting:

1.
Adoption of the agenda
2.
Implementation of the agreement

(a)
Information from members


(i)
Activities of members
· Update from Canada on an occurrence of BSE

· Information from Argentina on the situation and control of FMD

· Revised import risk analysis handbook and the quarantine and market access Conference 2003 – Information from Australia

(b)
Specific trade concerns
(i)
New issues
· Korea's implementation of guidelines for increased maximum residue level testing – Concerns of the United States (G/SPS/N/KOR/123)

· Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu's (Chinese Taipei) restrictions on potatoes – Concerns of New Zealand

· Chinese Taipei's requirements for heat treatment for meat and bone meal in poultry – Concerns of the United States



(ii)
Issues previously raised
· Japan's official restrictions – Concerns of New Zealand (G/SPS/R/30, paras. 61-63;  G/SPS/R/29, paras. 55-57 and G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.77)

· Brazil's import requirements for seed potatoes – Concerns of the European Communities (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.20)

· Venezuela's restrictions on imports of garlic and onions – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/R/30, paras. 36-38;  G/SPS/R/29, paras. 53-54 and G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.118)

· Japan's restrictions on importation of mangoes – Concerns of brazil (G/SPS/R/30, paras. 34 and 35)

· EC animal by-product requirements – Concerns of the United States (G/SPS/R/30, paras.47-49 and G/SPS/R/29, paras. 40-45)

· Trinidad and Tobago's import restrictions on pork sausages and other pork products – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/R/30, paras. 45-46;  G/SPS/R/29, paras. 65-66 and G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.105)

· US policy on regionalization of EC member States with regard to classical swine fever – Concerns of the European Communities  (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.110)

· Indonesia's restrictions on importation of agricultural products due to FMD – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.73)

· Colombia's import restrictions on bovine meat due to FMD – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/R/30, para. 44;  G/SPS/R/29, paras. 74-75 and G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.3, p.32)


(c)
Consideration of specific notifications received
· EC food and feed controls – Concerns of the united states (G/SPS/N/EEC/191 and Add.1)

· EC sanitary conditions for the importation of live material for apiculture from third countries – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/N/EEC/208)

· Revision of the standards and specifications for foods and additives under Japan's food sanitation law – Concerns of China (G/SPS/N/JPN/104)

· Germany's measures on coffee – Concerns of Colombia (G/SPS/N/DEU/9 and Add.1)

· US implementation of the international standard for phytosanitary measures on wood packaging (ISPM 15) – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/N/USA/705)

· EC maximum levels of aflatoxins in corn and sampling of contaminants in food – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/N/EEC/209 and G/SPS/N/EEC/210)

· China's phytosanitary risk evaluation – Concerns of Argentina (G/SPS/N/CHN/20 and Add.1)


(d)
Any other matters related to the operation of transparency provisions
· EC harmonization of ten new member states SPS regulations (G/SPS/GEN/426)

· Communication from Mexico (G/SPS/W/136)

· Matters relating to the special meeting on the operation of SPS enquiry points (G/SPS/GEN/425, G/SPS/GEN/429 and G/SPS/GEN/430)

3.
The SPS Agreement and developing countries 

(a)
Consideration of proposals for special and differential treatment
· Chairman's report on informal meeting

· comments on the special and differential treatment proposals in Job(03)/100 – Submission by Japan
· Elaboration of the proposal from Canada (G/SPS/W/132/Rev.1)

· Proposal from Egypt (G/SPS/GEN/358)

4.
Equivalence – Article 4 

(a)
Chairman's report on informal meeting

(b)
Consideration of specific provisions of the decision (G/SPS/W/123/Add.2)

(c)
Information from Members on their experiences

(d)
Information from relevant observer organizations

(e)
Review of Committee's decision on equivalence (G/SPS/19, Add.1 and Add.2 and G/SPS/20)

5.
Disease-free areas – Article 6 (G/SPS/W/129, G/SPS/GEN/381, G/SPS/GEN/388, G/SPS/GEN/417 and G/SPS/GEN/418)

· Submission by Argentina (g/sps/gen/433)
6.
Technical assistance and cooperation

(a)
Information from the secretariat

(b)
Information from Members
· Master class in agricultural biosecurity – Information from Australia


(c)
Information from observers
7.
Monitoring the use of international standards

(a)
New issues

(b)
Issues previously raised
8.
Transitional review under paragraph 18 of the Protocol of Accession of the People's Republic of China
· Questions from the European Communities (g/sps/w/137)
· Questions from Chinese Taipei (g/sps/w/138)
· Questions from the United States (g/sps/w/139)
9.
Matters of interest arising from the work of observer organizations
· Information submitted by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (g/sps/gen/431)
10.
Observers – Requests for observer status
11.
Chairman's annual report to the Council for Trade in Goods
12.
Other business 
13. 
Date and agenda of next meeting

