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1. What is a review of the operation and implementation of the SPS Agreement? 

2. Sixth Review Process
• Overview and timeline

• What has happened so far?

• What comes next? 

3. How to engage
• How to submit a proposal? 

• What can a proposal look like? 

4. Where to find information

5. Q&A 

Outline
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What is a review of the operation 
and implementation of the SPS 

Agreement? 



Review mandate
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7. The Committee shall review the operation and 
implementation of this Agreement three years after the date 
of entry into force of the WTO Agreement, and thereafter as 
the need arises. Where appropriate, the Committee may 
submit to the Council for Trade in Goods proposals to 
amend the text of this Agreement having regard, inter alia, 
to the experience gained in its implementation. 

The WTO SPS 
Agreement, Article 12

3.4. Pursuant to the provisions of Article 12.7 of the 
Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures, the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures is instructed to review the operation and 
implementation of the Agreement on Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures at least once every four years.

Doha Ministerial 
Decision

WT/MIN(01)/17

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22WT%2fMIN(01)%2f17%22+OR+%22WT%2fMIN(01)%2f17%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


Topic

Exchange of 
experiences

Recommendations

  what the SPS Committee 
has done (factual)

what the SPS Committee 
will do …  

What happens in a review? 

5



Factual
(exchange of experiences)

Topic

Example from the Fifth Review 
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Recommendations
(most ‘negotiation’ is on this!)
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Example from the Fifth Review 



Structure of the Fifth Review Report 
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The Sixth Review process



Sixth Review – overview of process

Review process to be driven by 
substantive proposals from Members

Proposals to be discussed on a rolling 
basis

Work on review report: Factual + 
recommendations

Sixth Review to be completed by the 
first Committee meeting of 2025
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Sixth Review – timeline (G/SPS/W/346)

Members submit 
issues/papers/proposals

Secretariat issues 
overview of proposals 

(07.02.24)
March 2024 Informal 
Committee meeting

Members submit 
papers/proposals and 
proposals for action 

(19.04.24)

Secretariat issues 
revised overview of 

proposals (30.04.24)

Secretariat issues 
background document 

(08.05.24)
Members comment on 
proposals (17.05.24) 

Members comment on 
background document 

(05.06.24)

Secretariat issues 
compilation of comments 

on papers/proposals 
(05.06.24)

June 2024 Informal 
Committee meeting

Secretariat issues draft 
report and updated 

background document 
(Sept. 24)

Members comment 
(04.10.24)

Secretariat issues 
compilation of comments  

(23.10.24)
Nov. 2024 Informal 
Committee meeting

Members comment on 
draft report (13.12.24)

Secretariat issues 
compilation of comments 

(Dec. 24/Jan. 25)

Secretariat issues 
revised draft report (Jan.-

Feb. 25)

March 2025 Informal 
Committee meeting: 

Members consider draft 
report

March 2025 Committee 
meeting: Members 
adopt review report
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


Source: G/SPS/W/346

First set of 
proposals

Overview of 
proposals
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What happened so far? 

Adoption of 
review process

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


What has happened so far? 
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• Brazil (G/SPS/W/352)
• Canada (G/SPS/W/349)
• European Union (G/SPS/W/353; G/SPS/W/354)
• India (written expression of interest)
• New Zealand (G/SPS/W/348)
• United Kingdom (G/SPS/W/351)
• United States (G/SPS/W/350)

Member proposals

• Overview of proposals submitted (G/SPS/GEN/2194/Rev.1)
• Overview of thematic sessions and workshops submitted (RD/SPS/244)
• Committee decisions and documents to be examined (RD/SPS/245)

Secretariat notes

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f352%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f352%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f349%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f349%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f353%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f353%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f354%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f354%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f348%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f348%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f351%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f351%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f350%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f350%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22RD%2fSPS%2f244%22+OR+%22RD%2fSPS%2f244%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22RD%2fSPS%2f245%22+OR+%22RD%2fSPS%2f245%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


List of topics proposed (G/SPS/GEN/2194/Rev.1) 
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
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List of topics proposed (G/SPS/GEN/2194/Rev.1) 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fGEN%2f2194%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


Proposals for thematic sessions / 
workshops (RD/SPS/244) 
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22RD%2fSPS%2f244%22+OR+%22RD%2fSPS%2f244%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


Committee decisions and documents to be 
examined (RD/SPS/245)
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https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/decisions06_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22RD%2fSPS%2f245%22+OR+%22RD%2fSPS%2f245%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


2nd set of proposals

Revised overview of 
proposals
+ Background document
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What comes next? 
Discussion

Source: G/SPS/W/346

Comments

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f346%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
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How to engage 



How to submit a proposal

• How would you like to contribute to improving 
operation/implementation?

• What is the theme of the proposal?
• Proposing a thematic session or an event? 
• Addressing modern challenges and emerging risks; Cooperation with ISSBs 

and observer organizations; Regionalization; Technical Assistance / S&D 
Treatment; Technology / IT tools; Transparency / Notification Procedures; Other 
topics? 

• Is there a more specific subtopic?

• How does this relate to past decisions/recommendations of the 
Committee and/or other proposals on the table?

20



What can a proposal look like?

• Background section: context and problem to be solved, 
situating within past work of the Committee

• Proposal section: proposed recommendations/way 
forward, covering e.g. thematic sessions / workshop, 
launch of new work, improving procedures, revising existing 
SPS Committee documents 

  →Submitted to Secretariat (spscommittee@wto.org) 
  →Circulated as G/SPS/W document

21

mailto:spscommittee@wto.org


What can a proposal look like?

22
Source: G/SPS/W/352

Source: G/SPS/W/348

…

…

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f352%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f352%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f348%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2fW%2f348%2f*%22&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&languageUIChanged=true


Other ways to engage

• Participate in informal Committee meeting discussions 
• Comment on proposals by other Members 
• Engage with other Members to submit joint proposals
• Suggest updates to Committee decisions and documents to be 

examined in the review
• Take a view on the scheduling of thematic sessions and 

workshops (which one should have priority?)

23
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Where to find information



Want to find out more 
about the Sixth Review? 

25

www.wto.org/sps_review

http://www.wto.org/sps_review


How to find SPS-related information

Trade concerns database
https://tradeconcerns.wto.org/en 

Information on STCs

Docs Online 
https://docs.wto.org/ 

All WTO documents, including SPS 
(to create an account and 

access/receive alerts (eSubs) on 
restricted documents, contact your 

Delegation Coordinator)

SPS mailing list
Contact your Delegation Coordinator 

and register to E-Delegate
Convening notices, annotated draft 

agendas, reminders, informal 
communication from the Chair and 

Secretariat

SPS Gateway
http://www.wto.org/sps

Information on SPS issues, 
Committee, events, training, SPS 

disputes 

ePing SPS&TBT Platform
http://www.eping.wto.org

Information on SPS & TBT 
notifications, STCs, NNAs, NEPs, 

alerts on products/markets of interest

eAgenda
Credentials upon request 
spscommittee@wto.org

Documents for current and past 
meetings

https://tradeconcerns.wto.org/en
https://docs.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/sps
http://www.eping.wto.org/
mailto:spscommittee@wto.org
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https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/xsps_e/AGCD_Relevant_information_for_new_delegates_sanitary_and_Phytosanitary_measures_WEB_E.pdf
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Thank you!

www.wto.org/spscommittee
spscommittee@wto.org 

Audio presentation
Introduction to the SPS Committee 

Follow us on X: #WTOsps

29

http://www.wto.org/spscommittee
mailto:spscommittee@wto.org
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/introduction_to_the_sps_committee_e.pptx
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23wtosps&src=recent_search_click&f=live
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