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STDF INFORMATION SESSION ON PRIVATE STANDARDS
26 June 2008

Programme
10.00

Welcome and opening remarks


Marinus Huige, Chairman SPS Committee
10.10

Session 1:  Recent developments in the private standards area
· How to make developing countries' voices heard in the private standards' arena?
Johannes Kern, Africa Observer Project (www.africa-observer.info/)
· One standard fits all?  Initiatives to promote further equivalence between schemes?
Kevin Swoffer, Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) (www.ciesnet.com/2-wwedo/2.2-programmes/2.2.foodsafety.gfsi.asp)
10.50

Discussion
11.30

Session 2:  Reducing compliance costs and promoting dialogue   
· What certification options are available for developing country suppliers and what is the future of certification?
David Richardson, CMi (www.cmi-plc.com/en/cmi.php?scr=1,364)
· How to promote dialogue and information exchange on compliance between private standards holders, suppliers, certifiers and other interested parties?

John Lamb, The World Bank (www.tradestandards.org)
12.10

Discussion 

12.50 

Closing remarks
_________
Other Background Information 
	A Practical Manual for Producers and Exporters from Asia:  Regulations, Standards and Certification for Agricultural Exports (FAO)
	www.fao.org/docrep/010/ag130e/ag130e00.htm

	"Fresh Perspectives"
	www.agrifoodstandards.net
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