WTO Disputes Invoking the SPS Agreement 

(as of June 2008)
Since 1 January 1995, violations of the SPS Agreement have been alleged in the following invocations of the formal dispute settlement provisions of the WTO.  Those which have been referred to a panel are highlighted.

	
	DS Number
	Parties and nature of complaint
	Panel Report / Appellate Body Report circulation
	Comments

	1
	WT/DS3
	US complaint against Korea's inspection procedures for fresh fruits
	
	Mutually satisfactory solution notified in July 2001 (G/SPS/GEN/265)

	2
	WT/DS41
	US complaint against Korea's inspection procedures for fresh fruits
	
	Mutually satisfactory solution notified in July 2001 (G/SPS/GEN/265)

	3
	WT/DS5
	US complaint against Korea's shelf-life requirements for frozen processed meats and other products
	
	Mutually agreed solution notified in July 1995.

	4
	WT/DS18
	Canada's complaint against Australia's import restrictions on fresh, chilled or frozen salmon

Australia - Salmon
	WT/DS18/R (1998)

WT/DS18/AB/R (1998)

WT/DS18/RW (2000)
	Mutually agreed solution notified in May 2000.

	5
	WT/DS21
	US complaint against Australia's import restrictions on fresh, chilled or frozen salmon

Australia - Salmonids
	
	Mutually agreed settlement notified in November 2000.

	6
	WT/DS20
	Canada's complaint against Korea's restrictions on treatment methods for bottled water
	
	Mutually agreed solution notified in April 1996.

	7
	WT/DS26
	US complaint against EC's prohibition of meat from animals treated with growth-promoting hormones

EC – Hormones (US)
	WT/DS26/R/USA (1997)

WT/DS26/AB/R (1998)

WT/DS26/ARB (1990)
	Suspension of concessions authorized on 26 July 1999.

	8
	WT/DS48
	Canada's complaint against EC's prohibition of meat from animals treated with growth-promoting hormones

EC – Hormones (Canada)
	WT/DS48/R/CAN (1997)

WT/DS48/AB/R (1998)

WT/DS48/ARB (1999)
	Same panel handled both complaints.  See above.

	9
	WT/DS76
	US complaint against Japan's "varietal testing" requirement for fresh fruits

Japan – Agricultural Products II
	WT/DS76/R (1998)

WT/DS76/AB/R (1999)
	Mutually agreed solution notified in September 2001.

	10
	WT/DS96
	EC complaint against India's quantitative restrictions on agricultural and other products
	
	Mutually agreed solution notified in April 1998.

	11
	WT/DS100
	EC complaint against US restrictions on poultry imports
	
	Consultations requested on 18 August 1997; pending.

	12
	WT/DS133
	Swiss complaint against Slovakia's BSE-related restrictions on cattle and meat
	
	Consultations requested on 11 May 1998; pending.

	13
	WT/DS134
	India's complaint against EC restrictions on rice imports
	
	Consultations requested on 25 May 1998; pending.

	14
	WT/DS135
	Canada's complaint against EC (French) measures affecting asbestos

EC - Asbestos
	WT/DS/135/R (2000) WT/DS/135/AB/R (2001)
	SPS Agreement not invoked in the reports.

	15
	WT/DS137
	Canada's complaint against EC restrictions due to pine wood nematodes
	
	Consultations requested on 17 June 1998; pending.

	16
	WT/DS144
	Canada's complaint against US state restrictions on movement of Canadian trucks carrying live animals and grains
	
	Consultations requested on 25 September 1998;  pending.

	17
	WT/DS203
	US complaint against Mexico on measures affecting trade in live swine
	
	Consultations requested on 10 July 2000; pending.

	18
	WT/DS205
	Thai complaint against Egypt's GMO-related prohibition on imports of canned tuna with soybean oil
	
	Consultations requested on 22 September 2000; pending.

	19
	WT/DS237
	Ecuador's complaint against Turkey's import requirements for fresh fruit, especially bananas

Turkey – Fresh Fruit Import Procedures
	
	Mutually agreed solution notified in November 2002.

	20
	WT/DS245
	US complaint against Japan's restrictions on apples due to fire blight

Japan - Apples
	WT/DS245/R (2003)

WT/DS245/AB/R (2003)

WT/DS245/RW (2005)
	Mutually agreed solution notified on 2 September 2005.

	21
	WT/DS256
	Hungarian complaint against Turkey's restrictions on imports of pet food (BSE)
	
	Consultations requested on 3 May 2002;  pending.

	22
	WT/DS270
	Philippine complaint against Australia's restrictions on fresh fruits and vegetables, including bananas

Australia - Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
	
	Panel established August 2003.

	23 
	WT/DS271
	Philippine complaint against Australia's restrictions on pineapple
	
	Consultations requested on 18 October 2002; pending.

	24
	WT/DS279
	EC complaint against India's Export and Import Policy
	
	Consultations requested on 23 December 2002; pending.

	25
	WT/DS284
	Nicaragua complaint against Mexico's phytosanitary restrictions on black beans
	
	Mutually agreed solution notified in March 2004.

	26
	WT/DS287
	EC complaint against Australian quarantine regime

Australia – Quarantine Regime
	
	Panel established in November 2003.  Mutually agreed solution notified in March 2007.

	27
	WT/DS291
	US complaint against EC on GMO approvals

EC – Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products
	WT/DS291/R (2006)
	Panel report adopted on 21 November 2006.  Arbitration requested on the level of suspension of concessions (Art. 22.6) on 7 February 2008;  suspended on 15 February 2008.

	28
	WT/DS292
	Canadian complaint against EC on GMO approvals

EC – Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products
	WT/DS292/R (2006)
	Panel report adopted on 21 November 2006.

	29
	WT/DS293
	Argentina complaint against EC on GMO approvals

EC – Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products
	WT/DS293/R (2006)
	Panel report adopted on 21 November 2006.

	30
	WT/DS297
	Hungary's complaint against Croatia's restrictions on live animals and meat products (TSEs).
	
	Consultations requested on 9 July 2003; pending.

	31
	WT/DS320
	EC complaint against the US on its Continued Suspension of Obligations in the EC-Hormones Dispute*
US – Continued Suspension of Obligations in the EC – Hormones Dispute
	
	Panel report circulated on 31 March 2008.  Panel report appealed on 29 May 2008.

	32
	WT/DS321
	EC complaint against Canada on its Continued Suspension of Obligations in the EC-Hormones Dispute*
Canada – Continued Suspension of Obligations in the EC – Hormones Dispute
	
	Panel report circulated on 31 March 2008.  Panel report appealed on 29 May 2008.

	33
	WT/DS367
	New Zealand complaint against Australia's restrictions on apples
	
	Panel established on 21 January 2008.


* Neither of these two requests for consultations claim violation of the SPS Agreement, however, one of the issues of concern regards the EC implementation of the rulings in WT/DS26 and WT/DS48 above, hence it is probable that the implementation of the SPS Agreement will be relevant to these disputes.
