
KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Databases and tools for pest risk 
assessment – capacity development 

opportunities for countries

MaryLucy Oronje, Washington Otieno, Ivan Rwomushana, Lucinda Charles, Marc Kenis, Joseph Mulema, 
Roger Day 

SPS Committee Thematic Session on International Standards and Best Practices in Pest Risk Identification, Assessment and 
Management – 8th Nov 2022, Geneva, Switzerland 



KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Site 

menu

Content 

Type filter

Find pest and crop 

information in 

compendium 

datasheets

Links are provided to tools 

here

Browse the most recent 

datasheets



KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Use the Horizon Scanning Tool to

identify potential invasive species 

that are not present in your country 

but are present in selected source 

areas

• Targeted users: risk assessors, plant protection 

officers, quarantine officers, protected area 

managers and researchers

• To identify pests already in neighbouring

countries for surveillance, pathway management 

and contingency planning

• To quickly generate a pest list for a plant 

commodity pathway-initiated PRA

• To prioritize species for pest-initiated PRAs

Search for ‘CABI Horizon Scanning Tool’ 

in your browser to find out more
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Conduct a PRA using the CABI 
PRA Tool

• Targeted users: risk assessors in NPPOs

• Initiate a PRA 'By Pathway' or 'By Pest’

• Generate plant commodity pest lists

• Use CPC data for pest categorization

• Save your own pest status information

• Use templates that are closely aligned to ISPMs 2 

and 11 for risk assessment and to select risk 

management options

• Work in a team, online and offline

Gratis subscriptions available to NPPOs 117  lower- and 

middle-income countries

Please contact PRA@cabi.org for further information

mailto:PRA@cabi.org
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PRA Trainings- Commodity and Pest        
Initiated PRAs

2021 2022

March: Eastern Africa region – 9 

countries, 24 participants

PRA workshop in Ghana in February 2022, 22 

specialists; 

June: SADC region – 16 countries, 

59 participants

PRA write-shop for Kenya (KEPHIS) in July 

2022; 15 pest-initiated PRAs finalized

November: SADC – 3 countries, 20 

participants

SADC PRA Training, 87 specialists from 14 

SADC countries in August 2022 (SADC MS PRA 

teams and PRA protocol) 

December: ECOWAS – 11 

countries, 37 participants

Ethiopia training in May 2022- 20 participants 

Uganda Training September 2022 - 15 

participants 

COLEACP-CABI training for Caribbean countries 

-19 trainees ; 15 PRAs 



KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Usage of the Pest Risk Analysis Tool

● Countries receiving training rank highest in the 

usage of the PRA Tool
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Challenges & Opportunities for Capacity 
Building on PRA  
● More trainings on PRA and decision support 

tools/databases 

● Tools to assess likelihood of pest establishment

● BIO-CLIM, CLIMEX

● Decision support tool to aid the selection of appropriate 

measures for reducing risk and facilitating the safe movement 

of plants and plant products

● Increase horizon scanning activities

● Establish/strengthen PRA teams 

● Establish national/regional harmonised approaches for 

PRA

● Extend scope to BCA and LMOs

● Share good PRA practices 
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Future improvements for the CABI tools

● Additional features for pest prioritization in the Horizon 

Scanning and PRA Tools

● PRA Tool translations, French as priority

● Conduct regional/trade bloc risk assessments 

● PRA Tool addition for risk analysis of BCAs and LMOs 

(intentional introductions)

● Address climate change in horizon scanning and PRA

● Use of CABI Tools for Self-study online PRA training 

programmes
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