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Real-time dialogue between 

CFIA, as the regulator, and 

those potentially affected by 

risks, for the purpose of 

allowing people to make 

informed decisions, to 

encourage positive 

behaviour change, and to 

maintain public trust.

Risk Communications at the CFIA

Principles
• Understanding audiences and their 

needs

• Openness and Transparency

• Clear, timely communications

• Coordination with and engagement of 

stakeholders

• Independent, science-based regulator
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What is ASF?

0
1
.

ASF is a contagious viral 

disease that affects all 

pigs. 0
3
.

ASF is not a food safety risk.

0
2
.

There is no treatment or 

vaccine for ASF and it has

a high mortality rate.

0
4
.

ASF continues to spread

globally—but it has 

never been detected 

in Canada.
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The Economic Impact of ASF for Canada
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ASF Risk Pathways

0
1
. Lack of strong on-farm biosecurity standards

ASF can be brought onto a farm by people who 

have visited farms from areas that are affected 

with ASF. This includes bringing contaminated 

food, clothing or equipment onto farms

0
4
.

Animal feed

ASF can be spread through 

contaminatedfeed or feedingredients

0
3
. Food scraps

ASF can survive for several months in fresh, 

frozen, cooked, partially cooked and processed 

pork products.Feedingpigs foodscrapsthat

are infected with the virus can spread the 

disease to theiranimals

0
2
. International travellers

People, such as farm workers, foreign 

exchange students or hunters, who travelled to 

countries affected with ASF, could bring back 

contaminated food, clothing or equipment 0
5
. Contact with wild pigs

ASF can be spread directly between sick 

and healthy pigs. This happens through 

contact with the blood, tissues, secretions 

and excretions from infected pigs

Risk assessments determined that there are 5 main risk

pathways in which ASF can be introduced into North America:
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Susceptible Species
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Travellers – 2019-2020 Campaigns
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Susceptible Species

10

COVID-19 Pandemic:

Shift in Risk

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

The risk of travellers introducing ASF to 

Canada was reduced.

Next largest area of potential risk: 

- small-scale producers who may not 
follow sound biosecurity practices

This growing target audience may not 
understand the long-term impact ASF 
would have on the Canadian pork 
industry and the overall economy
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Canada’s Small Pig Farms

0
1
.

more likely 

raised outside

0
2
.

more likely to be 

fed alternative 

sources of feed

0
3
.

less likely to 

have regular vet 

oversight, etc.

Why do you think small holder operations pose a greater risk?

Small holders pose a greater risk because pigs are:
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Susceptible Species
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Small-Scale 

Producers – 2020-2021 

Campaigns 

• Public opinion research—to understand this 

audience better

• Marketing research—to learn how to reach this 

audience 

• Advertising campaign—to start reaching this 

audience
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Collaboration and engagement 
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Susceptible Species
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Collaboration

Canada is taking unprecedented steps to

prevent African swine fever (ASF) from

entering Canada, while also preparing for 

possible detection.

• Collaboration remains the cornerstone 
to Canada’s approach

° sharing information across
government and industry

° supporting organizations in their
work

° focussingon preventative action 

and a strong response, should ASF

enter Canada
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There is risk in overlooking risk communications

- Awareness (prevention and trust)

- Preparedness for outbreak

Importance of Risk 

Communications



16AFRICAN SWINE FEVER


