CUBA (JOB(02)/99/Add.24 – See G/TBT/W/186, Annex I)

A.  What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

To maintain our participation in TBT seminars, workshops and meetings, with financial support from the WTO, because Cuba is currently developing the legal basis required to improve the system for issuing and notifying technical regulations.  This means that all the parties involved in implementation need to be adequately prepared.

B.  Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

At national level.
C. Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?

Yes. We took part in the WTO seminars in Bogotá, Colombia, and Havana, Cuba, last year, and in April 2002 we had an expert from the WTO Secretariat for the seminar on the WTO, technical barriers to trade and international standardization.

D. Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?

No.

E. Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
No.

F. Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

Latin American countries with more extensive TBT experience.  Yes.  Technical cooperation is a possible solution.

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.

