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national workshop ON the agreement on 
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (TBT agreement)
ABUJA, NIGERIA
25-26 october 2007
PROGRAMME

This national workshop is organized at the request of Nigeria. 


The workshop will provide an overview of the TBT Agreement.  The background, purpose and scope of the Agreement will be explained; main principles and disciplines will be highlighted and clarified; and particular attention will be given to provisions of the Agreement relating to harmonization, conformity assessment, transparency requirements and procedures, and special and differential treatment and technical assistance.  The workshop will also update participants on current discussions in the TBT Committee and will provide as well a forum for participants to share information and experiences on TBT aspects.  The workshop will include presentations from the host authorities on Nigeria's experience with implementation of the Agreement and also with respect to the functioning of Nigeria's TBT Enquiry Point.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In this regard, time will be made available in each session for discussion and information sharing.

__________

Thursday 25 October 2007
09:00 – 09:30
Opening remarks



Nigerian Authorities



Structure and objectives of the workshop



WTO representative

09:30 – 10:30
Session 1: The WTO and Non-tariff barriers


WTO representative



The basic principles, functioning and structure of the WTO will be explained.  Non-tariff barriers will be discussed in the context of the TBT Agreement.

*** 10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break ***

11:00 – 13:00
Session 2: Overview of the TBT Agreement


WTO representative



The background, purpose and scope of the TBT Agreement will be explained.  Main principles and disciplines will be highlighted, in particular relating to non-discrimination, unnecessary barriers to trade and harmonization.

*** 13:00 – 14:00 Lunch ***

14:00 – 14:45
Session 3: National Experience


Representative/s from Nigeria



A representative from the relevant Nigerian authority will share information on Nigeria's experience with respect to implementation of the TBT Agreement.

14:45 – 15:45
Session 4: Harmonization


WTO representative



The TBT Agreement encourages Members to use relevant international standards and relevant guides or recommendations from international standardizing bodies as a basis for their technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures.  The related provisions in the Agreement will be explained.

*** 15:45 – 16:15 Coffee break ***

16:15 – 17:00
Session 5:  Conformity Assessment


WTO representative



The relevant provisions of the Agreement relating to conformity assessment will be explained.  Participants will be updated on the work of the Committee in this area.
Friday 26 October 2007

09:00 – 10:00
Session 6:  Transparency


WTO representative



Transparency requirements and procedures will be explained, including with respect to the Statement on Implementation and Administration of the Agreement, notification procedures, functioning of the Enquiry Point, and the Code of Good Practice.

10:00 – 11:00
Session 7:  Functioning of the Nigeria Enquiry Point



Representative/s from Nigeria



A representative from the relevant Nigeria authority will share information on the functioning of the Nigeria Enquiry Point.
*** 11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break ***

11:30 – 13:00
Session 8: Practical Exercise (in groups)


Notifications under the TBT Agreement

*** 13:00 – 14:00 Lunch ***

14:00 – 15:00
Session 9: The TBT Committee


WTO representative



The role and functions of the TBT Committee will be explained.  An update will be provided on current discussions in the Committee.  Particular attention will be given to specific trade concerns and also outcomes of the Fourth Triennial Review.

15:00 – 16:00
Session 10:  Special and Differential Treatment and Technical Assistance


WTO representative



The WTO representative will provide an introduction to the TBT Agreement provisions on special and differential treatment and also technical assistance.  Relevant work of the TBT Committee will also be discussed.

16:00

Conclusion and Summing Up

WTO Representative:

Mr. Patrick Rata


Counsellor
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