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WTO SUB REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR 12 ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIES ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 
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Hanoi, 4-5 May 2004
FINAL PROGRAMME 

The workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2004. It is financed by the Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Fiji, Laos, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands have been invited.


The objective of the Workshop is to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences on the various TBT issues.  Representatives from UNIDO, ISO and IEC have been invited to participate in the Workshop.
Tuesday 4 May 2004
9:00 – 09:15
Opening ceremony –  Vietnam authorities
09:15 – 09:30
Structure and Objective of the Workshop – WTO
Session 1
 WTO and Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade
09:30 – 10:30
Introducing WTO, TBT and Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade (NTBs)   – WTO


Discussion
Coffee Break (10:30 – 10:45)

10:45 – 11:45
Basic principles of the TBT Agreement – WTO


Discussion
11:45 – 12:15
Brief introduction to the SPS Agreement – WTO


Discussion
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)
Session 2
Harmonization

14:00 – 15:00
International standards and the TBT Agreement


A Case Study:  EC-Sardines  (WTO)



Discussion
15:00 – 16:00
An illustration:  The Conformity Assessment Infrastructure - UNIDO


Discussion

Coffee break (16:00 – 16:15)

16:15 – 17:15
A Case Study:  The importer's perspective on electronics and CA - IEC


Discussion

17:15 – 18:00
Linking National and International Standards - ISO


Discussion
Wednesday 5 May 2004
Session 3
Benefiting from the Agreement: exchange of information
09:00 – 10.15
Transparency Provisions in the TBT Agreement – (WTO)



- Notifications


- Enquiry Points

Coffee break (10:15 – 10:30)

10:30 – 11:00
Practical exercise on notifications –   WTO and Participants
11:00 – 11:15
The ISO/IEC Information Centre – ISO/IEC
11.15 – 12.30 
Break Out Groups



-Role and Experience in the Enquiry Points– Participants in groups


-Reports and Discussions – Rapporteurs and WTO
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

Session 4
benefiting from the agreement:  the TBT Committee and Technical Cooperation
14:00 – 15:00
Using the TBT Committee:  Examples of Specific Trade Concerns (WTO)



Discussion
15:00 – 16:00
National Experiences on TBT-related trade concerns


Participants should come prepared to make brief presentations on this point relevant to their experiences in the TBT area.
Coffee break (16:00 – 16:30)

16:30 – 17:30
Roundtable on Technical Co-operation


Brief presentations from



-
WTO



-
UNIDO


-
ISO


-
IEC
17:30 

Conclusion
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