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Annex

Biographical Information on Speakers and Moderators

Session 2: Internal Transparency and Consultative Mechanisms

Peter Bischoff-Everding (European Communities)

Mr. Bischoff-Everding works for the Enterprise and Industry Directorate-General of the European Commission in the department responsible for screening draft technical regulations notified under the TBT Agreement.  Mr. Bischof-Everding is a trained lawyer, and, before joining the Commission in 2004, he worked for the German Ministry of Economics and before that as an attorney in a private law firm.
Ramon Eduardo Madriñan (Colombia)

Mr. Madriñan has been Director for Economic Regulation at the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism of the Republic of Colombia since 2004.  Prior to that he practiced law in various private practices in Colombia and Canada.  He is currently an Associate Professor specializing in the area of technical barriers to trade at the Javeriana Law School in Bogotá.  Mr Madriñan has published articles on TBT issues from a developing country perspective. 

Jeff Weiss (United States)

Mr. Weiss has been the Senior Director for Technical Barriers to Trade at the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative since June 2007.  He has devoted particular attention to specific trade concerns and systemic issues before the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade, TBT-related proposals in the NAMA negotiations, the TBT chapters of free trade agreements and WTO accession working party reports, and trade–related aspects of standards development.  Prior to assuming this position, he served as, inter alia, Assistant General Counsel at USTR and Assistant Legal Advisor at the Mission of the United States to the WTO in Geneva, Switzerland.  He is a graduate of Harvard Law School and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.
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