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Tool for Achieving Paris  Agreement: 
Nationally Determined Contributions
• “Each Party s hall prepare, communicate and maintain 

s ucces s ive nationally determined contributions  that it intends  to 
achieve” (UNFCCC, 2023a)

• NDCs : 
• Greenhous e gas  emis s ions  (GHG) reduction goals
• Lis t of adaptation and mitigation meas ures  (including 

meas ures  that purs ue economic divers ification outcomes ).
• Major outcome of COP28: Firs t Global Stocktake:  not on 

track to achieving 1.5 or 2.0 
• Next update in 2025, can’t mis s  opportunity to have 1.5 C 

aligned



Role of Trade in NDCs ? 
• Mapping of meas ures  that interact with trade –  how 

trade-related meas ures  are us ed  as  MoI
• 60 developing countries  repres enting :

• Regional divers ity
• Income levels
• LDCs , SIDS, landlocked countries , commodity dependence

• New or updated s ubmis s ions  as  of 30 September 2023.



Findings
NDCs  cons idered in the analys is



• 680 trade-related measures  
• With direct and indirect linkages  to trade 
• Mos t measures  focused on:

• increas ing renewable energy
• enhancing energy efficiency
• and promoting green value chains .



Renewable energy and energy efficiency:
Sample measures



Technical 
regulations : 
Sample 
measures



Conclus ions and recommendations

• Some are indirect meas ures  but with s trong potential 
to trade and carbon competitivenes s

• Need for increas ed coordination with and inclus ion of 
trade s takeholders  in NDCs  proces s  to integrate 
trade into national plans .

• International cooperation to avoid unneces s arily 
res tricting developing countries ' market acces s  and 
development pros pects .



Limitations
• Not a  comprehens ive mapping, only s elected countries
• Large range of quality, format, robus tnes s  of NDCs  affects  

qualita tive analys is
• Different generations  of NDCs  :updated 1s t, 2nd & 3rd

s ubmis s ions
• Limited information on implementation s tra tegies  or 

conditionality of meas ures
• Language (En, Es , Fr)



Next Step: Contribute to UN Climate Task Force effort to 
develop a framework that better integrate trade and 
inves tment in NDC 3.0 for 2025
J us tification:
• Need 1.5 aligned NDCs
• Ambitions are linked to capacity and Means of Implementation (MoI)

Outcome:
• A framework to better use trade (and investment) as MoI into NDCs
• Improving capacity of developing countries to integrate trade- and investment-

related measures into the NDC
• That promote mitigation, adaptation,  economic diversification, and facilitate 

market access
• Collaboration with pilot countries and sister UN  entities



Next Step: Contribute to UN Climate Task Force effort to 
develop a framework that better integrate trade and 
inves tment in NDC 3.0 for 2025 (‘cont)

To identify:
• Key export and import products and sectors to be considered for 

the formulation of measures in the NDC of a given country
• Consultation with all relevant trade stakeholders in the 

formulation of NDCs 
• Identification of trade and policy options



Better use of trade and inves tment in NDCs  based 
on:

• Findings from exploratory mapping of trade related measures in 
NDCs

• UNCTAD’s NGER approach (currently used in 20 African countries to 
support the development of climate resilient and regional value 
chain strategies in the context of the AfCFTA)

• Lessons from the 2023 World Investment Report on Energy 
transition

• 2022 and 2023 UNCTAD analysis of climate change related NTMs
• Expression of  interest from interested countries
• To be introduced to member States September 2024
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