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Challenges of promoting trade in 
environmentally sustainable goods and services

• Two initial challenges:
• Definitional
• What is (and is not) properly considered an ‘environmental’ good or

service)?
• Operational
• How should we promote trade in the categorised good or service?
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Environmental goods and services trade policy developments

• Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Environmental Services reference list (published
2021)

• Voluntary, non-binding and non-exhaustive

• 2 subcategories of environmental services

• Singapore – Australia Green Economy Agreement (signed 2022)

• Based on APEC-list: Expanded non-exhaustive non-binding list

• SAGEA List expands upon the APEC list.
• 3 subcategories of environmental services

• New Zealand – EU FTA (signed 2023)

• Included 4 subcategories of environmental services
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Environmental Goods List

Environmental Services List

Singapore – Australia Green Economy Agreement
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Lessons learned

• Expanding a common understanding of what constitutes
environmental good or service is important to focus future
cooperative initiatives

• Indicative non-binding lists can de-link discussions from a
focus on market access
• helpful to guide discussions on other potential areas for

cooperation to promote trade in environmental goods and
services
• these can include areas like technical standards,

improvements to the domestic regulatory regimes, and
signalling to markets


