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II. trade policy regime: framework and objectives

(1) Trade and Trade-Related Policy Objectives

(i) Objectives

1. The general trade policy objectives of Sri Lanka include moving towards a more outward-oriented trade regime, strengthening and increasing overseas market access for Sri Lankan products, and further integrating Sri Lanka into the world economy.  These objectives have been pursued through multilateral, regional, and bilateral trade negotiations, in particular within the South-East Asian region.  There has also been an attempt to shift the Government's role, away from control and regulation to facilitation of private-sector development.

2. Policies have been aimed at enhancing production and productivity through a continuous process of economic reform, with a view to promoting a more efficient allocation of resources, while improving the environment for private domestic and foreign investment.  Numerous tax incentives remain in place.  Specific emphasis has been placed on strengthening the agriculture sector, and promoting value-added activities through processing of agricultural goods.  The authorities aim to continue streamlining trade policies to support the export sector.

3. Sri Lankan trade policy is also geared towards fostering regional trade, with the emergence of the South Asian Preferential Trade Arrangement (SAPTA), a pre-cursor to the creation of a South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), and the implementation of the India–Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement.  In addition, Sri Lanka has recently signed new framework agreements, with Pakistan and the United States, and is negotiating with other trading partners (e.g. Egypt).  Sri Lanka considers these arrangements as a springboard for broader trade liberalization.
  Despite its commitment to the promotion of regional trade and economic cooperation, Sri Lanka recognizes that it is best served by a stable and increasingly liberalized multilateral trading system, which takes into consideration the needs of developing nations.
  Thus, Sri Lanka takes an active role in the WTO, where the authorities have emphasized that "negotiations need to provide adequate flexibility to developing countries in order to enable them to address their specific and characteristic problems." 

(ii) Institutional and legal framework

4. Sri Lanka’s institutional and legal framework regarding economic and trade policies has remained mainly unchanged since 1995.  In accordance with the constitution, the governing power in Sri Lanka is divided amongst the executive, the legislature, and the judiciary.

5. The President, who is directly elected by the people for a term of six years and is eligible for re-election, is Head of State and exercises all executive powers.  The President's powers include the right to:  choose who holds any portfolio in the Cabinet;  appoint or dismiss the Prime Minister or any other minister;  dismiss Parliament;  and submit to a national referendum any Bill or matter of “national importance”, which has been rejected by Parliament.
  According to the authorities, the President has never submitted any matter to referendum.  Presidential decisions cannot be challenged at the judicial level;  hence, the President has considerable executive power.

6. Parliament is the legislative power.  The Parliament comprises 225 members, elected by the people for a period of six years, unless it is prematurely dissolved.  Parliament has control over public finances, including the power to modify the duties levied upon imports.
  Amendments to the Constitution require endorsement by a two-thirds majority in Parliament.
 

7. The judicial system consists of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, the High Court, district courts, magistrates’ courts, and primary courts.  The last two are courts of first instance;  appeals are handled by the Court of Appeals and, if necessary, questions of law are dealt with by the Supreme Court.  The High Court deals with criminal cases and the district courts with civil cases.  There are labour tribunals to decide on labour disputes.

8. Legislation is normally drafted within the Cabinet
;  once approved, it is submitted to Parliament for assent.  Members of Parliament may also initiate new legislation.
  Legislation is amended after consultations with ministers and the private sector (e.g. with the trade chambers).  In  certain cases, when the law relates to commercial matters, there is a process of consultation with the private sector during the drafting of new legislation.

9. It has been reported that the Sri Lankan judiciary branch has little power to review legislation since any challenge to a prospective Bill in the Supreme Court on constitutional grounds must be within seven days from the date it is presented to Parliament.  After this point, the courts have no authority to review an Act, and it can be amended only by Parliament.  In addition, the Sri Lankan Supreme Court rarely reviews legislation on its own initiative;  other parties generally bring such cases to the Court’s attention.

(iii) Trade policy formulation and implementation

10. Sri Lanka's Government is, in per capita terms, one of the biggest in the world, with around 57 ministries, some 37 cabinet rank
, employing around one million public servants.
  The large number of ministries contributes to overlapping jurisdictions in trade and trade-related policies and a lack of coherence in their formulation and implementation.  This undermines cost-effective implementation of policy measures and delivery of government programmes.

11. The agencies in charge of trade policy formulation and implementation have not changed substantially since the previous Review of Sri Lanka.  Although there have been some institutional changes, as some ministries have merged (changing their names) and new ones have been created;  trade policy continues to be formulated and implemented mainly by the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs
, along with other concerned ministries (Table II.1).  In particular, the Prime Minister created the Ministry of Policy Development and Implementation as a focal point to develop economic policies, and coordinate and harmonize national, sectoral, and sub-national policies.
  Other ministries heavily involved in the formulation and implementation of trade policy include:  Finance and Planning;  Enterprise Development, Industrial Policy and Investment Promotion;  Agriculture, Livestock, and Samurdhi;  and Economic Reforms, Science and Technology.

Table II.1

Main institutions involved in trade policy formulation and implementation, 2003
	Department/organization
	Trade-related functions

	Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs

	Department of Commerce
	Trade representation abroad, trade information and export promotion; conduct of Sri Lanka's  trade relations at bilateral, regional and multilateral level

	Department of Import/Export Control
	Administration of import and export controls

	Consumer Affairs Authority
	Competition policy, consumer protection, and regulation of internal trade

	Co-operative Wholesale Establishment
	Government owned import and export company

	Sri Lanka Export Credit Insurance Corporation
	Export credit and insurance

	National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka
	Registrar of patents and trade marks, copyrights and other marks

	Ministry of Finance and Planning

	Department of Fiscal Policy and Economic Affairs
	Formulation and implementation of fiscal and economic policies

	General Treasury
	Tariff policies (including tariff concessions, surcharges, and refunds)

	Sri Lanka Customs
	Collection of import/export duties

	Central Bank of Sri Lanka
	Monetary and exchange rate policy (including exchange controls)

	Ministry of Enterprise Development, Industrial Policy and Investment Promotion

	Board of Investment of Sri Lanka 
	Investment policies

	Industrial Development Board 
	Development and promotion of industries

	Sri Lanka Export Development Board
	Export promotion

	Textile Quota Board
	Administration of export quotas 

	Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Samurdhi

	Department of Agriculture
	Agricultural policies

	Department of Plant Protection
	Administration of the Plant Protection Ordinance

	Department of Animal Protection
	Administration of animal quarantine & inspection services

	Department of Export Agriculture
	Promotion of export crops

	National Fertilizer Secretariat
	Monitoring of fertilizer supply and administration of fertilizer subsidy

	Ministry of Economic Reforms, Science and Technology

	Public Enterprises Reform Commission
	Formulation and implementation of the privatization programme

	Sri Lanka Standards Institution
	Development of standards and technical regulations

	Ministry of Plantation Industries
	

	Sri Lanka Tea Board
	Promotion and development of the tea industry, including export promotion and regulation.


Source:
WTO Secretariat, based on various Ministries' online information.

12. To coordinate the tasks of the different agencies and ministries with a role in trade policy, the Economic Policy Sub-Committee of Cabinet has been created under the Ministry of Policy Development and Implementation, which sets out the broad policies.
  In addition, the Macro/Trade Framework Steering Committee, convened by the Central Bank and the Tariff Advisory Council (TAC) monitors policy implementation by the line ministries.  Its task is also to ensure that the different agencies and ministries work in a coordinated manner.  The TAC is appointed by the Minister of Finance and advises the Minister on requests from industry for tariff changes, and on an appropriate tariff structure in line with revenue needs.

13. The formulation of policies in Sri Lanka is the joint responsibility of the executive and the legislative branches of government;  the broad principles of policy are specified in the constitution.  In practice however, these broad principles of good governance are rarely adhered to and the checks and balances built into the executive-legislative structures are undermined by short-term partisan politics.  Political influences, which give rise to ad hoc policy development and bad governance practices, have had a negative impact on the economic reform process.  It seems that bad governance is omnipresent.
  This is a result of a gradual weakening in public-sector institutions, characterized by a bloated bureaucracy, insufficient decentralization, weak financial controls and public accountability.

14. Transparency of the regulatory system also seems to be a problem.  Sri Lanka's legal system seems to be well developed and laws pertaining to, inter alia, taxes, exchange controls, customs, standards, and intellectual property rights are in place.  However, foreign and domestic investors complain that the regulatory system allows far too much leeway for bureaucratic discretion.  For instance, laws and regulations seem to often include caveats such as:  "under such terms and conditions as approved by a Secretary, a Director General, or a Minister" and "subject to certain conditions";  such conditions are not clearly stipulated and sometimes it is stated that they "are at the discretion of the Minister or other authorities".  Moreover, effective enforcement mechanisms are sometimes lacking and coordination problems between the relevant agencies frequently emerge. 

(2) Trade Agreements and Arrangements

(i) World Trade Organization

15. Sri Lanka is a founding Member of the WTO and grants at least MFN treatment to all its trading partners.  As a developing country, Sri Lanka benefited from a transition period to implement a number of commitments under various WTO Agreements, for instance, in relation to customs valuation, import licensing procedures, and the TRIPS Agreement.

16. Sri Lanka participated in the extended WTO negotiations on basic telecommunications and on financial services.  Sri Lanka’s commitments on basic telecommunications and its list of Article II on exemptions were attached to the Fourth Protocol on 15 February 1997.
  Sri Lanka accepted and ratified the Fourth Protocol on 27 November 1997 and the Fifth Protocol on 20 January, 1999 (Chapter IV(4)).  Sri Lanka has observer status in the Agreement on Trade in Civil Aircraft.

17. Table AII.1 shows Sri Lanka's status in relation to notification requirements under the WTO Agreements as at June 2003.

18. The Government of Sri Lanka has attached great importance to the full implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreements.  However, the authorities consider that the implementation of the Uruguay Round commitments and the use of the dispute settlement mechanism was not possible without technical assistance.
  Sri Lanka's concerns with the implementation of the Uruguay Round included:  the lack of liberalization in the agricultural and textiles sectors;  the increasing resort to contingency measures by developed countries against imports from developing countries;  the non-implementation of provisions related to special and differential treatment;  and the growing trend on the part of developed countries towards legalism.
  In preparation for the 1999 Ministerial Conference, Sri Lanka with other developing countries submitted proposals for the negotiations regarding implementation issues on agriculture, anti-dumping and subsidies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, TRIMs, TRIPS, customs valuations, notification obligations, and dispute settlement.

19. In preparation for the 2001 Ministerial Conference, Sri Lanka with other developing countries put forward a proposal for a Framework Agreement on Special and Differential Treatment.
  At the Doha Ministerial Conference, Sri Lanka stated its disappointment with the results of the Uruguay Round regarding market access and emphasized that the Ministerial Conference should address implementation issues.  In regard to agriculture, Sri Lanka considered that special and differential (S&D) treatment should be an integral part of the negotiations.  Food security concerns should be recognized as well as the needs of net food importing developing countries (NFIDCs).  Sri Lanka was interested in extending the enhanced protection granted under geographical indications to products other than wine and spirits.  Regarding the issue of TRIPS and public health, Sri Lanka considered that its access to drugs should not be limited and that Members should be able to implement the necessary policies to protect public health, including the granting of compulsory licensing and allowing parallel imports.  Liberalization of trade in textiles had been limited;  thus, a meaningful integration of the textiles and clothing sector was necessary.  Market access negotiations on non-agricultural products should assure the reduction of tariff peaks and escalation in developed countries.  Technical cooperation had to become the core agenda of WTO.
  

20. In the Fifth WTO Ministerial Conference in Cancun, Sri Lanka stated that enhanced market access for agricultural goods was the single most important development issue in the DDA, but like many other developing countries, Sri Lanka would require the flexibility to designate special products and the establishment of a special safeguard mechanism (SSM) for developing countries.  An increase in market access opportunities for non-agricultural goods was also essential to accomplish the Doha Mandate.  On services, Sri Lanka expected that developed countries would undertake significant market access commitments in temporary movement of natural persons.  Sri Lanka considered that trade facilitation and transparency in government procurement were development-related issues.  As regards trade and investment, Sri Lanka considered that a GATS - type positive - list approach would provide the necessary basis for flexibility to address the needs of developing countries.  The interaction between trade and competition was a difficult and complex issue.

21. Sri Lanka (together with other WTO Members) has submitted proposals for the ongoing negotiations in the WTO on services and agriculture.  Regarding GATS, Sri Lanka is mainly interested in the movement of natural persons.  Sri Lanka's proposals for the ongoing negotiations in agriculture include issues such as green box subsidies
;  special and differential treatment and the development box
;  market access
;  the implementation of  the Marrakesh Ministerial Decision in favour of LDCs and NFIDCs
;  a special safeguard mechanism (SSM) for developing countries
;  and domestic support and export competition.

22. During the period under review, Sri Lanka has not been involved in any disputes as complainant or defendant under the WTO Dispute Settlement mechanism.  It has, however, reserved its right as a third party to three disputes.  These concerned:  the imposition of countervailing duties on imports of desiccated coconut and coconut milk powder by Brazil
;  a ban on imports of shrimp and shrimp products by the United States
;  and the conditions under which the EU accords tariff preferences under its GSP scheme.
  In 2003, Sri Lanka joined consultations requested by the United States under Article 64 of the TRIPS Agreement regarding the protection of trade marks and geographical indications for agricultural products and foodstuffs in the European Union.  Sri Lanka has joined these consultations because of its interest in exporting Ceylon Tea and Ceylon Cinnamon to the EU market.

(ii) Other arrangements

23. Sri Lanka continues to be a member of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and a party to the Bangkok Agreement.  The members of the SAARC (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka) concluded the South Asian Preferential Trade Arrangement (SAPTA) in 1995.  In 1997, SAARC members reiterated their commitment to the creation of the South Asian Free-Trade Area (SAFTA) by the year 2001, or failing that, not later than 2005.  However, thus far this has not been implemented and the negotiating process is continuing.  Three rounds of trade liberalization have been completed within SAPTA.  Sri Lanka's concessions in these three rounds covered some 204 tariff lines (most of them at the six digit level), with special concessions for the least developed countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, and Nepal).
 

24. The Bangkok Agreement, signed in 1975
, provides for liberalization of both tariff and non-tariff barriers;  at present, the agreement is limited to tariff concessions.  Two rounds of trade negotiations have taken place and a schedule to initiate a third round is being drawn up.  Sri Lanka provides concessional entry to 288 items (174 tariff lines at the eight-digit level and 114 lines at the six-digit level), with most concessions at 50% of the MFN tariff rates.
  Additional concessions were granted to Bangladesh on 30 tariff lines (25 at the six-digit level, and five at the eight-digit level), and to the Lao PDR on seed lac and stick lac (HS 1301.10.01) and cotton linters (HS 1404.20);  these concessions were at 50% of the general tariff duty rates.
 

25. India and Sri Lanka signed a Free Trade Agreement (ILFTA) on 28 December 1998, which entered into force on 1 March 2000.
  Sri Lanka retained some 1,659 items (27.47% of total tariff lines at the eight-digit level) in the negative list (Annex D), which includes agricultural goods as well as some items of "significant production".
  Tariffs are to be eliminated over eight years.  Upon entry into force of the agreement, Sri Lanka would grant duty-free access to all goods included in Annex F‑1 (335 tariff lines at the eight-digit level, 5.55% of total tariff lines), and 50% preference margin for items in Annex F-II (981 tariff lines at the eight-digit level, 16.24% of total tariff lines).  The margins of preference on the items included in Annex F-II will be increased to 70%, 90%, and 100%, respectively at the end of the first, second, and third years of the agreement.  For the remaining items (3,065 lines at the eight-digit level, 50.75% of total tariff lines), except those in the negative list (Annex D), the tariff will be reduced by no less than 35% within the first three years, 70% before the sixth year, and 100% before the eighth year.
  Exports of tea and garments to India are subject to quotas.  The agreement allows for the use of safeguard and anti-dumping measures.  In addition, in case of balance-of-payments difficulties, either party may provisionally suspend the preferential treatment and notify the other partner.
  In 2000, the performance of tea and garments exports to India was not encouraging.
  Exports of these items under ILFTA increased only marginally in 2001 but declined in 2002 (Table II.2).  Export of items under quotas remained low, mainly because entry of these products to India is restricted to two ports, and, according to the authorities these Sri Lankan goods are not competitive in the Indian market.

Table II.2

Quota utilization of ready made garments and tea under ILFTA
	Year
	Tea
	Garments

	
	Exports 
volume (tonnes)
	Quota 
allocation (tonnes)
	Exports 
volume (pieces)
	Quota
allocation (pieces)

	2000
	461
	11,250
	599
	600,000

	2001
	484
	15,000
	382,190
	800,000

	2002
	448
	15,000
	21,221
	800,000


Source:
Government of Sri Lanka.

26. In 2002 Sri Lanka signed two additional free-trade framework agreements.  On 25 July 2002 it signed a Trade and Investment Framework Agreement with the United States, and negotiations continue with a view to concluding a free trade agreement.
  On 1 August 2002, Sri Lanka signed a Free Trade Framework Agreement with Pakistan;  the agreement covers both goods and services.  It appears that negotiations on the annexes to the agreement with Pakistan have been finalized, but the agreement has not yet entered into force.

27. In 2001, Sri Lankan products received preferential treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) schemes of Australia, Bulgaria, Canada, Hungary, Japan, Korea, the Slovak Republic, Switzerland, and the United States;  Sri Lanka was removed from New Zealand's GSP scheme at the end of 1999.
  Sri Lanka participates in the Global System of Trade Preferences (GSTP) among developing countries.  Sri Lanka offers tariff concessions with margins of preference ranging from 50% to 3.85% on 23 tariff lines at the HS four-digit level.  Sri Lanka’s list of concessions under the GSTP includes fruit, prepared fish, rum, prepared explosives, film in rolls, wall paper, sewing machines, and four-wheel-drive vehicles.
  The rules of origin for the GSTP have not changed since the previous Review of Sri Lanka.

28. Sri Lanka is also a party to the Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand - Economic Cooperation (BIMST-EC) Agreement, which came into force in 1997 as a forum to facilitate and promote trade, investment, and technical cooperation among participating countries.
  BIMST-EC has created a working group to draft a framework agreement for a free-trade agreement.  Sri Lanka is also a member of the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) established in 1997.

29. Sri Lanka has finalized negotiations of a draft framework agreement of a proposed FTA with Egypt.  The authorities expect to sign the agreement before the end of 2003.  Talks on the proposed comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA) with Singapore and the proposed FTA with Bangladesh have started. 

(3) Foreign Investment Regime

30. There have been no major changes in Sri Lanka’s investment regime since 1996.  However, restrictions on foreign participation have been relaxed in certain sectors, for example, banking and insurance (Chapter IV).  There is no discrimination against foreign investors, who may benefit from a wide range of incentives provided by the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka (BOI).
  Despite these incentives and BOI’s facilitation, foreign investors still have problems in Sri Lanka.  Difficulties include obstacles to clearing products through customs, lack of access to land to build factories, and inadequate infrastructure (e.g. poor transportation facilities, and unreliable power and water supplies).
  

31. The main laws regulating foreign investment in Sri Lanka are the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka Law No.4 of 1978 as amended (in 1980, 1983, 1992, and 2002) and its implementing regulation, and the Exchange Control Act, which, inter alia, stipulates foreign equity limitations in various sectors.
  The Board of Investment (BOI), an autonomous statutory agency operating directly under the President, is the primary government authority responsible for foreign investment.  It is a "one-stop" window for foreign investors.
  Its services include approving projects, granting licences, establishing eligibility for tax incentives, and assisting in procurement.  The BOI also administers export-processing zones and industrial parks.
  

32. All FDI is subject to government approval in Sri Lanka.  Approval is in general handled by the BOI and is, with some exceptions, automatic.  In certain sectors FDI may not be approved by the BOI;  approval in these cases is granted only after the foreign investment proposal has been evaluated by other government agencies.  Proposals might have to be evaluated by several ministries/agencies, which need to grant a "special approval";  the percentage of equity participation is decided on a case by case basis.
  In other sectors, the BOI may approve FDI up to a certain limit.  Above the stipulated limit, approval will be granted on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the relevant ministry (Table II.3).
  Foreign companies must also apply for registration with the Registrar of Companies to establish a presence in Sri Lanka.

33. The BOI offers a wide range of incentives to eligible local and foreign investors.  Eligibility criteria are determined by the BOI.  Minimum investment, export, and labour requirements, which vary according to sector, are established by BOI as a condition for both local and foreign investors to qualify for incentives (Table AIII.3 and Chapter III(3)).  In addition, under Section 17 of the Act investors may sign an agreement with the BOI to obtain an exemption from specific laws, or to modify or vary the application of such laws.

Table II.3

Reserved and regulated sectors for FDI

	Sectors for which BOI cannot provide direct approval
	Body in charge of approving investment

	Percentage of foreign equity determined on a case-by-case basisa
	

	International air transportation
	Ministry of Transport, Highways and Civil Aviation

	Coastal shipping 
	No information provided 

	Military hardware
	Approval depends upon the product manufactured

	Dangerous drugs, poisons, alcohol, and hazardous or carcinogenic materials
	Approval depends upon the product manufactured

	Currency, coins and security documents 
	Approval depends upon the product manufactured

	Large-scale mechanized mining of gems
	Ministry of Economic Reform, Science and Technology, and Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

	Lotteries
	Ministry of Finance

	Foreign investment allowed up to 100% of equityb
	

	Non-deposit-taking finance companies

Insurance
	Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Finance

	Foreign investment allowed up to 100% of equityc
	

	Banking
	Ministry of Finance

	Sectors for which BOI can provide limited direct approvald
	Body in charge of approving investment above the stipulated limit

	BOI may approve up to 40% of equity for projects
	

	Export production of goods subject to international quotas
	Approval depends on the product

	Growing and primary processing of tea, rubber, coconut, rice, cocoa, sugar, and spices
	Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock

	Timber-based industries using local timber
	Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

	Mining and primary processing of non-renewable natural resources
	Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

	Fishing
	Ministry of Defence, and Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean Resources

	Supply of water 
	Ministry of Irrigation and Water Management

	Mass transportation
	Ministry of Transport, Highways and Civil Aviation

	Telecommunication
	Ministry of Mass Communication

	Professional services
	Ministry of Employment and Labour, Ministry of Public Administration, Management and Reforms

	Freight forwarding
	Ministry of Port Development and Shipping

	Travel agencies
	Ministry of Tourism

	Shipping agency services
	Ministry of Port Development and Shipping


a
Special approval is required for investment in these sectors.  The percentage of equity holding allowed in each sector is decided on a case-by-case basis by the relevant ministry. 

b
Information provided by the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs indicates that foreign investment is allowed up to 90% in insurance.  However, other information indicates that in April 2002 foreign investment limits in the insurance sector were removed (Gazette Notification No. 1232/14 of the Controller of Exchange, Central Bank).

c
Information provided by the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs indicates that foreign investment is allowed up to 60% in the banking sector.  However, other information provided by the Central Bank indicates that foreign equity limits were increased from 49% to 60% in 2000, and subsequently eliminated in May 2002.

d
For investment above the stipulated limit, approval is granted on a case-by-case basis, in consultation with the relevant ministry.

Source:
Notice under the Exchange Control Act, 19 April 2002;  and information provided by the Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs.

34. Sri Lanka notified to the WTO that its investment regime does not provide for local-content requirements, trade-balancing requirements, foreign exchange balancing requirements, exchange restrictions resulting in import restrictions or domestic sales requirements involving restrictions on exports.

35. Since 1996 the Government of Sri Lanka has signed investment protection agreements with Australia, Egypt, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, and Thailand.  Sri Lanka also signed double taxation agreements with Egypt, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Mauritius, Nepal, the Philippines, Russia, Saudi Arabia, and the United States.
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