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III. trade policies and practices by measure

(1) Introduction

1. In general, the Central African Republic applies the decisions of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) on customs matters.  With a few exceptions, its customs tariffs are based on the common external tariff (CET) of the CEMAC, all of which are ad valorem;  the simple average is 18.2 per cent.  The Central African Republic's bindings cover 62.3 per cent of its tariff lines.  The level applicable to bicycles, however, exceeds the bound level.  "Other import duties and taxes" have been bound at zero or 16 per cent depending on the category of product.  There is a problem of consistency with regard to products to which "other duties and taxes" apply when their bound rate is zero.  The application of domestic taxes (VAT and, where applicable, excise duty) by the Central African Republic seems to raise some problems regarding observance of the principle of national treatment.

2. Imports whose value is at least CFAF 500,000 are generally subject to the import verification programme (PVI), under which the company BIVAC has been given the responsibility for preshipment inspection, whose cost must be paid by the importer (1 per cent of the c.i.f. value plus VAT on the inspection fees).  For the 17 categories of products most commonly imported from countries in the subregion, the Central African Republic uses reference values (and also applies price controls on the domestic market), which highlights, inter alia, some of the difficulties it encounters in implementing the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.  There is a monopoly of imports of refined sugar, in principle, until 2008, and coffee may only be imported after domestic production has been sold.  The Central African Republic does not have any legislation on contingency measures and has never imposed any.

3. There is an administrative price control regime for petroleum products, water and electric power.  The Central African Republic has notified the WTO of a number of sanitary and phytosanitary measures (for example, to combat avian influenza).  It has no regulatory framework on standardization and no comprehensive competition policy.  Duties and taxes are levied on exports of gold, diamonds, wood, cattle and live wild animals.  The Central African Republic participates in the Kimberley Process for trade in rough diamonds.

4. The Central African industrial property regime has been harmonized with the provisions in the WTO TRIPS Agreement following the 2004 ratification of the revised Bangui Agreement (1999);  nevertheless, the copyright and related rights regime has not been updated and the authorities are facing problems in combating piracy and counterfeiting.  The government procurement regime is being revised in order to bring it into line with the relevant international regulations.  The State still has a monopoly of water, electric power, some transport services, postal services and basic fixed telecommunications services.  Since the return of political stability in 2003, the Central African Republic has resumed its privatization programme.

(2) Measures Directly Affecting Imports

(i) Registration

5. In the Central African Republic, approval of the Ministry responsible for trade
 is required in order to exercise the profession of trader, together with a professional trader's card.
  To obtain approval, an application accompanied by supporting documentation must be submitted;  in the case of natural persons, approval consists of a simple authorization and for commercial companies it is in the form of a ministerial order.  Traders must be listed in the commercial register.  No distinction is made between nationals and foreigners.

6. In order to obtain a trader's card, an application must be made to the Internal Trade Department of the Ministry responsible for trade, accompanied by supporting documentation such as approval by the Ministry and the entry in the commercial register.  Card-holders must pay the stamp duty
, as well as the business licence fee.
  Trader's cards and business licences are granted on an annual basis and are renewable.  It is not permitted to engage in wholesale and retail trade in the same premises
, nor may the same enterprise engage simultaneously in production, import and trade in the same premises.

(ii) Customs procedures
7. Like the other CEMAC member countries, since 2001 the Central African Republic has applied the CEMAC Customs Code to the import, export and re-export of goods.
  The Code comprises the following suspensive customs regimes:  transit;  temporary admission;  in-bond warehousing (the customs authorities may, exceptionally, allow Central African economic operators to benefit from this regime).  The suspensive processing or economic regimes are:  inward processing;  outward processing;  and drawback.  The other customs regimes are:  import or clearance for home consumption;  export;  and re-export.  The Code is administered by the customs authorities in each member country.  Customs clearance procedures are carried out either by the owners of the goods in the case of goods imported for personal purposes or, compulsorily, by CEMAC-approved customs agents in the case of commercial imports.

8. The provisions of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement are reproduced as they stand in the CEMAC Customs Code and are therefore in principle applicable in the Central African Republic.
  The Central African authorities have, however, drawn up a list of reference values for 17 categories of goods frequently imported from countries in the subregion:  matches;  frozen fish;  milk;  flour;  sugar;  cement;  unrefined palm oil;  used clothing;  cigarettes;  rice;  A1 Jet fuel;  Avgas;  second-hand vehicles;  building materials;  aerated beverages;  beer;  and electric batteries.
  They have also drawn up a list of reference values for 138 categories of products commonly imported without any invoice from countries in the subregion.
  In practice, any value declared that is lower than the corresponding indicative value is deemed to have been undervalued and is automatically adjusted, which raises some problems for implementation of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

9. All imports/exports must be declared.
  Since 1996, there has been an import verification programme (PVI), for which the BIVAC has been responsible since 2003.  The contract with the BIVAC was renewed for three years in June 2006, with a few amendments.
  Under the PVI, with a few exceptions
 all imports of a value of CFAF 500,000 or more are subject to preshipment inspection.
  Importers must provide the BIVAC Bureau Veritas with the following documents:  the commercial import declaration (DIC);  a copy of the bank receipt showing registration of the import;  and a copy of the corresponding pro forma invoice.  Five days must be allowed for preshipment inspection.

10. After the inspection, the exporter must provide the final invoice, the packing list, the transport document and, where applicable, the certificate of origin, the conformity certificate and the phytosanitary or sanitary certificate so that the BIVAC may issue the verification certificate.  The latter certificate, the final invoice and the customs declaration are required for customs clearance of the goods.  The importer is responsible for paying the fees, which amount to 1 per cent of the f.o.b. value (0.9 per cent up to 17 June 2006), with a minimum of CFAF 140,000 for DIC presented for inspection
, and CFAF 20,000 (payable to the authorities) for other DIC;  the importer must also pay 19 per cent VAT on the fee.

11. As a land-locked country, the Central African Republic has no direct access to the sea.
  Consequently, 80 per cent of the goods going to Bangui arrive in the port of Douala in Cameroon and are transported the 1,500 kilometres between Douala and Bangui;  other goods go through the port of Pointe-Noire in the Republic of the Congo.  According to an audit carried out by the non-governmental organization Transparency International and financed and disseminated by the UNDP in early 2006, households and economic operators perceive a problem of corruption within the Central African administration, particularly customs, and consider that officials become corrupt because of the numerous arrears in their wages.  Economic operators estimate that some 70 per cent of the imports along the Douala-Bangui corridor are smuggled goods.
  Aware of the malfunctioning of the customs administration, the Central African authorities reorganized it in 2007.

12. Since 2001, the external offices of the Central African customs in the ports of Douala in Cameroon and Pointe-Noire in the Congo have been responsible for monitoring transit operations to and from the Central African Republic.  They are responsible for issuing transit documents and collecting the corresponding charges (CFAF 53,000 per transit document).  Since 2005, under the administrative assistance agreement between the Cameroonian and Central African customs authorities, signed on 28 April 2005, the Central African authorities have set up a "one-stop" window in the port of Douala for transit to or from the Central African Republic in order to carry out the initial customs formalities for goods;  there are also other controls at checkpoints set up along the road corridor before the containers are finally cleared at the Bangui road terminal.

13. Since 2005 and for a period of five years, the company UNITEC-BENIN has been responsible for the initial customs formalities at the "one-stop" window for transit in Douala and along the corridor with the Republic of the Congo.  This company carries out the following customs procedures:  prepayment of duties and taxes on goods when they arrive in the port of unloading, as well as those on second-hand vehicles;  collection of an advance (flat-rate minimum tax) on corporation tax (IS) or personal income tax (IR), unless the names of the companies or persons concerned appear on a list of taxpayers that meet their tax obligations;  collection of port fees, for example, those on vehicles, goods in containers, bulk goods, phytosanitary control, and the cargo monitoring slip.  UNITEC-BENIN is remunerated according to its performance in increasing revenue on behalf of the State.

14. Customs procedures have been computerized in Bangui but not in the other offices.
  The average time taken is 48 hours as of the submission of the documentation in full, but perishable goods may be removed immediately provided that the customs declaration is submitted within 11 days.  If there is any dispute, the customs administration releases the goods against payment of the amount of duties and taxes it has determined.

(iii) Rules of origin
15. The Central African Republic does not have any national rules of origin for non-preferential purposes.  Nevertheless, as a member of the CEMAC customs union, in principle it also applies the Community rules of origin for non-preferential purposes (Chapter II(3)(d)).

(iv) Customs levies
(a) Customs tariff and other duties and taxes
16. Goods imported into the Central African Republic under the clearance for home use regime are subject to several import duties and taxes.
  The taxable base is the c.i.f. value at the first point of entry into the territory of the CEMAC and does not include transport costs within the Community.  In 2005, customs revenue amounted to some CFAF 24.6 billion, of which 86 per cent derived from various import duties and taxes and the rest from taxes on exports.  Some 21 per cent of customs revenue came from petroleum products (duty, VAT, single tax on petroleum products (TUPP)).  During the first nine months of 2006, customs revenue accounted for 65 per cent of tax revenue (excluding grants).

MFN tariff applied
17. The version of the CEMAC's CET applied by the Central African Republic comprises 5,663 eight digit lines of the 2002 version of the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) (Table AIII.1).  Like the CEMAC's CET, all the rates are ad valorem and depend on the category of product: basic commodities (5 per cent);  raw materials and capital goods (10 per cent);  intermediate and other goods (20 per cent);  and final consumer goods (30 per cent).  The zero rate applies to 32 tariff lines relating to cultural products covered by the Florence Agreement adopted by UNESCO.
  The Central African Republic also applies a zero rate to cement (HS 25.23) and to new transport vehicles (HS 87.01, 87.04 and 87.16), contrary to the CET rate on these products.

18. The simple arithmetic average of the rates applied was 18.2 per cent in 2006 (Table III.1).  Agricultural products (WTO definition) are subject to heavier taxation (simple average 22.7 per cent) than non-agricultural products (average of 17.6 per cent).  According to the ISIC (Rev. 2) definition, agriculture remains the most highly protected sector (with an average tariff of 23.2 per cent), followed by manufacturing (18.1 per cent) and mining (11.4 per cent).  Agricultural products account for a large share of consumers' expenditure, especially those on low incomes, and the heavy taxation adds to their costs.

19. The coefficient of variation of 0.5 indicates moderate dispersion of tariff rates (Chart III.1).  Overall, the tariff shows mixed escalation, negative for raw materials (because of the relatively high degree of protection afforded to agricultural products), with an average level of protection of 19.5 per cent for semi-finished goods (average level of protection of 14.7 per cent), and then positive with an average tariff of 20.2 per cent on finished products (Table III.2).  A more detailed breakdown, however, reveals positive escalation in most industries, with the exception of food products (including beverages and tobacco), wood and articles of wood, and non-metallic mineral products (Chart III.2).

Table III.1

MFN applied tariff structure, 2006

	 
	 
	2006
	Uruguay Rounda

	1
	Tariff lines bound (as a percentage of all tariff lines)
	62.2
	62.2

	2
	Tariff lines eligible for duty-free entry (as a percentage of all tariff lines)
	1.1
	0.0

	3
	Duties other than ad valorem (as a percentage of all tariff lines)
	0.0
	0.0

	4
	Tariff quotas (as a percentage of all tariff lines)
	0.0
	0.0

	5
	Duties other than ad valorem without any AVE (as a percentage of all tariff lines)
	0.0
	0.0

	6
	Simple average rate
	18.2
	35.9

	 
	Agricultural products (WTO definition)a
	22.7
	30.0

	 
	Non-agricultural products (WTO definition)b
	17.5
	37.8

	 
	Agriculture, hunting and forestry (ISIC 1)
	23.2
	30.0

	 
	Mining and quarrying (ISIC 2)
	11.4
	29.9

	 
	Manufacturing (ISIC 3)
	18.0
	36.7

	Table III.1 (cont'd)

	7
	National tariff peaks (as a percentage of all tariff lines)c
	0.0
	0.0

	8
	International tariff peaks (as a percentage of all tariff lines)d
	49.3
	100.0

	9
	Overall standard deviation of rates applied
	9.7
	8.9

	10
	Nuisance duties (as a percentage of all tariff lines)e
	0.0
	0.0


a
WTO Agreement on Agriculture.

b
Excluding petroleum.

c
National tariff peaks are duties that are higher than three times the simple average of all the rates applied (indicator 6).

d
International tariff peaks are duties that exceed 15 per cent.

e
Nuisance rates are those of over 0 per cent but not exceeding 2 per cent.
Note:
Indicator 1 is based on all the tariff lines (in-quota and out-of-quota lines);  the other indicators exclude in-quota lines.  Indicators 6 to 10 are calculated on the basis of lines for which an ad valorem rate could not be taken into account.
Source:
WTO Secretariat calculations based on data provided by the Central African authorities and the CEMAC.
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WTO Secretariat calculations based on data provided by the Central African authorities and the CEMAC.

Chart III.1

Breakdown of MFN duties applied, 2006
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Table III.2

Summary of MFN tariff applied, 2006

	Description
	Number of lines
	Rate applied in 2006
	Imports 2005 (US$ millions)

	
	
	Number of lines used
	Simple average duty (percentage)
	Range of duty (percentage)
	Standard variation (percentage)
	CV
	

	Total
	5,663
	5,663
	18.3
	0-30
	9.6
	0.5
	186.4a

	By WTO categoryb
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Agricultural products
	841
	841
	22.7
	5-30
	9.6
	0.4
	32.3

	Live animals and animal products
	103
	103
	21.9
	5-30
	7.0
	0.3
	0.5

	Dairy products
	29
	29
	26.6
	10-30
	6.1
	0.2
	1.3

	Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, etc.
	202
	202
	26.1
	5-30
	8.1
	0.3
	21.1

	Cut flowers and plants
	40
	40
	10.0
	5-30
	5.1
	0.5
	0.1

	Fruit and vegetables
	173
	173
	29.7
	5-30
	2.7
	0.1
	0.7

	Cereals
	26
	26
	14.6
	5-30
	10.2
	0.7
	0.6

	Oilseeds, fats and oils
	73
	73
	20.8
	5-30
	10.6
	0.5
	2.2

	Beverages and alcohol
	47
	47
	28.8
	5-30
	4.3
	0.2
	1.4

	Tobacco
	11
	11
	20.9
	10-30
	10.4
	0.5
	3.1

	Other agricultural products
	137
	137
	12.9
	5-30
	8.1
	0.6
	1.3

	Non-agricultural products (excluding petroleum)
	4,816
	4,816
	17.6
	0-30
	9.4
	0.5
	121.9

	Fish and fish products
	134
	134
	23.6
	5-30
	5.3
	0.2
	1.1

	Minerals, precious stones and
metals
	345
	345
	18.8
	5-30
	10.5
	0.6
	5.9

	Metals
	626
	626
	16.0
	5-30
	7.9
	0.5
	8.5

	Chemicals and photographic products
	900
	900
	11.6
	5-30
	6.2
	0.5
	13.7

	Leather, rubber, footwear and travel articles
	169
	169
	20.8
	0-30
	10.1
	0.5
	2.3

	Wood, wood pulp, paper and furniture
	353
	353
	21.7
	0-30
	10.6
	0.5
	51.0

	Textiles and clothing
	868
	868
	22.6
	0-30
	8.6
	0.4
	4.7

	Transport equipment
	161
	161
	15.1
	0-30
	8.9
	0.6
	15.9

	Non-electrical machinery
	552
	552
	12.3
	0-30
	5.6
	0.5
	9.2

	Electrical machinery
	255
	255
	16.7
	10-30
	7.8
	0.5
	6.2

	Non-agricultural products n.e.s.
	453
	453
	22.8
	0-30
	9.6
	0.4
	3.3

	By ISIC sectorb
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing
	432
	432
	23.2
	5-30
	9.8
	0.4
	30.1

	Mining and quarrying
	109
	109
	11.4
	5-30
	5.4
	0.5
	0.9

	Manufacturing
	5,121
	5,121
	18.1
	0-30
	9.5
	0.5
	154.4

	By stage of processing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Raw materials
	776
	776
	19.5
	5-30
	10.0
	0.5
	36.1

	Semi-finished products
	1,844
	1,844
	14.7
	0-30
	7.8
	0.5
	43.3

	Finished products
	3,043
	3,043
	20.2
	0-30
	9.9
	0.5
	105.9


a
The total imports exceed the sum of the sub-lines because some products, amounting to US$1 million, are not classified in the Harmonized System.

b
There are six tariff lines for petroleum products that have not been taken into account.

c
International Standard Classification of All Economic Activities (Rev. 2).  Excluding electricity, gas and water (one tariff line).

Note:
CV = coefficient of variation.
Source:
Estimates by the WTO Secretariat based on data provided by the Central African authorities and the CEMAC;  and the Comtrade database of the United Nations Statistical Division on imports in 2005.
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WTO Secretariat calculations based on data provided by the Central African authorities and the CEMAC.
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Other import duties and taxes
20. In addition to PVI-related costs for the transactions to which they apply (section (2)(ii)) and customs duty, goods cleared for home use are subject to several other taxes: the 1 per cent CEMAC Community integration tax (TCI), applicable to imports originating in countries outside the CEMAC;  the 0.4 per cent Community integration contribution (CCI) of the ECCAS, applicable to imports originating in countries outside the ECCAS;  the 0.05 per cent OHADA levy;  and the 0.50 per cent levy on computer equipment for finance (REIF).

21. A special CFAF 7 duty is payable on each net kilogram of coffee imported during the authorized period (section (v)).
  In 2006, the Central African authorities also drew up a list of specific duties and taxes applicable to second-hand vehicles.

Binding of duties and taxes

22. During the Uruguay Round, the Central African Republic bound 62.3 per cent of the six-digit tariff lines in its Customs Tariff (schedule CIV).  Resulting solely from the Uruguay Round as the Central African Republic had no previous specific tariff commitments, these bindings cover all agricultural products, like those of other WTO Members, as well as several non-agricultural products.

23. For agricultural products, the bindings were at the rate of 30 per cent;  for the non-agricultural products concerned, the bound rates range from 20 to 70 per cent.
  One tariff line, HS 871200 (bicycles and other cycles) has a bound rate that is lower than the rate applied (25 and 30 per cent respectively).  The "other duties and taxes" on products for which tariffs were bound are at the zero or 16 per cent rate, depending on the category of good, although they are taxable at non-zero rates.
(b) Internal taxes

24. Since 1 January 2001, in accordance with CEMAC regulations
, the Central African Republic has applied VAT, the standard rate being 19 per cent since 2006.
  VAT is levied on goods for home consumption irrespective of their origin (including goods of CEMAC origin).  The taxable base for imports is the customs value plus customs duty and excise duty where applicable (in accordance with CEMAC regulations), whereas for local products it is imposed on the basis of the price paid by the customer.
  Some staple goods, whether imported or produced locally, are in principle exempt from VAT.
  Meat, fruit and vegetables produced locally are, however, exempt from VAT, unlike competing imports.  Exports are subject to the zero rate (section (3)(ii)).

25. In accordance with CEMAC regulations
, the Central African Republic levies a 25 per cent excise duty on alcoholic beverages, cigarettes and tobacco, perfumes and cosmetics, and precious stones.
  Locally-produced non-alcoholic beverages are exempt from the 10 per cent excise duty imposed on imported competing products.  The taxable base for imported products is the customs value plus the customs duty, whereas for local products the basis is the price paid by the customer.

26. An advance on income tax (IR) or corporation tax (IS) is also levied on all transactions in goods and services of a commercial nature.  This advance applies to imports and to transactions on the domestic market (with the exception of the sale of water and electricity).  Since 2007, the advance on imports has been 5 per cent of the customs value plus all duties and taxes, except for VAT (and excise duty where applicable), and 5 per cent of the price (including all taxes except for VAT) on transactions on the domestic market.
  Economic operators not subject to the IS or the IR pay the minimum flat-rate tax (IMF) of 3 per cent.

(c) Duty and tax preferences
27. The Central African Republic does not grant preferences under the CEMAC generalized preferential tariff (TPG) as it has obtained a waiver in this respect (Chapter II(3)(d)).  Consequently, it does not currently grant preferences to any country.

(d) Duty and tax exemptions and concessions

28. The Central African Republic allows suspension from duties and taxes for goods under the following procedures:  transit;  temporary admission
;  and in-bond warehousing (section (ii) above).  It also grants exemption from customs duty to approved enterprises under the National Investment Charter (Chapter II(4)(i)), the Forestry Code (Chapter IV(2)(iii)(c)), the Petroleum Code (Chapter IV(3)(ii)), and to mining regimes (Chapter IV(3)(i));  nevertheless, for the purposes of fiscal control, the 2007 Finance Law suspended all tax and customs exemptions granted prior to 1 January 2007.
  Diplomatic missions, international non-governmental organizations and government procurement financed by external funds are exempt from VAT and, where applicable, excise duty.

29. Other exemptions are given to "large enterprises" under the agreements on their establishment or under bilateral conventions or agreements.
  The total amount of customs exemptions was estimated to be CFAF 3.7 billion in 2005, equivalent to a loss of around 11 per cent of customs revenue;  in 2005, the customs exemptions given to large enterprises under bilateral conventions or agreements accounted for around 89 per cent.

(v) Prohibitions, quantitative restrictions and licensing
30. The Central African Republic has abolished most of its quantitative import restrictions, except those on sugar and coffee;  the DIC regime (section (ii) above) has been applied since 1986.
  The Central African Republic has not notified its regimes on prohibition, authorization and import licensing as such to the WTO.  It has, however, notified several related measures to the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade.  These include a 90 per cent monopoly of sugar imports (as well as the relevant licences) granted to the private company, Sucrière en Afrique – SUCAF-RCA (African Sugar Company) (Chapter IV(2)(iii)(c)), for which the authorities cited Article XIX of the GATT 1994 as the legal basis.
  The authorities have also notified the creation of a regulatory body for sugar imports.
  Another notification to the WTO relates to a ban on the import of certain products containing mercury.
  Coffee can only be imported as of the date on which all the domestic output is deemed to have been sold (usually in April each year).

31. The import of pharmaceuticals into the Central African Republic is subject to registration formalities and a marketing authorization from the Minister of Health
, while the import of pharmaceuticals for veterinary use requires approval by the Minister responsible for livestock.
  The production, import and sale of iodized salt for human or animal consumption are subject to controls in order to protect human and animal health.
  The import and marketing of saccharine are controlled in order to protect human health.
  It is forbidden to collect or trade in ivory.
  Import and marketing of cellular telephones requires prior authorization by the Minister responsible for telecommunications.
  In general, controls in the form of import permits apply in order to protect consumers, live animals, plants or the environment, particularly under the international conventions signed by the Central African Republic.

32. The Central African Republic participates in the Kimberley Process for trade in rough diamonds (section (3)(iii)).

(vi) Standardization, accreditation and certification

33. The Central African Republic has not made any notification to the WTO regarding its standardization regime or its accreditation and certification procedures.  The authorities have confirmed that there is no such regime at the national level and have indicated that a subregional project at the CEMAC level is under preparation.  The Central African Republic is not a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).  When needed, it utilizes the standards laid down by the Association française de normalisation – AFNOR (French Standards Association).

(vii) Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures

34. The Central African Republic has not notified the WTO of its regimes on sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures as such.  Nevertheless, the authorities have notified the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade of the ban on imports of poultry and poultry products from certain countries with occurrence of disease and recognized as such by international bodies.
  The Ministry responsible for rural development is also in charge of the measures taken to protect animal health.  It is prohibited to market spoilt or toxic food or food that does not meet the microbiological or hygiene quality criteria laid down by the Comité national d'alimentation, de l'hygiène et de la nutrition (National Committee for Food, Hygiene and Nutrition).

35. The import of plants, as well as packaging made of plant material, requires a phytosanitary certificate issued by the authorities in the country of origin.
  A prior authorization is required in order to sell insecticides in the Central African Republic.  The phytosanitary inspection taxes and fees are fixed according to a scale.
  Products of animal origin must undergo sanitary import control and be accompanied by a sanitary certificate issued by the authorities in the country of origin.

36. The Central African Republic complies with the provisions of the FAO International Plant Protection Convention;  the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius;  the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES);  and the World Animal Health Organization.

(viii) Rules on packaging, marking and labelling
37. The Central African Republic has notified the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade of the compulsory marking of packaging and containers for tobacco products put on sale.
  The name and address of the importer, together with the weight and the country of origin of the product, must be placed on the bags used for imports of wheat flour, rice and sugar.
  The metric system and the French language must be used in the Central African Republic.
(ix) Contingency measures

38. The WTO has not been notified by the Central African Republic of any contingency measures and the country does not have any domestic legislation on anti-dumping, countervailing or safeguard measures.  In a notification to the WTO, the Central African Republic cited Article XIX of the GATT 1994 as the legal basis for its sugar regime, but it still has to comply with the procedures established for this purpose (section (2)(v)).

(x) Other measures

39. According to the authorities, there is no provision prescribing national content for the purposes of fiscal, customs or financial benefits, inter alia.  No agreement has been signed with foreign governments or enterprises with a view to affecting the volume or value of goods and services exported to the Central African Republic.  Likewise, the authorities are not aware of any such agreements between national and foreign companies.  The Central African Republic complies with the international trade sanctions decided by the United Nations Security Council and the regional bodies to which it belongs.

(3) Measures Directly Affecting Exports
(i) Customs procedures

40. The registration formalities applicable to the import of goods for commercial purposes also apply to export (section (2)(i) above).  All exports require an export declaration, as well as a customs declaration.  A document showing the foreign currency committed, endorsed by the bank with which the transaction is domiciled, is also required for all export transactions.  The foreign currency commitment consists of the obligation to repatriate the export earnings from countries outside the CEMAC and to convert them into CFA francs within 30 days following shipment of the goods.

41. The export of precious stones and precious and semi-precious metals is restricted to mining companies in possession of mining titles, approved purchasing bureaux, and organized and approved mining cooperatives (for exports amounting to at least CFAF 40 million).
  The Bureau d'évaluation et de contrôle du diamant et de l'or – Becdor (Bureau for the Valuation and Control of Diamonds and Gold), a State body, values gold and diamonds for the purpose of applying the export duties and taxes (section (ii) below).

42. Since 2005, the export verification programme for wood products has been entrusted to the company BIVAC.  The programme covers the inspection, identification and marking of logs for export (when they are loaded onto trucks), as well as of wood products entering and leaving sawmills and when trucks go through the border posts with Cameroon.  The BIVAC is also responsible for securitizing customs revenue by verifying the price of wood, the basis for applying export duty.  The exporter pays the BIVAC's fees, which amount to 1 per cent of the f.o.t. value (free-on-truck, i.e. leaving the Central African Republic on a truck), determined twice yearly in a joint order issued by the Ministers responsible for forests and for finance
, to which VAT of 19 per cent is added;  the minimum fee is CFAF 140,000.

43. The Office de réglementation de la commercialisation et du contrôle du conditionnement des produits agricoles - ORCCPA (Office for the regulation of the marketing and control of processing of agricultural products), responsible for the coffee subsector, grants coffee exporters the required approval.
  Export of cattle is the subject of special measures, for example, the obligation to sell the cattle on terminal markets in the Central African Republic and the submission of a sanitary certificate and international passport for cattle issued by the CEBEVIRHA-CEMAC.
  Fees are charged for issuing these various documents.

(ii) Export duties and taxes

44. The zero VAT regime applies to exports, as does the suspensive procedure for imports of products used to manufacture exports (section (2)(iv)(d)).  In general, exports of goods are subject to the REIF of 0.50 per cent.  The Central African customs also levy a 5 per cent advance on the IR or IS for exports of a commercial nature (section (2)(iv)(a)).  Economic operators not subject to the IS or the IR pay the IMF of 3 per cent, with the exception of coffee exporters.

45. Gold, diamonds, wood, cattle and live wild animals are the subject of special regimes as regards export duties and taxes.  In the case of gold, the export duty is 1 per cent and the mining promotion tax is 0.75 per cent of the Becdor value.  For diamonds, the export duty is 4 per cent, the mining promotion tax is 1 per cent and the special tax on purchases of diamonds is 3 per cent.  Export duty is 10.5 per cent on logs and 4.5 per cent on sawn wood, based on the f.o.t. value (free-on-truck, i.e. leaving the Central African Republic on a truck), determined twice yearly in a joint order issued by the Ministers responsible for forests and for finance.
  Cattle are subject to an export tax (CFAF 1,000/head of cattle; CFAF 500/head of small livestock).  Live wild animals are also subject to export taxes.

46. Coffee under the temporary admission regime is subject to CFAF 10/kg net after processing.

(iii) Prohibitions, quantitative restrictions, export controls and licences

47. The Central African Republic has eliminated all quantitative export restrictions.  It has had an export declaration regime since 1986.
  It has participated in the Kimberley Process (KP) for trade in rough diamonds since April 2003.
  The KP's permanent secretariat has been designated by the State for this purpose, in particular for certifying parcels of rough diamonds exported and verifying the traceability of diamonds produced in the country.  A fee of 0.50 per cent of the Becdor value is levied for this service.  Hunting permits include the right to export the carcases and trophies of the common game hunted.

48. The Central African Republic has established a scheme for the sanitary certification of the products concerned (cattle, all types of meat).  Green coffee must meet quality standards in order to be exported.

(iv) Export subsidies, promotion and assistance

49. Exports are subject to the zero-rate VAT regime, with the possibility of refunding the tax paid on inputs (Table II.2).  Customs duty may be suspended in the case of temporary admission, duty-free entry or inward processing for export-oriented activities.

(4) Measures Affecting Production And Trade

(i) Protection of intellectual property rights

(a) Overview

50. The Central African Republic is a member of the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), set up by the Bangui Agreement (1977).
  It ratified the revised Bangui Agreement (1999) on 14 April 2004.  This Agreement is directly enforceable in the Central African Republic pursuant to the 2004 Constitution (Chapter II(1)), as an automatically enforceable State law.  In addition to the revised Bangui Agreement (1999), the Central African Republic has national legislation on copyright and related rights dating from 1985.

51. At the same time as the revised Bangui Agreement (1999) entered into force, Annexes I to VIII also came into effect covering the following:  patents (Annex I), utility models (Annex II), trademarks and service marks (Annex III), industrial designs (Annex IV), trade names (Annex V), geographical indications (Annex VI), copyright and related rights (Annex VII), and protection against unfair competition (Annex VIII).  Annex X on new plant varieties, which must be patentable pursuant to Article 27 of the WTO TRIPS Agreement, entered into force on 1 January 2006.  The OAPI Administrative Council has deferred the entry into force of Annex IX dealing with layout designs (topographies) of integrated circuits, for which protection must be provided under Article 35 of the TRIPS Agreement, because of the lack of the necessary competence to examine applications for protection that might be filed under this Annex.  As a least developed country, the Central African Republic is eligible for deferral of full application of the WTO TRIPS Agreement until 2016 for matters relating to pharmaceuticals and until 2013 for other products.

52. The revised Bangui Agreement (1999) does not in principle allow parallel imports.
  Nevertheless, an ex officio licence may be granted when this is of vital interest to the economy of the country, public health or national defence.

53. The revised Bangui Agreement (1999) contains provisions on the penalties for infringement of intellectual property rights and the national authorities are responsible for imposing them.  Fines have been sharply increased in order to enhance their deterrent effect (Table III.3).
  For repeated offences, terms of imprisonment of one to six months are provided.  The penalties may only be imposed by the competent Office of the Public Prosecutor subject to a complaint by the injured party.  The regulatory framework for competition in principle applies to patent infringement (section (4)(ii)).

Table III.3

Fines and terms of imprisonment under the Bangui Agreement (1977) and its revision (1999)

	Offence
	Bangui Agreement (1977)
	Bangui Agreement (1999)

	Infringement of patents
	Fine of CFAF 30,000 to 50,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months

	Infringement of utility models
	Fine of CFAF 30,000 to 180,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 6,000,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months

	Unlawful exploitation of registered trademarks
	Fine of CFAF 50,000 to 150,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 1 month to 1 year
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 and a term of imprisonment of 3 months to 2 years

	Unlawful use of compulsory marks and prohibited signs
	Fine of CFAF 50,000 to 100,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 15 days to 6 months
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 and a term of imprisonment of 15 days to 6 months

	Infringement of rights in industrial designs
	Fine of CFAF 50,000 to 300,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 6,000,000 and, if the offence is repeated, a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months

	Infringement of rights in trade names
	Fine of CFAF 50,000 to 300,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 3 months to 1 year
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 3 months to 2 years

	Infringement of rights in appellations of origin
	Fine of CFAF 50,000 to 300,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 3 months to 1 year
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 6,000,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 3 months to 1 year

	Table III.3 (cont'd)

	Layout-designs (topographies) of integrated circuitsa
	n.a.
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 6,000,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of up to 6 months

	Protection of new plant varieties
	n.a.
	Fine of CFAF 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 and/or a term of imprisonment of 1 to 6 months


n.a.
Not applicable.

a
The regime under the revised Bangui Agreement is not in force.
Source:
WTO Secretariat.

(b) Industrial property
54. In undertaking the revision of the Bangui Agreement, the member States of the OAPI wished "to make its provisions consistent with the requirements of international intellectual property treaties to which the member States belong, in particular the TRIPS Agreement;  to simplify procedures for issuing titles;  to broaden the scope of protection;  and to make good certain legal gaps".
  The subjects and terms of protection have been modified in order to harmonize them with the provisions of the TRIPS Agreement (Table III.4).

55. For each of its member States, the OAPI serves as the national industrial property office and provides a common system of administrative procedures for registering rights.  The procedure commences with the filing of an application which, in the case of applicants domiciled outside the OAPI member States, must be submitted to the OAPI, either through an agent appointed in one of the member States or under the procedures laid down in the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
  For applicants domiciled in the Central African Republic, applications are filed with the Service national de la propriété industrielle - SNPI (National Industrial Property Service) (within the Ministry responsible for industry), which acts as the national structure for liaison (SNL) with the OAPI.  Between 1994 and 2005, the SNPI received 65 applications, seven of which concerned patents for inventions, two utility models, four related to trademarks and 52 to trade names.  The SNPI also has activities to promote awareness and provide information to economic operators but does not have sufficient resources to combat patent infringement, which concerns pharmaceuticals, leather goods and beauty products in particular.

Table III.4

Subjects and terms of protection under the Bangui Agreement (1977) and its revision (1999)

	Subject
	Bangui Agreement (1977)
	Bangui Agreement (1999)

	Patents
	10 years, renewable for a maximum of two further periods of 5 years
	20 years

	Utility models
	5 years
	10 years

	Trademarks or service marks
	10 years, renewable every 10 years
	10 years, renewable every 10 years

	Industrial designs
	5 years
	5 years, renewable twice

	Trade names
	10 years, renewable every 10 years
	10 years, renewable every 10 years

	Appellations of origin
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Literary and artistic property
	
	

	Copyright
	Lifetime of the author + 50 years
	Lifetime of the author + 70 years

	
	
	Table III.4 (cont'd)

	Films, radio and audiovisual programmes
	50 years
	70 years

	Photographs
	25 years
	25 years

	Related rights for performances
	n.a.
	50 years

	Related rights for phonograms
	n.a.
	50 years

	Related rights for radio broadcasts
	n.a.
	25 years

	Layout-designs (topographies) of integrated circuitsa
	n.a.
	10 years

	Protection of new plant varieties
	n.a.
	25 years


n.a.
Not applicable.

a
The regime under the revised Bangui Agreement regime is not in force.
Source:
WTO Secretariat.
56. After the application has been received by the Director General, the OAPI initiates the procedure, registers the application and examines it.  Any decision to reject an application may be the subject of an appeal to the High Commission for Appeals, whose decision is final.  If a patent is issued, the relevant rights remain in force subject to payment of the requisite fees to the OAPI.  Where there is a dispute, the national courts alone are empowered to rule on the plaintiff's case.

(c) Copyright and related rights
57. The regulatory framework for copyright in the Central African Republic is harmonized neither with Annex VII to the revised Bangui Agreement (1999) nor with the relevant provisions of the WTO's TRIPS Agreement.  For example, under the Central African regime, the term of copyright protection is the lifetime of the author plus 50 years after his death, whereas the term is 70 years under the revised Bangui Agreement (1999).  The Bureau centrafricain du droit d'auteur – BUCADA (Central African Copyright Bureau) which had administered and protected copyright and related rights since 1986
, was abolished on 20 January 2005 and its duties were taken over by an ad hoc committee set up within the Ministry responsible for culture.  This committee is considering updating the regulatory provisions and the structure to replace the BUCADA.  For the time being, the committee does not have the resources needed to combat piracy.

(d) Multilateral intellectual property protection treaties

58. The Central African Republic not only belongs to the OAPI but has also been a member of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) since 23 August 1978.  The revised Bangui Agreement (1999) recommends that its members accede to certain agreements, treaties and conventions, but the Central African Republic has not yet signed the majority of the treaties administered by the WIPO (Table III.5);  the authorities would like to receive technical assistance for this purpose.

Table III.5

Status of the Central African Republic regarding ratification of the intellectual property protection treaties administered by the WIPO, 2007
	Treaty
	Undertaking to accede to treaties under the 1999 Bangui Agreement 
	Date of accession 

	Protection of intellectual property

	Berne Convention
	Yes
	3 September 1977;  3 September 1977 for the Paris revision

	Brussels Convention
	No
	Non-signatory

	Film Register Treaty 
	No
	Non-signatory

	Madrid Agreement (Source)
	No
	Non-signatory

	Nairobi Treaty
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Paris Convention
	Yes
	19 September 1963;  5 September 1978 for the Stockholm revision

	Patent Law Treaty (PLT)
	No
	Non-signatory

	Phonograms Convention
	No
	Non-signatory

	Rome Convention
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Trademark Law Treaty
	No
	Non-signatory

	Washington Treatya
	No
	Non-signatory

	WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT)
	No
	Non-signatory

	WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT)
	No
	Non-signatory

	Global protection system

	Budapest Treaty
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Hague Agreement
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Lisbon Agreement
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Madrid Agreement (Marks)
	Yes
	Non-signatory

	Patent Cooperation Treaty
	Yes
	24 January 1978

	Classification

	Locarno Agreement
	No
	Non-signatory 

	Nice Agreement
	No
	Non-signatory

	Strasbourg Agreement
	No
	Non-signatory 

	Vienna Agreement
	No
	Non-signatory 

	Memorandum item:

	International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
	Yes
	Non-signatory


Source:
WIPO and Preamble to the Bangui Agreement (1999).

(ii) Competition policy

59. The Central African Republic does not have any comprehensive competition policy.  The current regulatory framework dates from 1992 and covers some aspects of the question:  free pricing and its limits set down in the regulations;  some anti-competitive practices
;  the rules governing commercial transactions (with a view to protecting consumers);  and the suppression of economic fraud.
  In 2006, this framework was supplemented, in particular by strengthening the definition of anti-competitive practices and the penalties for the offences covered by the law.

60. Consumer protection is also one of the objectives of the law.  The focus is on transparency of prices and taxes and product quality.  For example, traders must inform consumers of the price of the goods or services on offer and must provide an invoice upon request.  The law punishes offences such as deception regarding the nature, volume, composition, quality or origin of the goods (and also covers counterfeiting (section (4)(i)).  The competition law also deals with offences connected with the exercise of the profession of trader and the application of the relevant provisions on domestic and foreign trade.

61. In principle, prices are determined by the free play of fair competition, except in the case of staple goods, which have been subject to a control regime since 1994;  or if there are exceptional circumstances that could lead to excessive price increases, in which case the prices are subject to transitional regulation.  At present, controls also apply to 17 categories of product that are also the subject of reference values for imports (section (2)(ii)).  The ORCCPA, which deals with the coffee subsector, determines the indicative domestic price for each season (Chapter IV(2)(iii)(a)).
  A minimum purchase price is also one of the accompanying measures in the cotton subsector (Chapter IV(2)(iii)(b)).

62. It should be noted that price controls, outside the special regimes, also apply to petroleum products (Chapter IV(3)(ii)), water (Chapter IV(3)(iv)) and electricity (Chapter IV(3)(iii)).

(iii) Incentives

63. The Central African Republic has not notified the WTO of subsidies or aid.  The main support measures in effect relate to the benefits available to enterprises approved under the National Investment Charter (Chapter II(4)(i)), the Forestry Code (Chapter IV(2)(v)), the Petroleum Code (Chapter IV(3)(ii)) and the mining regimes (Chapter IV(3)(i)), as well as the exemptions given to large enterprises under the agreement on their establishment or a bilateral agreement.  In addition, the State supports agriculture in various ways (Chapter IV(2)(ii)).  Public services such as electricity (Chapter IV(3)(iii)), water (Chapter IV(3)(iv)), transport (Chapter IV(5)(i)) and fixed telecommunications (Chapter IV(5)(iii)) also benefit from government support.

(iv) State trading, State-owned enterprises and privatization

64. The Central African Republic has not notified the WTO of any State-trading enterprises within the meaning of Article XVII of the GATT.  Nevertheless, there are the following de facto or de jure monopolies:  a monopoly of 90 per cent of sugar imports has been given to the private company SUCAF-RCA (Chapter IV(2)(iii)(c));  and the import of electric power is the exclusive prerogative of the State-owned electricity company Energie Centrafricaine – ENERCA (Chapter IV(3)(iii)).  There are also monopolies of the import, transport and storage of hydrocarbons (Chapter IV(3)(ii));  international road transport (Chapter IV(5)(i)(c));  and postal services and basic fixed telecommunications services (Chapter IV(5)(iv)).

65. Government enterprises and offices are subject to a special regime.
  The 1996 privatization programme has been resumed since the return of political stability in 2003
;  according to the authorities, the most commonly-used method of privatization is an invitation to tender, in accordance with the procedures laid down by law.
  Prior to this, the main achievements were the privatization of the State's shares in several commercial banks and hotels and the reorganization of the State-owned enterprise PETROCA (Chapter IV(3)(ii)).  Since 2003, the Central African Republic has been pursuing several objectives, including the sale of the State's remaining shares in hotels, rehabilitation of the oil palm plantation company CENTRAPALM with a view to its sale, as well as the privatization or granting of a concession for State-owned enterprises in the water and basic fixed telecommunications services subsectors (Table III.6).
  The State-owned enterprise ENERCA was withdrawn from the privatization programme in 1996 (Chapter IV(3)(iii)).

Table III.6

Enterprises with State participation, March 2007

	
	Activity
	Share of the capital held by the State
(Percentage)

	Agence centrale de formation professionnelle et de l'emploi (ACFPE)
	Training
	100

	Agence de régulation des télécommunications (ART)
	Regulates telecommunications services
	100

	Bureau d'affrètement routier centrafricain (BARC)
	International land transport
	33

	Banque internationale pour la Centrafrique (BICA)
	Banking services
	5

	Banque populaire maroco-centrafricaine (BPMC)
	Banking services
	37.5

	CENTRAPALM
	Oil palm industry
	100

	Commercial Bank Centrafrique (CBCA)
	Banking services
	10

	Énergie centrafricaine (ENERCA)
	Generation, transport and distribution of electricity
	100

	Hôtel du centre
	Hotel services
	100

	Oubangui hôtel
	Hotel services
	15

	Imprimerie centrafricaine (ICA)
	Printing
	100

	Fonds d'entretien routier
	Financing of roads
	100

	Office centrafricain de sécurité sociale (OCSS)
	Supply of services
	100

	Office national d'informatique (ONI)
	Electronic data processing
	100

	Office national des postes et de l'épargne (ONPE)
	Postal and savings services
	100

	Office national du matériel (ONM)
	Leasing of machinery and equipment
	100

	Office de réglementation et de la commercialisation du contrôle du conditionnement des produits agricoles (ORCCPA)
	Control of agricultural products
	100

	Société d'état de gestion des abattoirs (SEGA)
	Slaughtering of meat
	100

	Société centrafricaine de développement des textiles (SOCADETEX)
	Cotton subsector
	15

	Société centrafricaine des télécommunications (SOCATEL)
	Fixed telecommunications services
	60

	Société centrafricaine des transports fluviaux (SOCATRAF)
	River transport
	15

	Société de distribution d'eau de Centrafrique (SODECA)
	Production, transport and distribution of water
	100

	Société de gestion des actifs logistiques (SOGAL)
	Storage of petroleum products
	10


Source:
Central African authorities.
(v) Government procurement

66. The Central African Republic's regulatory framework for government procurement dates from 1961 and is being re-examined.  Since the return of political stability in 2003, the draft Government Procurement Code has once again become important.  One of the Central African Republic's main objectives in this post-conflict period is to stabilize government finance through control of spending and efforts to collect and increase revenue, one element of which is the fight against corruption in the award and implementation of government procurement contracts.
  The Central African Republic is neither a member nor an observer at the WTO Plurilateral Agreement on Government Procurement.

67. According to the current regulatory framework, contracts for supplies, services and public works are awarded through an invitation to tender (either open or selective), through a competition or by direct agreement.
  Under the procedure introduced in 1998
, contracts for an amount exceeding the threshold determined in the regulations must necessarily be the subject of an invitation to tender or a competition, whereas contracts for an amount equal to or less than the threshold may be concluded without a competition provided that at least three suppliers or contractors have been contacted.  The Government Procurement Service prepares, disseminates and issues invitations to tender and follows up the implementation of the contract.  The tenders commission opens up the bids and decides whether they are admissible, while an ad hoc technical committee examines those deemed admissible.  The commission for awarding or adjudicating government procurement contracts takes a decision on the basis of the technical committee's report and awards the contract.
� Ordinance No. 83.083 of 31 December 1983.


� Decree No. 83.550 of 31 December 1983.


� Interministerial Order No. 008/MCIACPSP/MFB 0f 13 April 2003.  The stamp duty to be paid by the trader is determined according to turnover.


� Article 196 of the General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition, supplemented by Article 17 of Law No. 05.015 of 31 December 2005.  Any importer engaged in professional activities who is not registered and not in possession of a business licence must pay in advance the provisional import-export business licence fee at the "one-stop" window (Circular Note No. 170/MFB/CAB/DGID/DGAID/DELFSC of 21 February 2006).


� Ordinance No. 83.083 of 31 December 1983.


� Article 6 of Law No. 92.002 of 26 May 1992.


� Regulation No. 5/01-UDEAC-097-CM-06.


� Article 112 of the CEMAC Customs Code.


� Title 1, Chapter IV, Section 4.  The Central African Republic benefited from the transitional provisions in the WTO Customs Agreement from 1995 onwards for a period of five years (WTO document WT/Let/19 of 15 June 1995).


� Article 51 of the 2007 Finance Law.


� Order No. 192/MFB/CAB/SG/DGDDI of 23 September 2002.


� Decree No. 86.328 of 20 November 1986.


� Interministerial Order No. 038/MFB/MCIPME of 17 June 2006.


� The following are exempt from BIVAC inspection:  precious stones;  precious metals;  works of art;  ammunition and arms other than those for hunting and/or sports purposes, similar materials and equipment imported by the army itself for its own use;  live animals;  printed and developed cinematographic films;  regularly published newspapers and periodicals;  and parcels.


� Inspection relates to the following:  the quality and volume of the goods;  verification of the price in order to provide an opinion on the customs value in accordance with the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (WTO Customs Valuation Agreement) and on the export price generally applied in the supplying country;  the tariff classification;  the sealing of containers;  import eligibility;  and specific aspects (for example, the control of pharmaceuticals must cover the date of manufacture and the use-by date).


� At a rate of 1 per cent, the minimum fee (flat rate) of CFAF 140,000 has to be paid on imports that amount in principle to CFAF 14 million (a relatively high amount for individual imports into the Central African Republic).  Put another way, the value of imports subject to inspection is, in practice, to a large extent less than this amount and therefore the fee to which they are subject exceeds 1 per cent;  the maximum rate is 28 per cent (corresponding to a flat rate of CFAF 140,000 for imports amounting to CFAF 500,000).


� Document UNCTAD/LDC2003/7 of 7 April 2003.


� IDC report, cited in the document of the Ministry of the Economy, Finance, Planning and International Cooperation (2005), page 49.


� The company's remuneration is as follows:  (a) 20 per cent on revenue derived from payments on second-hand vehicles (CFAF 50,000), on goods in transit (CFAF 15,000 per container or CFAF 600 per bulk tonne), or for phytosanitary control (CFAF 500);  (b) 20 per cent on the increase in customs revenue in comparison with the average earned over the 2003, 2004 and 2005 financial years for the corridors with Cameroon and the Republic of the Congo;  and (c) 5 per cent on revenue derived from IS/IR payments at the "one-stop" window for transit to or from the Central African Republic (around 10 per cent of the c.i.f. value of the imports).


� Viewed at:  http://www.cf.undp.org/corruption-art.htm.


� Article 22 of the CEMAC Customs Code.


� The import duties and taxes applicable in the Central African Republic have not been communicated to the IDB (WTO document G/MA/IDB/2/Rev.23 of 27 March 2006).


� Act No. 28/94-UDEAC-556-CD-56.


� Interministerial Order No. 029/MFB/MAE/MICA of 11 January 1996.


� Circular Note No. 010/MFB/DGDDI/DLD of 3 February 2006.


� Consolidated Tariff Schedules (CTS) Database.  This Database was established pursuant to a decision taken on 27 November 1998 by the WTO Committee on Market Access.  It contains all the information on tariff concessions (relating to goods) in a format convenient for purposes of analysis (MS Access 97), albeit without prejudging the legal status of those concessions.  WTO Members can amend information held under their names.


� Book II, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition.


� Act No. 1/92-UDEAC-556-CD-SE1, amended by Act No. 4/94-UDEAC-556-CD-SE1 and Act No. 1/96 UDEAC-556-CD.


� 2006 Finance Law.


� Article 253, Chapter I, Book II, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition.


� Annex to Chapter I, Book II, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition.  These goods include:  milk and cream;  bread;  infant food;  medicines;  medical appliances and invalid carriages;  spectacles;  books;  insecticides and pesticides;  and the first bracket of residential water and electricity consumption.


� Act No. 1/92-UDEAC-556-CD-SE1, amended by Act No. 4/94-UDEAC-556-CD-SE1 and Act No. 1/96 UDEAC-556-CD.


� Circular Note No. 010/MFB/DGDDI/DLD containing the customs programme for 2006.  Products liable to excise duty are listed in the Annex to Chapter II, Book II, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition.


� Article 253, Chapter I, Book II, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition.


� Section VI, Book I, General Taxation Code, January 2006 edition, as amended by the 2007 Finance Law. See Circular Note No. 087/MFB/DIR.CAB/DGID/DELFSC/SELFPM of 1 February 2007.


� For example, materials and equipment imported for mineral prospecting purposes are eligible for the temporary admission regime according to Article 90 of Ordinance No. 04.001 of 1 February 2004 (Mining Code).


� Articles 6 and 7 of Law No. 06.033 of 28 December 2006.


� Government of the Central African Republic, Ministry of the Economy, Finance, Planning and International Cooperation (2005).


� Decree No. 86.328 of 20 November 1986.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/3 of 1 December 2004.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/5 of 2 December 2004.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/2 of 1 December 2004.


� Interministerial Order No. 029/MFB/MAE/MICA of 11 January 1996.


� Decree No. 94.196 of 4 June 1994.


� Law No. 65/61 of 3 June 1965.


� Decree No. 95.038 of 6 February 1995.


� Interministerial Order No. 002/MCIPSP/MSP of 11 January 2002.


� Interministerial Order No. 072 of 3 February 2004.


� Ordinance No. 85.046 of 31 October 1985.


� Viewed at:  http://www.wto.org/English/tratop_e/envir_e/membershipwtomeas_e.doc.


� Viewed at:  http://www.kimberleyprocess.com.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/6 of 19 January 2006.  Order No. 001/MDR/DIRCAB.06 of 1 March 2006 established the list of countries affected by avian influenza, which is regularly updated.


� Ordinance No. 83.069 of 10 November 1983.


� Law No. 62/350 of 4 January 1963.


� Order No. 005/MMDA/CAB/DGAAARH/DCA/SPS of 18 February 2004.


� Law No. 65/61 of 3 June 1965.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/1 of 1 December 2004.


� Order No. 028/MCIPME/CAB/CM of 8 October 1988.


� WTO document G/TBT/N/CAF/3 of 1 December 2004.


� Article 96 of Ordinance No. 04.001 of 1 February 2004 (Mining Code).
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