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At the outset, I would like to thank you Mr. Chairman for giving me this opportunity to briefly share my perspective on the experience and the outcome of the recent National Self Assessment Workshop in Kabul, to this session of Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation.

Mr. Chairman,

Despite being the first WTO-funded activity in Afghanistan, facilitated by UNCTAD and USAID, the overall interest and level of participation from the relevant stakeholders were satisfactory. 

About 40 participants, mainly experts from governmental entities, private sector, representatives from border check-points, and academia actively participated in the workshop. 

The discourse between the Government and the private sector was very constructive in terms of tacking the basic needs and priorities of facilitating trade, gap analysis i.e. the standard proposed measures in the framework of WTO trade facilitation negotiations and the current institutional capabilities of the country. 

As a land-locked Least Developed country with observer status in the WTO, Afghanistan lacked comprehensive understanding of the scope and implementation of GATT articles 5, 8 and 10 related to trade facilitation. 

Therefore, a preparatory meeting among the stakeholders was held prior to the workshop and a translated version of the Self Assessment Guide was distributed to the experts well in advance, which proved very helpful.
After 6 days assessment, the participants of the workshop who were divided into 3 sub-groups of legal, transit and customs experts reached a conclusion that out of 49 proposed measures of WTO trade facilitation, only 25 % is already in compliance in Afghanistan, where 23% is partially in compliance and 52 % is not in compliance.

The country’s greatest barriers to trade have been identified as:

· Excessive formalities/procedures and data

· Lack of capacity for implementing modern customs and transit procedures/measures  such as ASYCUDA, Single Window and One-Time Submission
According to the workshop assessment, the needs and priorities for international technical assistance is 60 percent in high priority, 23% in medium priority and 17 percent in lower priority to fulfil the process of standardization of the trade facilitation measures in the country. Utmost technical assistance is needed for facilitating trade in Afghanistan, which should focus on the following points: 
· Risk management/ analysis,

· Reduction of formalities/ procedures and data,
· Re-activation of Afghanistan in TIR Convention and,

· Promotion of regional transit agreements or arrangements  
So far, the Ministry of Commerce and Industries of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan has tentatively drafted an action plan based on the assessments of the workshop, and as I understand the national focal points will arrange their first meeting soon.

As a Geneva delegate, my contribution to the workshop was mainly to facilitate and coordinate working of the 3 sub groups of the workshop. I also delivered a brief presentation on WTO and trade facilitation.

From my prospective, it would be more constructive to hold such national trade facilitation workshops, in a regular basis. 

We are looking forward to work closely with the WTO and its members in expediting such useful exercises.

Thank you all for your kind attention  
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