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Trade facilitation is about making trade, both imports and exports, easier and less costly. It can bring significant economic benefits by making the whole process of trade simpler and smoother. According to an OECD study, implementation of the trade facilitation measures discussed in Geneva could reduce total trade costs by almost 10 per cent. World Trade Organization (WTO) Director-General Pascal Lamy also pointed out the importance of trade facilitation, citing this paper in a speech at the World Customs Organization (WCO) in 2011.

Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea will hold the Seoul Symposium on Trade Facilitation and the Doha Development Agenda on 27-28 November 2012, in partnership with the Korea Chamber of Commerce & Industry. The symposium is prepared as an extension of the activities of the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation (NGTF) in the WTO, and aims at contributing to the progress and early conclusion of the negotiation by sharing experiences and opinions on the major issues.

The symposium is expected to attract more than 150 participants, including the NGTF chairperson, a WTO Secretariat expert, negotiators from Geneva, professionals from international organizations such as UNESCAP, UNECE and WCO, eminent scholars in these areas, ambassadors and economic officials from diplomatic missions in Korea and other stakeholders. 

Among many issues currently discussed in the DDA, this symposium will focus on two salient issues, single windows and risk management. In addition, the implication of trade facilitation negotiations in the context of the DDA will also be discussed by scholars as well as leading trade negotiators. Participants in the symposium will endeavor to find ways to support multilateral efforts to step forward in the DDA through trade facilitation negotiation. 

The symposium consists of three sessions. Session One discusses ways to improve trade facilitation by widening single windows systems. Experts from international organizations will examine the importance of single windows systems in improving trade facilitation and explain actual experience to develop single windows programs in developing countries. In addition, the session will discuss the role of private parties in developing single windows systems. This session seeks to see how single windows systems effectively contribute to development of trade facilitation.

Session Two addresses ways to substantiating risk management tasks in relation to trade facilitation. An expert from the World Customs Organization will explain the process of developing international guidelines for risk management which has an important implication for DDA negotiations. Based on experience of Korea, various practical challenges and issues related to implementation of risk management systems will also be discussed so as to shed a light on finding more reasonable mechanisms to deal with the issue in the WTO system. Participants from a wide variety of WTO Members will share their experiences and insights on risk management mechanisms for trade facilitation.

Session Three deals with a broader aspect of trade facilitation negotiations by examining the implication of it in the overall context of the DDA. Trade facilitation is one of a few areas in the DDA that have shown meaningful progress among WTO membership. Prominent academic scholars as well as leading trade negotiators will discuss the importance of trade facilitation negotiation for the future of the DDA. Although the prospect of the DDA is in fact still very dismal, the trade facilitation negotiation may be an important seed to resuscitate multilateral commitments to improve the world trading system. Participants from various WTO members will also share their insights and opinions regarding the roles of trade facilitation negotiations for the future of the DDA.

As a parallel event of the symposium, the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade holds a “DDA Youth Forum” in which students at undergraduate and graduate programs present their research outcomes on trade facilitation negotiations and discuss the implication of it for future of the DDA. MOFAT will give awards to outstanding participants in order to motivate and encourage more students for current issues of the World Trade Organization. 

