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Summary of Outcome
Introduction
Trade facilitation is about making trade, both import and export, easier and less costly.  It can bring significant economic benefits by making the whole process of trade simpler and smoother.  According to an OECD study, implementation of trade facilitation measures discussed in Geneva could reduce total trade costs by almost 10 percent.  WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy also pointed out the importance of trade facilitation, citing this paper in a speech at the World Customs Organization (WCO) in 2011.
Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea, in partnership with the Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry, hosted the Seoul Symposium on Trade Facilitation and the Doha Development Agenda on 27-28 November 2012.  The Symposium was hosted as a way to contributing to the progress of discussion at the NGTF by raising public awareness on trade facilitation.  The Symposium attracted approximately 150 participants: Geneva- or capital-based officials for the NGTF, including the chairperson of the NGTF, experts from international organizations such as UNECE, UNESCAP and WCO, customs officers, eminent scholars in the field, officials from the diplomatic corps in Seoul and other stakeholders.
Among many issues discussed in Geneva, the Symposium focused on two salient issues, single window and risk management, in Session 1 and 2, respectively.  In Session 3, the panel dealt with trade facilitation negotiations in the context of the DDA negotiations.
Session 1: Widening Single Windows
In Session 1, the implication of single window systems for trade facilitation and actual cases to develop single windows system in developing countries were discussed.
Ms. Maria Teresa Pisani from UNECE explained the definition, evolution and benefits of single window systems.  Mr. Sangwon Lim at the UNESCAP showed capacity building programs in single window implementation.  He encouraged developing countries to approach various donor agencies and institutions for the establishment of single window systems.  The role of private party in single windows development was presented by Jonathan Koh at CrimsonLogic.  Mr. Koh explained CrimsonLogic’s experiences in Public-Private Partnership (PPP) models, emphasizing that network sharing of governments with private business sectors is crucial and essential for successful implementation of single window systems.

The common point raised by the three experts was that, among many factors, political will to introduce and implement the single window is crucial for the success of the project.

Session 2: Substantiating Risk Management

The second session discussed the international development of risk management systems and country experiences of China and Korea.
Mr. Oguz Onal at the WCO explained international guidelines of risk management developed mainly under the auspices of the WCO. He emphasized the importance of ‘intelligence-driven risk management’, saying that customs decision-makers need accurate and timely intelligence to inform their decision-making and actions.  Mr. Yanhai Li at Qingdao Customs of China explained risk management systems in China Customs and actual cases of risk management at work.  Mr. Seonghoon Eom at the Korea Customs Service (KCS) presented the information technology (IT)-based risk management system of KCS.  The system integrates information on risks from all over the sections and builds a data pool on risk indicators about cargoes, travelers, companies, etc., allowing customs officers to access the system with Singe View program and monitor high risk targets.
Audience was interested in knowing how to achieve inter-agency information sharing which seems crucial for the success of risk management.  To this question, the KCS responded that Korea has resolved the problem by mandating inter-agency information sharing by law.

Session 3: Role of Trade Facilitation in the Future of Doha Development Agenda

The last session dealt with a broader aspect of trade facilitation negotiations by examining its implication on the overall context of the DDA.
Ambassador Sperisen-Yurt, chair of the NGTF, briefly explained the history of the trade facilitation negotiation and the current situation including major issues for further negotiations.  Professor Catherine L. Mann at Brandeis University showed the econometric analysis that highlighted the importance of broad trade facilitation for trade among developing countries.  In particular, enhancing e-commerce infrastructure for exporting countries turned out to generate the largest benefits for developing country trade. Professor Patrick Messerlin at Sciences Po in France explained the role of trade facilitation negotiation for the DDA, which can be crucial for future of the DDA.  In that regard, he also suggested the plan B for trade facilitation negotiation to deal with the situation in which the current gap among WTO Members may not be compromised.  Professor Dukgeun Ahn at Seoul National University emphasized the need to recognize international rules and guidelines developed outside the WTO at the trade facilitation agreement because unlike other agreements, other international organizations have already addressed essentially the same issues and developed the pertinent rules and guidelines.
Audience appreciated that the session helped them correct the wrong perception that trade facilitation was good only for developed exporting countries.

Conclusion
Through discussion between experts and participants from developing countries, the latter not only have become aware of the effects and challenges of key trade facilitation issues which require investment in infrastructure such as single window and risk management but also identified ways to overcome those challenges:  international organizations in partnership with donor countries stand ready to assist both technically and financially developing countries with political will to introduce and implement trade facilitation measures.  At the Symposium, it was also highlighted that trade facilitation works more positively on export of a given country than its import, thereby confirming that trade facilitation is an attractive low-hanging fruit of the DDA for both developed and developing countries.
The Government of the Republic of Korea would like to extend its appreciation to all participants to the Symposium for the success of the Symposium, which was prepared as an extension of the activities of the NGTF.  Special thanks go to the chairperson of the NGTF, the WTO Secretariat, and NGTF participants for their support for the Symposium.
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