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	This proposal has been prepared under the Secretariat's own responsibility solely for the purposes of WTO Secretariat trade facilitation needs assessment technical assistance programme.   Nothing in this document shall affect the rights and obligations of WTO Members nor have any bearing on the WTO trade facilitation negotiations other than the desired effect of assisting Members and Observers in the self-assessment of needs. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
	Title:
	WTO Trade Facilitation National Needs Assessment Project 2012

	Background:
	The mandate for WTO negotiations on trade facilitation was adopted in July 2004.
  Special and differential treatment and technical assistance and capacity building are integral parts of the negotiations and are linked to the final outcome.  The Mandate encourages Members to assess their trade facilitation needs and priorities: 
4.  As an integral part of the negotiations, Members shall seek to identify their trade facilitation needs and priorities, particularly those of developing and least-developed countries related to cost implications of proposed measures.

To assist Members in this endeavour the WTO conducted a needs assessment project from September 2007 - December 2010.  During the course of this technical assistance project the WTO Secretariat, with the aid of Annex D organizations and experts from national administrations, conducted assessments in 94 countries that requested this assistance.  (List of countries that conducted an assessment is attached as Annex 3.)
Since 2010 the negotiations have advanced, as has the situation in many countries, which means that the results of the first assessment are out of date.   At the request of Members, the WTO Secretariat will organize another round of assessments to assist Members to negotiate more effectively, to determine additional time and technical assistance needs, and to determine what would be needed to implement each measure so they can better judge what their costs would be.  Where possible, each assessment will build on the results of the assessment conducted by the country in the first round.

The results of the national assessments will be confidential and will be the property of the country.   The WTO Secretariat will not share the results with anyone without express consent of the country.  

	Project Strategy: 
	This program will be conducted by the WTO Secretariat with the cooperation of the Annex D organizations (IMF, OECD, UNCTAD, World Bank and WCO) and specialists from national administrations.
The program will be offered to all WTO Members and Observers that are developing countries, least-developed countries or countries that designate themselves as small, low-income, economies in transition.  It will be conducted only for those countries that submit an official request to the WTO Secretariat.  
A request can be made by sending an official letter to the WTO Trade Facilitation Section, TPR Division.  This letter should specify that the request is for a "WTO trade facilitation national needs assessment" and should include the name and email address of the person that will coordinate the event.
The time necessary to implement the project will depend on the total number of  requests for assistance received and on the amount of in-kind and financial support provided and the promptness of the delivery of this support. 
The individual assessments will be carried out with the use of a special needs assessment guide.  It will be a revision of the first guide but will go further to assist countries to determine if they will need more time and/or technical assistance for each measure so that they can be prepared to provide this information to receive special and differential treatment.   The guide will also help countries to identify what will be needed to implement each measure so they can have a better idea of the costs involved.
This guide will be an official WTO document that is based on the Draft Consolidated Negotiating Text as set out in TN/TF/W/165/ as revised.  A pilot project will be conducted to test the effectiveness of the guide, the time needed and best manner of implementing a national self-assessment of needs and priorities.  After this pilot project adjustments will be made to the guide to make it more effective and user friendly. 

This national needs assessment technical assistance project will be funded by WTO Members through the WTO Trade Facilitation National Needs Assessment trust fund. 

	Long-Term
Objective:
	This project will contribute to more effective participation of Members and Observers in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.  A needs assessment will provide detailed information on technical assistance requirements of recipient countries and will provide a valuable basis for the eventual implementation of any results of the negotiations.

	Short-Term Objective:
	At the end of each national needs assessment workshop the participants will draw up preliminary findings of national trade facilitation needs and priorities and will know which measures they will need time and/or technical assistance in order to implement and will have sufficient information to calculate the resources that are likely to be needed. 

	Indicator of Achievement:
	Once finalized, these findings will be presented to high-level officials from the government agencies that are responsible for national strategy in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.

Governments benefiting from this technical assistance program will be asked to make a statement in the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation evaluating the program and informing other Members of the conclusions drawn from their national needs assessments.
Under the principles of local ownership and self-assessment, the assessments of needs and priorities will be conducted by the recipient country with experts acting as facilitators rather than as diagnosticians.  The recipient country will be responsible for conducting the assessment and drafting the final report.  The final report will belong to the recipient country and will not be shared without their permission.  However, recipient countries will be strongly encouraged to provide the WTO Secretariat with a copy of the written needs assessment report on a confidential basis.  Submission of the needs assessment report to the WTO Secretariat will assist the Secretariat to continuously monitor the quality of the facilitators, the Guide, the process and the success of the project.  It will also provide the Secretariat with a stronger basis for accountability to the donor Members that will fund the project.

	Main Activities:
	On average it is estimated that a needs assessment workshop will take five working days.  On the first day of the workshop the Expert Facilitators will present an overview of the WTO negotiations, Members' proposals and an introduction to the guide and the needs assessment process.  Most of the five days will be spent using the guide to assess needs measure-by-measure.  Sessions at the end of the week will provide for preparation of preliminary findings that will be presented to high-level officials on the last day.

The agenda used in the 2007-2010 Needs Assessments is attached (Attachment 2).

	Institutional Framework:
	The WTO Secretariat (Trade Facilitation Section of the TPR Division) will be the focal point for this project, and will be responsible inter alia for the following:
· Coordination with Annex D organizations, donor and recipient countries and their Geneva missions
· Monitoring the quality of the workshops based on participant and expert facilitator evaluations as well as final needs assessment reports provided by the recipient countries.  Throughout the process the confidentiality rights of recipient countries will be respected
· Regular reporting to WTO Members on the progress of, and the lessons learned from, the program.

	Participants/

Beneficiaries:
	The assessment should be conducted by a national trade facilitation task force or committee that is composed of all the relevant border agencies, private sector and other government agencies that will be affected by a new WTO trade facilitation agreement.  The WTO Secretariat will work with the recipient government to assist with selection of the participants.
The participants of each national workshop will include a total of approximately 20 officials with representatives from all relevant border-crossing organizations and private sector, for example:
· Implementing agencies (Customs, Quarantine, Standards Board, Port Authority and Airport Authority, etc.)

· Attorney General or Legal Department of Cabinet (legal matters, e.g., appeals)
· Ministry of Transport (physical control of goods flow)

· Ministry of Commerce (negotiations, competitiveness, trade flow, control request for industry protection, consumer protection)
· Foreign Affairs (negotiations)
· Economy and Finance (donor coordination, trade flow, controls requests for budgetary reasons and price stability)
· Ministry of Agriculture and Animals (controls requests for sanitary/phytosanitary reasons)
· Ministry of Food and Drugs (controls requests for human health reasons)
· Ministry of Environment (controls requests for human health and wildlife conservation)
· Central Bank (foreign currency controls)
· Private sector (a cross-section to reflect wide interests: large and small, importers and exporters, carrier, cargo forwarders and cargo owners, Chamber of Commerce, shippers association, cargo forwarders association, etc.)
The composition of all workshops will be gender-neutral and open to both men and women on the basis of equal opportunity and equal treatment. 

	Resources:
	The following resources will be required for each needs assessment workshop:
Personnel:
-
Minimum of two experts for each of the workshops for five working days (five-day workshop plus up to 4 days for travel) to facilitate the needs assessment.  These experts will be selected by the WTO Secretariat and could include experts from the WTO Secretariat, qualified staff of Annex D organizations or other international and regional organizations, expert officials from WTO Members, or a combination of the above.  If necessary to meet demand, qualified private-sector consultants could be hired.

-
During the first needs assessment project it was found that facilitators with knowledge of the proposed measures are crucial to a successful and timely outcome.  They are needed to explain the proposed measures and help participants understand what they would need to do to implement each measure.  In addition, the normal tasks of a facilitator, i.e. keeping discussions on track and encouraging participation of everyone, ensure a more accurate and timely outcome.

Qualifications of Experts:

· Expertise in the proposed measures-primarily customs procedures

· Experience working in developing countries

· Knowledge of the WTO and the trade facilitation negotiations

-
Participation of a Geneva-based negotiator from the recipient country in each of the workshops is highly desirable.  The value of Geneva-based negotiators taking part in the workshops is to have a better understanding of the proposed measures, their country’s current state of readiness of implementation and their technical assistance needs.  In addition, it will enhance their sense of ownership of the findings. 

Facilities and Equipment:
-
Meeting room 

-
Normal workshop equipment: flip charts, PowerPoint equipment, etc.

Miscellaneous:
-
Normal workshop services:  coffee breaks and lunch*

-
Printing of documents and CD ROM's containing useful background

material

-
Shipping of documents

-
Laptop or computer for each working group to complete the tool
-
Translation of the guide (Where WTO official languages are not widely spoken and we cannot find a donor project operating in the region that is willing to provide this support.  Costs are low if arranged in-country and it would make a big impact on the success of the assessment.)
*The provision of lunch is desirable because it maximizes the potential of the workshop: a lot of work is carried out during lunch time discussions; participants develop better relationships;  it keeps people at the workshop - if they return to their office during lunch they might get pulled into meetings and not return

	Budget:


	The participation of expert facilitators and preparation and shipping of materials will be funded by the WTO Trade Facilitation Trust Fund.  
Recipient countries will be asked if they can contribute to the financing of the event by providing a meeting room, lunch and equipment as provided in the "Resources" section.  It is assumed that all countries can provide a sufficient number of computers and Powerpoint projectors.
In the case of developing countries, and particularly LDCs and low income countries, that are not able to cover the local costs, upon request the WTO Secretariat will give consideration to financing some or all of these expenses from the WTO Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment Trust Fund.  

	In-Kind Donations:
	With only two trade facilitation specialists working for the WTO Trade Facilitation Section in-kind donations from Members will be crucial to the implementation of this project.  

Qualifications of Experts:

Experts provided in-kind should meet the qualifications set out in the Resources section above.  The first preference would be experts already working on donor projects in the recipient country.  
Requirements:
Upon completion of each needs assessment the expert facilitators will be required to send to the WTO the participant evaluations, participant list and the facilitator's evaluation of the workshop.  
The facilitator(s) are expected to remain impartial, to facilitate rather than dictate the findings, and to respect the wishes of the recipient country about the desired level of confidentiality of the final report.
How to Proceed:

Any Member wishing to offer assistance in-kind should provide to the WTO Secretariat, the name, Curriculum Vitae (CV) and contact information for the proposed expert facilitators as soon as possible.  The WTO Secretariat will work with the recipient country and experts to coordinate preparation for the workshop.

	Critical Assumptions:
	Expert Facilitators will carry-out the needs assessment in an impartial manner.
Donor Members will respect the wishes of the recipient country for the report to remain confidential.  The report will not be shared with the donor country without permission of the recipient.
Facilitators will be flexible about where they will travel and will not insist on going only where their government has an interest.  It is important to make sure that an assessment is conducted in all countries that make a request.  Exceptions will be made for security reasons.

	Risks:
	A project of this size covering many countries and unknown experts can encounter certain risks.  For this project the risks are identified as follows:

1. Inadequate funding to fulfil all requests.
2. Insufficient qualified experts (with necessary language skills) to staff workshops in a timely manner.
3. Recipients do not properly prepare for the workshop or do not attend the workshop and the final report cannot be completed on time.
4. Expert facilitators are not qualified or advise rather than facilitate.
5. Variation in the consistency of the reports due, for example, to the use of differing criteria/assumptions.
6. Inadequate time to carry out all of the workshops. 
7. Difficulty of using materials in countries where WTO official languages are not widely spoken.

	Minimizing the Risks:


	In order to minimize the risks the following steps will be taken to ensure the success of the project:

1. Needs assessments carried out by donor projects already established in the recipient country will help to reduce expenditures and will allow for in-depth follow-up.
2. In addition to in-kind assistance, qualified experts from the private sector could be hired as consultants, if necessary.
3. For most countries this will be the second needs assessment so organization of the event should be easier.  Many of the participants will already be familiar with the proposed measures and the needs assessment process.  The WTO Secretariat will send all materials in advance with instructions to distribute them to participants.  The standardized letters of invitation will also have the link to the WTO website where the materials can be found.  The Geneva delegates will be instructed to encourage the capital-based coordinator to send out invitations and materials in a timely manner.  
4. CV's are requested to verify the qualification of the expert facilitators.  A standard workshop agenda will be used to try to make sure the recipient country is actually doing the assessment, with assistance from the facilitator.

5. The WTO Secretariat will review the national needs assessment reports that it is provided with for consistency, that overall assumptions used are similar and that the same level of information is provided in each needs assessment.
6. Use of outside experts as facilitators to increase capacity to undertake workshops within the time period foreseen.
7. We will try to find donor projects to translate materials into the local language, as we did last time.  In some cases it might be worthwhile to pay for translation where a donor is not found.  Costs are normally low in-country and it would make a huge impact on the success of the assessment.

	Related Projects:


	Recipient countries will be requested to provide reports, or parts thereof, of any relevant diagnostic studies that may have been previously conducted either internally or by bilateral donors or intergovernmental and regional organizations.  Although these diagnostics may have been conducted for different purposes or target different entities, the results could enhance and expedite the WTO needs assessment.
The WTO Secretariat will work with the Annex D organizations to synergize related programs.  We will avoid repetition where similar assessments have already been conducted.

	Prior Conditions:
	Before each needs assessment is carried out the recipient country must:

· Nominate a contact person

· Form a trade facilitation task force or committee or, at a minimum, an interagency framework/network
· Identify stakeholders, including from the private sector
· Distribute material provided by the WTO Secretariat (i.e. background material and the Needs Assessment Guide) to stakeholders/participants so they can prepare for the workshop
· Agree to cover the local costs of the workshop and of the participation of their Geneva-based delegate, or in the case of developing countries, and particularly LDCs and low income countries, apply to the WTO Secretariat to have some or all of these costs borne by the WTO Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment Trust Fund.
Recipient countries will be informed of these conditions by email and through advance meetings with the Geneva delegate.  

Recipients countries will be required notify the WTO Secretariat of their contact.  Once this notification is received scheduling of and preparation for the needs assessment can commence.  An additional notification must also be provided to the WTO Secretariat to confirm that all conditions have been met at least two weeks prior to the workshop. 

	Monitoring and Evaluation:
	1. The WTO Secretariat will meet regularly with donor and recipient country representatives and Annex D organizations to exchange views on the progress of the project.
2. To monitor the quality of the needs assessment workshops the participants of each assessment will be asked to provide feedback through an evaluation form.  The Expert Facilitators will also be required to complete a report for each workshop addressing the effectiveness and efficiency of the workshop.

3. As to the Expert facilitators the WTO Secretariat will monitor qualifications by reviewing CV's and through feedback from the participant evaluations and from other facilitators.  
4. The WTO Secretariat will conduct a review of progress in implementing the project within 12 months of the first national needs assessment carried out under this program and periodically thereafter.  WTO Members will be provided with summary information on the national self-assessment reports that are provided to the Secretariat and workshop evaluation reports.  As necessary to conduct this review, the Secretariat will send questionnaires to select recipients and, if deemed useful, visit some of the recipient countries to follow-up, for example in the context of other WTO or WCO missions (TA, TPRs).
5. The Geneva delegate must make an oral report at the next NGTF meeting after the assessment has been completed.  


Attachment 1

Proposed Project Schedule
	Description
	Who
	Scheduled start
	Scheduled finish

	Development of the guide 
	WTO, with input from Annex D organizations
	August 2012
	1 December 2012

	Registration of requests, fund raising, development of supporting materials, training of facilitators, begin scheduling assessments.
	WTO
	September 2012
	January 2012

	Identification and training of facilitators
	WTO, donors, Annex D organizations
	September 2012
	January 2013 but may continue as needed

	Pilot Project 
	WTO, Annex D organizations, regional organizations
	December 2012-January 2013
	December 2012 - January 2013

	National Needs Assessments
	WTO Annex D organizations

National experts

Consultants, as necessary
	After pilot project is conducted and adequate funding is received
	We hope to complete the project as quickly as possible but will continue until all demands are met or funding runs out.
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Agenda (2007-2010)
__________________________________________________________________________________

DAY 1

………………………………………………………………………………………...
[Advance meeting can be held immediately prior to the opening ceremony.  If more time is needed for multiple meetings then the start of the assessment can be scheduled for later.]

9:00 - 9:30
Opening Ceremony 



Speakers

9:30 - 9:45
Introductions of Participants and International Officials



Facilitator
9:45 - 10:45
Session 1:
Introduction to the WTO trade facilitation negotiations


-
Negotiation mandate



-
GATT Articles



-
Members' proposals



Speaker:
Delegate from the National Mission in Geneva 

10:45 - 11:00
Break

11:00 - 11:30
Session 2:
Introduction to the Needs Assessment Process and Tool



-
Introduction to the self-assessment tool



Speaker:
Expert Facilitator 

11:30 - 12:30
Session 3:
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

Participants will work in working groups that contain representatives of each agency and private sector for completion of the needs assessment using the Needs Assessment Guide and Tool (TN/TF/W/143 as revised).  Each working group will be assigned certain trade facilitation proposals from the Guide.   

12:30 - 1:30 
Lunch Break

1:30 - 5:30 
Session 4:
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

DAY 2
…………...………………………………………………………………………………
9:00 - 5:30 
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

DAY 3
…………………………………………………………………………………………...
9:00 - 5:30 
Self Assessment Of Needs And Priorities

DAY 4
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
9:00 - 5:30 
Review of Findings

Results of needs assessment are circulated and participants review work done by other groups to make additions, corrections or suggestions.  This exercise can also be conducted in plenary using the Powerpoint projector if the number of participants is small.  

DAY 5
…………………………………………………………………………………………
9:00 - 12:30 
Session 1:
Report Preparation 

Participants will review the results of the needs assessment and determine the conclusion of the results.  These conclusions should be prepared in a Powerpoint presentation for the final reporting session. 

12:30 - 1:30 
Lunch Break
1:30 - 3:00
Session 1:
Preparation continuation . . .

3:00 - 3:30 
Session 2:
Evaluation and Feedback on the workshop

3:30 – 4:30 
Session 3:
Reporting Session:


-
Report is made to high level officials 



-
Discussion and feedback on findings



-
Distribution of certificates



High-level official Speaker

Participants will make a presentation on the findings of the needs assessment.  High-level officials and representatives of all border agencies and relevant private sector organizations should be invited and encouraged to attend.  If possible a very high level official should make a very short speech and assist with handing out the certificates.  An official from the Ministry of Trade or the Geneva delegate can act as master of ceremonies for this session.  

__________

Attachment 3
Trade Facilitation Needs Assessments Implemented 2007-2010

Status of Requests by Country
(If the second column is blank then no request has been made)
	Developing Countries

	1. 
	Albania
	Completed Oct. 2008
	
	32. 
	Grenada
	Completed July 2008

	2. 
	Antigua and Barbuda
	Completed June 2008
	
	33. 
	Guatemala
	Completed March 2008

	3. 
	Argentina
	Completed Nov. 2008
	
	34. 
	Guyana
	

	4. 
	Armenia
	
	
	35. 
	Honduras
	Completed Dec. 2007

	5. 
	Bahrain
	Completed Oct. 2009
	
	36. 
	Hong Kong, China
	

	6. 
	Barbados
	Completed July 2009
	
	37. 
	India
	

	7. 
	Belize
	Completed June 2009
	
	38. 
	Indonesia
	Completed July 2009

	8. 
	Bolivia
	Requested but did not follow through
	
	39. 
	Israel
	

	9. 
	Botswana
	Completed May 2009
	
	40. 
	Jamaica
	Completed Aug. 2008

	10. 
	Brazil
	
	
	41. 
	Jordan
	Completed Dec. 2007

	11. 
	Brunei Darussalam
	Completed June 2009
	
	42. 
	Kenya
	Completed June 2008

	12. 
	
	
	
	43. 
	Korea
	

	13. 
	Cameroon
	Requested but did not follow through
	
	44. 
	Kuwait
	Completed Oct. 2009

	14. 
	Cape Verde
	Completed May 2009
	
	45. 
	Kyrgyz Republic
	Requested but did not follow through

	15. 
	Chile
	Requested but did not follow through
	
	46. 
	Macao, China
	

	16. 
	China
	Completed Nov. 2008
	
	47. 
	Malaysia
	Completed April 2008

	17. 
	Colombia
	Completed Sept. 2008
	
	48. 
	Mauritius
	Completed Oct. 2007

	18. 
	Costa Rica
	September 2009
	
	49. 
	Mexico
	Completed Sept. 2007

	19. 
	Côte d'Ivoire
	Completed Dec. 2008
	
	50. 
	Moldova
	Requested but did not follow through

	20. 
	Congo (Brazzaville)
	Completed Feb. 2010
	
	51. 
	Mongolia
	Completed May 2009

	21. 
	Croatia
	
	
	52. 
	Morocco
	Completed Oct. 2008

	22. 
	Cuba
	
	
	53. 
	Namibia
	Completed March 2010

	23. 
	Dominica
	Completed May 2008
	
	54. 
	Nicaragua
	Completed April 2009

	24. 
	Dominican Republic
	Completed Dec. 2008
	
	55. 
	Nigeria
	Completed April 2008

	25. 
	Ecuador
	Completed Nov. 2008
	
	56. 
	Oman
	Completed Oct. 2009

	26. 
	Egypt
	Completed Jan 2008
	
	57. 
	Pakistan
	Completed June 2008

	27. 
	El Salvador
	Conducted self-assessment without technical assessment 
	
	58. 
	Panama
	Completed Oct. 2008

	28. 
	Rep. of the Fiji Islands
	Completed Aug. 2008
	
	59. 
	Papua New Guinea
	Completed Nov. 2008

	29. 
	Former Yugoslav Rep.  of Macedonia
	
	
	60. 
	Paraguay
	Completed Nov. 2007

	30. 
	Gabon
	Completed July 2008
	
	61. 
	Peru
	

	31. 
	Georgia
	
	
	62. 
	Philippines
	Completed Feb. 2009

	32. 
	Ghana
	Completed Aug. 2008
	
	63. 
	Qatar
	Completed Oct. 2009

	Developing Countries

	64.
	St. Kitts and Nevis
	Completed Dec. 2008
	
	75.
	Tonga
	Completed May 2009

	65.
	St. Lucia
	Completed Dec. 2008
	
	76.
	Trinidad and Tobago
	Completed May 2008

	66.
	St. Vincent and the Grenadines
	Completed Dec. 2008
	
	77.
	Tunisia
	Completed April 2008

	67.
	Saudi Arabia
	Completed Oct. 2009
	
	78.
	Turkey
	Requested but decided to conduct on own

	68.
	Singapore
	
	
	79.
	Ukraine
	

	69.
	South Africa
	
	
	80.
	United Arab Emirates
	Completed Oct. 2009

	70.
	Sri Lanka
	Completed May 2009
	
	81.
	Uruguay
	Completed May 2009

	71.
	Suriname
	Completed Feb. 2009
	
	82.
	Venezuela
	Requested but did not follow-through

	72.
	Swaziland
	Completed June 2008
	
	83.
	Viet Nam
	Completed March 2008

	73.
	Taipei, Chinese
	Completed April 2008
	
	84.
	Zimbabwe
	Completed May 2009

	74.
	Thailand
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Developing Countries with no request, no notification  = 17


	Least Developed Countries 

	1. 
	Angola
	Completed Nov. 2008
	
	17. 
	Malawi
	Completed Nov. 2007

	2. 
	Bangladesh
	Completed Oct. 2007
	
	18. 
	Maldives
	Completed Sept. 2009

	3. 
	Benin
	Completed April 2008
	
	19. 
	Mali
	Completed Sept. 2008

	4. 
	Burkina Faso
	Completed Oct. 2008
	
	20. 
	Mauritania
	Requested but did not follow-through

	5. 
	Burundi
	Completed Nov. 2007
	
	21. 
	Mozambique
	Completed Oct. 2008

	6. 
	Cambodia
	Completed Oct. 2008
	
	22. 
	Myanmar
	

	7. 
	Central African Republic
	Completed Nov. 2008
	
	23. 
	Nepal
	Completed May 2008

	8. 
	Chad
	Not conducted because of security issues 
	
	24. 
	Niger
	Completed March 2010

	9. 
	Dem. Rep. Congo
	Completed April 2008
	
	25. 
	Rwanda
	Completed March 2008

	10. 
	Djibouti
	Completed April 2009
	
	26. 
	Senegal
	Completed June 2009

	11. 
	Gambia
	
	
	27. 
	Sierra Leone
	Requested but did not follow-through

	12. 
	Guinea Bissau
	
	
	28. 
	Solomon Islands
	Completed Sept. 2009

	13. 
	Guinea, Rep. of
	Not conducted because of security issues
	
	29. 
	Tanzania
	Completed Oct. 2007

	14. 
	Haiti
	Not conducted because of security issues
	
	30. 
	Togo
	Completed June 2009

	15. 
	Lesotho
	Completed July 2008
	
	31. 
	Uganda
	Completed Dec. 2007

	16. 
	Madagascar
	Completed Jan. 2009
	
	32. 
	Zambia
	Completed Feb. 2007

	Total Least Developed Countries that did not request or did not follow through on their request = 5


	Observer Governments 

	1. 
	Afghanistan
	Completed March 2009
	
	14. 
	Lao P.D.R.
	Completed Sept. 2009

	2. 
	Algeria
	Completed Oct. 2010
	
	15. 
	Lebanon
	

	3. 
	
	
	
	16. 
	Liberia
	

	4. 
	Azerbaijan
	Scheduling
	
	17. 
	Libya
	

	5. 
	Bahamas
	
	
	18. 
	Montenegro
	

	6. 
	Belarus
	
	
	19. 
	Russian Federation
	

	7. 
	Bhutan
	
	
	20. 
	Samoa
	Completed May 2010

	8. 
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	
	
	21. 
	Sao Tome and Principe
	

	9. 
	Comoros
	Completed May 2009
	
	22. 
	Serbia
	Postponed

	10. 
	Equatorial Guinea
	
	
	23. 
	Seychelles
	Completed Dec. 2008

	11. 
	Ethiopia

 
	Completed Oct. 2010
 
	
	24. 
	Sudan
	Completed Oct. 2009

	12. 
	
	
	
	25. 
	Tajikistan
	

	13. 
	Iran
	
	
	26. 
	Uzbekistan
	

	14. 
	Iraq
	
	
	27. 
	Vanuatu
	Completed Nov. 2009

	15. 
	Kazakhstan
	
	
	28. 
	Yemen
	Completed March 2008

	Total Observer Governments that did not submit a request or did not follow through on their request = 18


__________

� WT/L/579 – Annex D.


� WT/L/579 – Annex D, Paragraph 4.
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