PAGE  
2

Arab and Middle East Countries
	Logistics:                                                                                                                 

March 13-15, 2005. Held in Abu Dhabi, UAE

	Cooperating Agencies:  

Funding organizations: AMF, IMF. 

Funded organization: WCO  

Non-funded organizations: (World Bank official left before participating due to emergency)

	Participating countries:  (19 countries invited, 17 participated)

Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, UAE (host country), Yemen

	Participants:  (2 per country invited)

The participants consisted of 19 men and 7 women with approximately half from the Ministry of Finance/Customs and half from the Ministry of Trade/Commerce.  A few participants were from other Government agencies such as the Standards Organization, Transport Ministry and the Central Bank.

Most of the participants were at the beginner level concerning the trade facilitation negotiations.  Several of the participants were much more advanced because they had worked in the area of trade facilitation and had attended a WTO Trade Policy Course and had a good understanding of the WTO and the negotiation process.  

	Course Description:

This was the first of the seven regional workshops that were provided for in the WTO Technical Assistance Plan for 2005.  It was co-sponsored by the Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and included speakers from these organizations as well as from the World Customs Organization.   All logistics were arranged by the AMF and the workshop was carried out in their facilities.

This workshop was presented when only a few Member proposals had been received so the course focused on the legal mandate and framework and prepared participants for full participation as proposals were sponsored.    The AMF and IMF provided excellent interpreters that were flown in from Cairo, Egypt and Geneva.  Funding was not available for translation of course materials.  Most course materials were provided in English and French however participants that could only read Arabic were not able to read any of the course materials.  

Overall the course was very successful.  The majority of the participants demonstrated through interactive discussions and working group presentations that the objectives of the course were achieved.   

One of the participants in the course represented her Government in the meetings of the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation the week following the course and made several interventions.  She told us the information provided in the workshop as well as the working group exercises and mock meeting were very useful in helping her to prepare for the meeting.  

However, because of the language barrier (mentioned above) several of the participants expressed their concern that they were not benefiting in full from the course.
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AMF/WTO/IMF 

Regional Workshop on Trade Facilitation 

Abu Dhabi, March 13-15, 2005

	Sunday, 13 March 2005

	
	

	09:00-09:30
	Opening session:

· Opening statement by AMF

· Opening statement by WTO

· Opening speech by IMF

	
	

	09:30-09:35
	Ice Breaker Exercise 

	
	

	09:35-10.45
	Session 1: Introduction to the WTO and the Doha Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

	
	

	10:45-11:15
	Tea/Coffee Break

	
	

	11:15- 12:45


	Session 2: Trade Facilitation: Overview of Existing WTO Provisions-GATT Articles V, VIII, X      



	
	

	12:45-13:00
	Tea/Coffee Break 

	
	

	13:00-14:30
	Session 3:  Trade Facilitation: The Doha Negotiating Mandate

	
	

	14:30-15:30
	Session 4: Working Group Exercise Part I – Identification of Trade Barriers

	
	

	
	

	Monday, 14 March  2005

	
	

	8:30-10:00
	Session 5: Overview of Members’ Negotiating Proposals 

	
	

	10:00-10:30
	Tea/Coffee Break

	
	

	10:30-11:45
	Session 6: Working Group Exercise Part II – Review of Proposals 

	
	

	11:45- 12:00
	Tea/Coffee Break

	
	

	12:00-13:30
	Session 7:  Special and Differential Treatment:  Development of Needs and Priorities 

	
	

	13:30-13:45


	Tea/Coffee break

	13:45-15:00
	Session 8: Working Group Exercise Part III- Identification of Needs and Priorities 



	20:00
	Dinner hosted by Dr. Jassim Al-Mannai, Director General Chairman of the Board


	Tuesday, 15 March 2005



	08:30-10:00
	Session 9: Technical Assistance and Capacity Building

Presentations by:

World Trade Organization 

Arab Monetary Fund

International Monetary Fund



	
	

	10:00-10:30
	Tea/Coffee Break

	
	

	10:30-11:30 
	Session 9: Technical Assistance and Capacity Building (Cont’d)

Presentations by:

World Customs Organization

World Bank 



	11:30- 12:00
	Session 10: Working Group Exercise Part IV- Final preparation of presentation for mock meeting

	
	

	12:00- 12:15
	Tea/Coffee Break

	
	

	12:15- 13:30
	Session 11: Working Group Exercise Part V-Mock meeting of WTO Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation 

	
	

	13.30-14.00
	Session 12: Evaluation of   the Workshop




*****************
� EMBED Imaging.Document  ���





� EMBED Imaging.Document  ���








PAGE  

_1171357830.bin

_1171359620.bin

_1171357651.bin

