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OF U.S. DELEGATION

The United Nations Radio tonight broadcast from.

Havana an interview with William L. Clayton, Chief of the

United States Deleation to the UN Conference on Trade and

Employment.

Text of the interview follows:

QUESTION: Mr. Clayton, would you tell us what the United States

expects to gain from participation in the Trade and Employment

Conference?

CLAYTON: We expect that the International Trade Organization,

which should be set up here, will contribute to increased pro-

duction, distribution and consumption of goods in the United

States and throughout the world, This would result, of course,

in a higher standnrd of living everywhere,

If we are successful at Havana in getting agreement on re-

duction of barriers to world trade, other countries will be

able to buy more of the surplus products of American farms

and factoriés. This doesn't seem so important now, but some

day we will be faced with surpluses again. In turn we will

be anabled. to buy and import more of the essential goods we

need. More imports into the United States will help to lower

costs and increase the standard of living.

As you know, our very best customers have always been these

countries with highly developed econonies--such as Canada, Gre:

Britain and France,
(MORE)
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QUEST ON: What is the United States Delegation's feeling about

the absence of the USSR from this Conference?

CLAYTON: The United States Delegation regrets the absence of the

USSR from this Conference and hopes that the USSR and other

countries In Eastern Europe will join the ITO when it is

set up, However the USSR and her satellites do only about

5% of the international trade of the world. whereas the coun-

tries represented at the Havana Conference do 90%, to 95% of

the trade of the world.
QUESTION;

Since Congress will be called upon to enact into law
any changes in the United States present trade policies,

how does The US. Delegation maintain contact with Cong-

ress to know how far the latter will extend its approval?

OLAYTON: We havecongression, representatives on our Delegation,

who are keeping in close touch with the work of the Confer-

ence, I do want to pint out however that our present po-

licies for lowering trade barriers were first adopted by

congress in 1934 with the passage of the Hull Reciprocrl
Trade Agreements Act. That Act made possible the United

States reduction of tariff barriers at Geneva, as well as

our pre-war trade agreements.

QUESTION: The work at Geneva and Havana seens to be one of the

really hopeful and constructive developments in the

world today, is that not so?

CLAYTON: Yes, I think that is right, If people everywhere are

employed, have enough to eat and wear and decent houses in

which to live, they are not so likely to turn to dangerous

totalitarian philosophies and leaders. I am sure that one

of the best ways for the United States to work for world

peace is through just such cooperative measures for increas-

ing trade and employment as are now being taken at Havane.
(MORE)
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QUESTION: Is it too early to judge, from the attitudes of the

different Delegations, how fat they, are likely to go in the effort

to establish and maintainworld-wide economic prosperity?

CLAYTON: There will, of course, be differences of opinion

among the many nations represented here. Suggestions for changes

will be made, and some of them adopted. However, I beliave that

this Conference will. reach agreement on the Trada Charter ln sub-

stantielly its present form,

ln conclusion, I think I should point out that the objectives
of the Charter have been widely approved in the United States by

many of our newspapers, by leading members of bath major. political

parties, as well as by important labor, business and farm groups

and individuals. This is not surprising. Thoughtful people every-

where realize that economic warfare and unemployment and hunger are

as dangerous to the pence of the world as military aggression. We

must, therefore, agree to work for the establishment and maintenance

of world.-wide economic order ,and high levels of production and

employment. This we shall try to do at Havana.
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