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Mr ,President,

We have assembled here today to place the coping

stone on a structure of which all of us have reason to be proud, and

to which, we hope, posterity will look up with a feeling of gratitude.

by adoptping this Charter of the international Trade Orgniztion, we

are, at this historic moment, taking a big stop forward in interna-

tional economic cooperation.

India today stands at the threshold of her destiny.

With the enormous natural resources which are still to be developed

and the opportunities we now have fer developing them, we are committed

to a programmesof rapid economic development in the immediate future

which indeed is essential if we are to achieve anything approaching

decent standards of living for our vast population. Such a programme

can only be carried out if we have freedom of action. At the same

time India, with the status that she has acquired among the great

nations ot the world is conscious also of the responsibilities that

she must now shoulder in the international field. She is determined

to carry out those responsibilities and to play her part in inter-

national collaboration. It is that consciousness and that deternina-

tion which has guided the Indian Delegation, throughout the delibera-

tions which have, led to the framing of the Charter and, let me assure

you Mr. President, and all those present here that it is that spirit

which will guide us, aIl through the future. A nation like ours, which

has just attained its independerce and has yet to cvolve its own eco-
nomic and commercial policies, to meet the compelling needs of its own
economic situation, finds it siganificant that the framing of this Char-

ter should have so closely coincided with the beginning of a new chap-
ter in Indial's own economic history; Throughout our association with
the preparatory work of this Charter, we in the Indian Delegation have
not had the problem of reconciling vested intere'sts or long-esta-
blished policies to a new code ot behaviour, but have rather had the
feeling of solving a new economic policy for a new and progressive
economy that (more)
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re consider urgent both for ourselves, and for other countries similarly-

onditioned.

We are happy, and indeed gratified, at the theught that cur

efforts at adapting the ITO Charter to the paramount objective of

promoting economic development and rising standards of living in all

undeveloped or underdeveloped regions of the world, side by side with

the expansion of international trade have been rewarded with a sub-

stantial measure of success. The Charter is certainly not all that

each one of the nations represented here would haveliked it tode

from its own individual point of view. Indeed, this Charter is a

monument to the spirit cf reasonable compromise and conciliation

which all the countries here have show in approaching their indiv-

idual problems. It is of the essence of a world agreement of this

kind and of its vast scope, that it should have regard to the needs

and requirements of countries in varying economic situations, and of

countries with widely divergent economic systems and economic ideol-

ogies. I am glad to say, however, that despite the understanding

we have shown of each other s needs and the concessions we have made

to each other' s point of view, most of us are in the happy position

of not having had ta sacrifice any of the fundamental objectives

which we cherish and which indeed we could not abandon without be-

traying the interests of our people. This happy outcome has cnly

been possible because of the skilful and sympathetic manner in which

this complicated problem has been faced at this conference. We be-

have that the provisions of the Charter dealing with the Executive

Board of the Orgenization which have assured its fully representative

character should help in securing the consideration of the various

interests of the member countries, but even so the success or failure

of the Organization will largely depend on whether or not the Organ-

izaticn in its working, carries on the tradition of reasonable com-

promise and mutual adjustment .which have been such strong factors
(MORE)
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in our succcss here,

Although the Charter is thé outcome of cooperative effort in

which all nations present here have participated ani which in its var-

ious parts reflects the thoughts and ideas of all of us, I cannot

help thinking on the present occasion of the valuable work done by

the Delegation of that great country, the United Stztes who were res-

ponsible for the conception of the original proposals. Theirs has

undcubtedly been the most outstanding contribution, One can pay it

no greater tribute than to say that it has been worthy cf the undis-

puted leadership which that country holds in world economic affairs,

The success of this Conference on some of the most difficult and con-

troversial issues which held up its progress at One stage was in no

small measure due to the tact, imagination and understanding displayed

by the United States Delegation, and, let me add, to the spirit of

reasonable accommodation and understanding of the difficulties cf

the more advancedd cuntries shown by those of us of the under-devel-

oped regions of Latin America, the Middle East and the East who fought

hard naturally for what we felt was essential for us but were always

willing to compromise in the interests of a general settlement which

would be beneficial to all.

To you, Mr, President, this Conference owes a prefound debt of

gratitude, and I an sure I am vocing the feelings of all present

here when I say that we have been extremely fortunate in having a

President who, apart from his conspicuous ability in guiding our de-

liberations, was able to create an atmosphere of goodwill and friend-

ship so essential to the smooth working of a Conference of this kind.

in you, Sir, we all felt we had not only our President, but a friend,

always available for advice and ever ready to assist and help along

the work on which we were engaged. We would like also to extend our

thanks to the Government of Cuba and the people of Havana for the

kind hospitality wehave enjoyed during these last few months, and
(MORE)
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for all they have dene to make our stay here so comfortable and on-

joyable. Last, though by no means least we wish to pay our tribute

to thè Socretariat who have worked light and day with an efficiency

and devotion so great that one has almost not heard the working of

this great machine. The Chartar, which has been aptly named the

Havana Charter -- a happier namewould haveo bean difficult to find--

will carry with it, for us, many pleasant memories of the friendships

and associations we have made among the people of Havana.


