
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

HAVANA, CUBA.

ADVANCE TEXT Press Release ITO/187
CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 20 March l948

SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE SEVENTEENTH PLENARY MEETING ON BEHALF
OF THE DELEGATION OF COLOMBIA BY H. E. DR. FULGENCIO LEQUERICA VELES

MINISTER OF COLOMBIA IN CUBA, DELEGATE TO THE CONFERENCE

AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTLARY

Mr. President, Gentlemen:

In expressing our acceptance of the Charter ofHavana in the terms

of the Final Act, the delegation of Colombia wishes to make a number of

brief observations. In the absence of the head of our delegation,
Dr. Lleras Restrepo, whose duties in connection with the forthcoming
Pan American Conference have obliged him to return to Bogota, it is my

privilege to speak on behalf of the Colombian delegation in these final

meetings which mark the end of four month of exceptionally hard and complex
work.

I must begin by paying a tribute to the delegations which have

accomplished a task of exceptional magnitude, to the chairmen who have

presided with such skill over the deliberations of the organs of the

Conference, and to the Secretariat whose work, under unobtrusive and

skillful direction, could hardly have been bettered.

When the Conference opened, the delegation of Colombie explained its

reasons for whole-heartedly supporting an international trade organization.

At the same time, we said that in our opinion the Draft Charter required
amending in order to make it a better balanced and a more just document.

It would be unreasonable to deny that a great effort has been made to

achieve balance and justice. A satisfuctory solution has been found for

many of the individual problems of the countries represented here, which

arise out of real or apparent contradictions between the general provisions

of the Charter and situations as they actually exist. A further advance has

been made on the lines already laid down in Geneva, in providing for the

exceptional application of measures of protection when justified by the

requirement of economic development or reconstruction. Greater emphasis

has been laid on the functions to be attributed to the Oreanization in

connection with economic development. All this, together with improvements

in the text of many clauses of the Charter and the endless labour of

interpreting and clearly defining the scope of each Article justify the

length of this Conference. We have, as a result, a Charter under which we

hope to see all nations united in an effort of co-operation for the common

good. The fact that it has been possible to create an instrument of this

kind despite the natural and profound difference of interests, is a step
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forward of great siguficance which cannot be over-estimated, and in

comparison with which the defects and flaws from which it has been

impossible to,free the Charter seem smallindeed..

The delegation of Coloambia must however regret that a greater advance

bas not beem made in.recoguizing and giving effect to two major principles;
the obligation on the part of the more powerful countries to co-perate in

progressively reducing the existing differences between standards of living

in different countries, and the right of the under-develomed countries to

special treatment within the provisions of the Charter. Important progress
has been made on both points in Geneva and in Havane, but it is still-

impossible to say that we have reached the limit of what could reasonably
be asked and expected. The delegation of Colombia would be insincere if it

did not express its dissatiafaction with these gaps in the Charter, and if

it did not once more voice its hope that they will be filled either by

subsequent amendment or by the way in which the Charter is put into effect
in practice. Our acceptance of the Charter is based on the conviction that

the importance of anOrgenization of this kind is so great that it is

worth establishing, even if its Charter does not immediately correspond to

the ideal requirements of international justice. We are confident that the

forces i1e t in a E of juridical organizationand contact with

everday reality will bringus graduely nja:Dr to a just system of

effective and dynamic co-cperation.
In accepting the Charter on behalf of the delegaetion of Colombia, I

wish to express my sincere home that the efforts rade here will continue

to proper to the benefit of peace and the prosperity of us all.


