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MEETING OF MINISTERS
16-21 May 1963

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF TARIFFS
AND OTHER BARRIERS TO TRADE AND RELATED MATTERS

and

MEASURES FOR ACCESS TO MARKETS FOR
AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER PRIMARY PRODUCTS

Resolution Adopted on 21 May 1963

The Ministers agreed:

A. PRINCIPLES

1. That a significant liberalization of world trade is desirable, and that, for

this purpose, comprehensive trade negotiations, to be conducted on a most-favoured-

nation basis and on the principle of reciprocity, shall begin at Geneva on

4 May 1964, with the widest possibe participation.

2. That the trade negotiations shall cover all classes of products, industrial

and non-industrial, including agricultural and primary products.

3. That the trade negotiations shall deal not only with tariffs but also with

non-tariff barriers.

4. That, in view of the limited results obtained in recent years from item-

by-item negotiations, the tariff negotiations, subject to the provisions of

paragraph B 3, shall be based upon a plan of substantial linear tariff reductions

with a bare minimum of exceptions which shall be subject to confrontation and

Justification. The linear reductions shall be equal. In those cases where

there are significant disparities in tariff levels, the tariff reductions

will be based upon special rules of general and automatic application.
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5. That in the trade negotiations it shall be open to each country to

request additional trade concessions or to modify its own offers where this

is necessary to obtain a balance of advantages between it and the other

participating countries.; It shall be a matter of joint endeavour by all

participating countries to negotiate for a sufficient basis of reciprocity

to maintain the fullest measure of trade concessions.

6. That during the trade negotiations a problem of reciprocity could arise

in the case of countries the general incidence of whose tariffs is unquestian-

ably lower than that of other participating countries.

7. That, in view of the importance of agriculture in world trade, the trade

negotiations shall provide for acceptable conditions of access to world

markets for agricultural products.

8. That in the trade negotiations every effort shall be made to reduce

barriers to exports of the less-developed countries, but that the developed

countries cannot expect to receive reciprocity from the less-developed

countries.

B PROCEDURES

1. That a Trade Negotiations Committee, composed of representatives of all

participating countries, shall be set up, and that it shall be the function

of the Trade Negotiations Committee, directly or through committees (including

the Special Groups referred to in paragraph 3(d) below):

(a) To elaborate a trade negotiating plan in the light of the principles

in paragraphs A 1-8 above, with a view to reaching agreement on the

details of the plan of tariff reductions referred to in paragraph A 4

above by 1 August 1963, and to completing the remainder of the task

by the date of the beginning of the twenty-first session of the

CONTRACTING PARTIES.

(b) To supervise the conduct of the trade negotiations.

2. That the trade negotiating plan will have to take into account the

issues raised by the Ministers, and that the acceptability of the trade

negotiating plan, from the point of view of individual countries, will depend

upon the degree to which it succeedsin dealing with such issues.
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3. That the Trade Negotiations Committee in elaborating the trade negotiating

plan, shall deal inter alia with the following issues and special situations:

(a) The depth of the tariff reductions, and the rules for exceptions.

(b) The criteria for determining significant disparities in tariff

levels and the special rule applicable for tariff reductions in these

cases.

(c) The problem for certain countries with a very low average level

of tariffs or with a special economic or trade structure such that

equal linear tariff reductions may not provide an adequate balance of

advantages.

(d) The rules to govern, and thle methods to be employed in, the creation

of` acceptable conditions of access to world markets for agricultural

products in furtherance of a significant development and expansion of

world trade in such products, Since cereaIs and meats are amongst the

commodities for which general arrangements may be required, the Special

Groups on Cereals and Meats shall convene at early dates to negotiate

appropriate arrangements. For similar reasons a special group on dairy

products shall also be established.

(e) The rules to govern and the methods to be employed fi the treatment

of non-tariff barriers, including inter alia discriminatory treatment

applied to products of certain countries and the means of assuring that

the value of tariff reductions will not be impaired or nullified by non-

tariff barriers. Consideration shall be given to the possible need to

review the application of certain provisions of the General Agreement,
in particular Articles XIX and XXVIII, or the procedures thereunder,

with a view to maintaining, to the largest extent possible, trade

liberalization and the stability of tariff concessions.
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Chairman's Statements

In presenting the resolution contained in this document the Chairman

made the following statement:

"The Chairman understands that in A 4 and B 3(b) significant'
means, 'meaningful in trade terms', and that, this is acceptable."

"The purpose of the special rules mentioned in A 4 and B 3(b) is

among other things to reduce such disparities and this is acceptable."

In reference to paragraph B 3(c) the Chairman made the following

statement:

"Pursuant to this paragraph the Committee will deal with the

case of certain countries where it is established that their very low

average level of tariffs or their economic or trade structure is such

that the general application of equal linear tariff reductions would

not be appropriate. For such countries the objective shall be the

negotiation of a balance of advantages based on trade concessions by

them of equivalent value, not excluding equal linear reductions where

appropriate."


