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Opening address by the Chairmanl

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the representatives of the five governments which
had acceded to the GATT under the provisions of Article XXVI:5(c) since the
twenty-first session: Togo, Malawi, Malte, Gambia and Burundi. He said that
the increased membership of the GATT reflected the growing intercst which the
GATT was awakening in many parts of the world. He felt that it was encumbent
on the contracting partics to sce to it that the hopes of the less-developed
countries which werc incrcasingly looking towards tince GATT would find their
just satisfaction within the framcwork of the CONTRACTING PARTIES. - Efforts
should be mede to cnsurc that the new Part IV would soon be an integral part
of the Agrecment., Acceptance of & proposal before the scssion concerning the
definitive application of thc General Agreement and the ending of the systom
of provisignal application which had boeen in offeet since 1948 would have the
effect of ‘solidifying the General Agreement and merited carcful and sympathetic
consideration by delegations.. He stressed the possibilitics of the Kennedy
Round of trade negotiations for improving the trade of all participating
countries.- Referring to the growing tendency towards the formation of regional
groupings he said that out of a tntal of soventy-ninc countries participating
in the work of the General Agreement, forty werce participating in such groupings.
He felt that the discussions within the Kennedy Round and in other arcas of GATT
activities undoubtedly would lead tu a scttlement of cutstanding points in
relation both to the terms of the General Agrecment and to the legitimate
aspirations and responsibilitics of thusce groups. (The full statcement of the
Chairman's opening address was distributed in press releasc GATT/919.)

lln the absence of the Chairman, Mr., J. Warren (Ganada), and of thc First
Vice-Chairman, Mr. J. Lacarte (Uruguay), Mr. J. Bresson (Upper Volta) presided
and rcad an opening address on bcholf of Mr. Lacartc.
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1. Adcption of agenda

The agenda proposed in document L/2358/Add.1 was adopted.

2. Order of business (W.22/1) 4

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the order of business proposced by the
Executive Secretary in document W.22/l. He suggested that as the report by the
Group of Experts on Trade Informaticn and Trade Promotion Advisory Scervices was
closely related to the work of the Committee on Trade and Development it might
be uscful to submit the report to that Committee for cxamination and comment
before discussion in plenary. Hc added that certain recommendations cf the
Group had financial implications. This aspcct should, therefore, be studizd
by the Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration. Hoe further suggested
that the item on the Impact of Commodity Problems upon International Trade was
also closely related to the work of the Committee on Trade and Development and could
appropriately bo referred teo the Committee to examine the trends and developments
in commodity trade and to include comments on this subject in the report it would
submit to the CONTRACTING PARTIES later in the session.

Mr. SWARUP (TIndia) said that as the agende itcm dealing with residual import
restrictions had .great importance for less-developed countries the Committece on
Trade and Development might first be asked to discuss it before it was debated
in a plenary meeting.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, conmenting on this suggestion by the Indian
delegate, said that as the agenda item relating to residual import restrictions
also covered restrictions -affecting trade among industrialized countrics, the
discussion of the subject in the Committee should be confined to the effects of
these restrictions on the trade of less-developed countries.

Mr. DONOVAN (Australia), referring to the Executive Secretary's remarks,
suggested that the same consideration should apply to discussions.in the
Committee on the item concerning commodity problems.

Subject to the foregoing remarks the Chairman's proposals were approved,

The meeting adjourncd at % p.m.



