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TRADE RESTRICTIONS ON ARTIFICIAL LIMBSAND

ORTHOPAEDIC APPLIANCES

Request for the submission of information on customs duties and
trade restrictions

The following statements have been received from the Governmentsof the
United Kingdom and the United States.

UNITED KINGDOM

1. Import Dutie:-

(i) Surgical boots and shoes.

There is no special provision for these in the United Kingdom Tariff.
They are dutiable, as are other boots and shoes, under Group XXII (3)
of Part 3, as follows:

(a) If made wholly or partly of
rubber, synthetic rubbers etc.,
(except where the outer part
of the uppers, apart from
stitchings, fastenings or
ornaments, is made entirely
of leather or leather and
elastic).

Specific duties
ranging from 5d. each
(lod.a pair) to 2s.
each (4s a pair)
according to type
and size.

(b) Other

Men' s

Women's

Children's

15%

3s. per pair or 10%,
whichever is the
greater

20%

Shaped parts for all
descriptions

(c)
20%
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(ii) Articles for the surgical adaptation of normal footwear.

These may be dutiable under various headings of Part 3,
probably at 20%

(iii) Arch supporters for feet

Artificial limbs

Crutches

Fracture appliances in the form of splints and similar supports

Trusses

Part 3 GroupVIII (2)(ii) 15%

(iv) Other articles, unless made wholly or
mainly or iron or steel wire

Part 3 G.A.V. 10%

(v) Articles made wholly or mainly of
iron or steel wire

Group V(5)(xxi) of Part 3 33 1/3

(Note: Orthopaedic appliances and artificial limbs containing silk or
artificial silk may be chargeable with slightly higher rates of duty).

2. Suspension of Duties:

The rates of duty quoted above are applied in full,

3. Import Restrictions:

Imports of most of the appliances concerned are admitted freely under the
Open General Licence from all countries other than the dollar areas Eastern Europe
and Korea. An import licence is required in a few cases where the appliance is
designed for the correction of malformation, e.g. articles for the surgical
adaptation of normal footwsar.

Imports from other sources are subject to licence but this is issued
if no equivalent appliance is available in the United Kingdom.

4. Formalities:

None.
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5. .Statistical Information.

(a) Imports in- 1955

COUNTRY IMPORTS ($U.S.)British Colonies ........................ 4,255
Australia ......................................... ............. .... .... . . ..2,108
Faderation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland ................................ 3
Union of South Africa ................................................ 207
Irish Republic ...................................................... 12,94.2
United States of America ............................................ 42,518
Belgium .......................................................... 1,996
Netherlands ........................................... 1,854
France ........................................................ 165
Denmark ............................................................... 56
Norway .......................................................... 249
Sweden .......................................................... 176

Western Germany.....................................................1,562
Switzerland ..................................... 1,140
Austria ................................................ 56
Portugal............................................. 34
Israel ............................................ 280
Jordan ........................................... 92
Iraq .............................................................. 146
Egypt ............................................................ 146
Japan ...................................................................160
Other Countries ......................................................631

TOTAL 70,776

Note: The only import figures available are for the group of items dutiable at
15% (i.e. arch supporters for feet, artificial limbs, crutches, trusses
and fracture appliances in the form of splints and similar supports).
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(b) Production in 1955

Artificial limbs $1,522,OOO
Complete figures for production of other orthopaedic appliances
are not available, but in 1955 the total value of production was
probably of the order of $5,000.,000.

(a)Exports, in 1955

The only export figures available are for the group of items
dutiable at 15%. (i.e.,arch supporters for feet artificial limbs,
crutchesa, trusses and-fracture appliances in the form of splints
and similar supports). Exports of these items amounted to
$1,185;199; of this amount artificial limbs accounted for
$356,000

UNITEDSTATES

1. Import Duties.:

(a) Specifically mentioned in United States tariff -

Tariff Product Rate of Duty

1816 Artificial limbs and limb braces
.imported solely for the personal
use of a specified person Free

1554 Walking Canes (including those
for other than orthopaedic uses) 25%

(b) Not specifically mentioned in United States tariff

The probable classification of some orthopaedic appliances is as
follow.:

Tariff
Paragraph Product Rate of Duty

Crutches
397 in chief value of metal ......... 20%2
412 in chief value ofwood ,... 16 2/3%

1Because imports of orthopaedic appliances have been negligible, the Bureauof
Customs has made few administrative determinations as to what tariff provisions
and rates apply to these items.

2These rates will be further reduced an 30 ;une 1958, as a consequence of the
1956 Tariff Negotiations of the CONTRACTING PARTIES to the GAT.
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Tariff Product RateofDuty

1531 Leather trusses 11%1
Wheel chairs

397 in chief value of metal parts.. 20%1
412 in chief value of wooden parts . . . 16 2/3%

397 Arch supports (metal) 20%1
Struts

397 in chief value of mstal. , ... 20%1
412 in chief value of wood. ., . . . 16 2/3%

1529(C) Corsets, specially designed (the
same classification as other
corsets) 24½%1

2. Suspension of Duties:

There is no existing legal provision for the suspension of customs duties
applicable to artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances. There is, however,
limited authority to reduce duties through tariff negotiations under existing
trade agreements legislation.

3. Import Restrictions:

The United States has no restrictions, other than customs duties, on the
importation of artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances.

4. Formalities:

There are no special formalities applicable to imports of artificial limbs
and orthopaedic appliances, and the United States Government believes that its
customs procedures are not an obstacle to such imports. The United States has
simplified its customs procedures in the last few years (See GAAT document L/355
of 2 May 1955).

5. Statistical Information:

(a) Imports of items specifically mentioned in tariff

Artificial limbs and limb braces imported solely for the personal
use of a specified person:

Total Imports in 1955 $700

FromCanada $700

1These rates will be further reduced on 30 June 1958, as a consequence of the
1956 Tariff Negotiations of the CONTRACTING PARTIES to the GATT.
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Walking Canes (including those for other than orthopaedicuses):
Total Imports in 1955

From Austria

From France

From the Federal Republic of Germany
From Italy

From Japan .

From the United Kingdom

$26,800

$400
$1,200
$3,200
$800

$17,600
$3,600

(b) National production of artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances was
estimated. to have been $75 million in 1955, and exports were approximatel-
$2 million.

Comment:

There appears to be very little demand for imported artificial limbs and
orthopedic appliances in the United states, possibly owing to technical advances
made by the United States in this field during recent years. Artificial limbs
are imported in only negligible amounts Even though there are no precise
statistics available, imports of orthopaedic appliances also appear to be
negligible.-


