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AUSTRALIAN IMPORTS OF PIECEGOODS AND NON-PILE FABRICS,
IMITATION FURS, OF WOOL OR CONTAINING WOOL

Notification of Action under Article XIX
The following notification, dated 25 May 1961, has been received from the

Australian delegation:

"1. The Australian Government wishes to advise the CONTRACTING PARTIES that
in accordance with the provisions of Article XIX it is withdrawing the
following tariff concessions listed in Part I of Schedule I of the GATT:

Ex 105 (F) (1) piecegoods of wool, or containing wool, N.E.I.,
weighing more than 4.5 ounces per square yard.
Duty 6d. square yard and 40 per cent; bound to
France, Geneva, 1959.

Ex 105 (E) (1) non-pile fabrics, imitation furs, of wool or
containing wool. Duty 15 per cent; bound to
Benelux, Geneva, 1947.

" 2. The action has been made necessary following an increase in imports
under such conditions as to cause serious injury to domestic producers.
Since the delay would cause damage which would be difficult to repair,
the action will be effected as from 26 may 1961. It is of a temporary
nature pending the receipt of a full report of the Australian Tariff
Board at a later date.

"3. Statistics of imports subject to withdrawals are not separately
recorded. The following statistics relate to all imports under
105(F) (1) and to imports of "plushes, astrekhans, sealettes and cloths
imitating furs" Ex 105 (F) (1).

Thousand Square Yards 1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 (9 months)

105(F)(1) total 2,485 3,361 4,137
United Kingdom 1,894 2,313 2,243
France 66 110 86
Italy 322 699 1,409
Japan 143 95 115
United States 36 77
Other 60 108 207
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Ex 105(E) (1) total 351 600 879
United Kingdom 59 109 257
Benelux 5 19 12
Czechoslovakia 4 29 2
France 5 4 31
Germany 58 81 120
Italy 15 15 96
Japan 200 311 291
Switzerland 1 14 11
United States - 11 51
Other 4 10 8

"4, Evidence given at an enquiry conducted by a decay chairmanofthe
Australian Tariff Board showed that the total volue of orders
received in April 1961 was some 36 par cent of those received
during April 1960. Employees engaged in the lecal industsry at
the end of February 1961 were 807 fewer than theseemployed at
the beginning of December 1960 and 1,217 employee has been placed
on short time.. It was estimated that by the end of April 1961 a
further 2,605 employees would have been dismissed and 6.491 more
would be placed on short time. By the end ofApril 1961 apprexima-
tely 50 per cent of the industry's normal employmentof
23,000 persons would have been affected. Despite adecrease in
production of 17 per cent during the firstquarter of 1961 compared
to the corresponding period of 1960, stocks had accumlated, to an
unusually high level.

"5. Having examined this and otherevidence the deputychairmanhas
reported that it is necessary thaturgent actionbetakento
protect the Australian woolelenand worsted textile industry against
serious damage from impots.

"6. Countries mainly concerned have been informed of theproposed
action. Australia is willing to consult asprovidedforin
paragraph 2 of Article XIX with those contracting parties having
a substantial interest as exporters in respect of the proposed
action."


