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AUSTRIAN IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

Liberalization of Imports on
1 January 1963

By letter dated 21 February 1963, the Austrian permanent mission has
transmitted a list of products the import of which from contracting parties
was liberalized on 1 January 1963. This list is in the German language and
is kept on file for reference at the secretariat.

In transmitting the list, the Austrian authorities state as follows:

"By this step the GATT liberalization in Austria has been raised with
the exception of a few items to the existing level of the OECD liberaliza-
tion. At the same time the GATT liberalization has been extended to a
list of items, which had not been liberalized for OECD countries before.

"As far as the items which are not yet subject to GATT liberalization
are concerned, I should like to draw your attention to the fact that on
1 January 1962 global quotas were opened, to begin with, for OECD countries
with respect to all industrial and some agricultural products for which
quantitative import restrictions still existed. These global quotas were
increased on 1 July 1962 by 20 per cent, on 1 October 1962 again by
30 per cent, and on 1 January 1963 by 10 per cent. With effect from
1 January 1963 these global quotas have also been extended to all GATT
countries.

"All these measures are in conformity with the memorandum on Austrian
import restrictions submitted by the Austrian Government to the twentieth
session of CONTRACTING PARTIES and which has been circulated as,
document L/1917 of 16 November 1962.

"The measures put into effect on 1 January 1965 constitute also a
basis for an intensification of imports from developing countries as
these countries have now in principle the same access to the Austrian
market as OECD countries.

"The new liberalization measures and the global quotas are not
applicable to Japan, Cuba and Czechoslovakia.

"An English translation of the annexed liberalization list is under
preparation in Austria and will be forwarded to you as soon as available"


