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Fourth Annual Report by the Governmnnt of Sw1taerland
Under the Declaration of 22 November 1958

- Import Restrictions Applied by Switzerland -

The Swiss Government submits hereunder to the twenty-second session of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES its fourth report on the application of the reservations
set forth under paragraph 1(b) of the Declaration of 22 November 1958 on the
Provisional Accession of the Swiss Confederation to the General Agreement, ‘as
amended by the Proces~Verbal ‘of 8 December 1961 and 31 October 1964.

A. Legal Basis for the Restrlctlons

The legislative provisions on which the import restrictions are based have
not been amended since the third annual report (document L/2151 of 25 February

1964).

B. Application of the Restrictions

There has been no change during the period under consideratioh in the
rarious restrictive systems or mechanisms applied to imports.

As regards the products concerned, the application of the import
restrictions in 1963 and 1964 calls for the following comments:

1. Bread cereals, fodder cereals, fodder

The percentages of domestic wheat which the millers were required to take
over in relation to total requirements were as follows:

1963 : 66,46 per cent (weighted average)
1964 : 62 “4 per cent (welghtcd average)
Import quotas for fodder werc adjusted from time to time to meet demand.

Those imports, which had been 25 per cent higher in 1962 than in 1681, increased
further by abou: 11 per cent in 1963 and remained at that level in 1964
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2. Animals for slaughtcr, and meat

Imports again rose apprcciably, and the share of imports in consumptidn
inereased from 11.98 per cent in 1962 to 14.3 per cent in 1963 and about 20 per
cent (estimate) in 1864,

3. Butter and whole milk powder, caszin

- After a slight dcecline in 1963, when imports amounted to 2,616 tons as
compared with %,607 tons in 1962,. they rose to 10,817 tons in 1964. This trend
was due to a sharp drop in milk productiofi.” Production is expected to return
to normal in 1965 and this will reduce butter import capacity.

Imports of whole milk powder remained stable.

Imports of casein have been rising since 1961. The take-over ratio as
between the imported and the domestic product was raised from 1l:1 to 2:1
at the end of 1964.

. Eggs

After a slight decline in 1965, imports continued on a rising trend. Their
share in consumption amounted to about 42 per cent in 1963 and about 44 per cent
in 1G64.

The surplus situation on the European market inevitably affected the Swiss
market. In order to olfset the abnormally low price of imported &ggs which
threatencd to force down prices on the Swiss market. an additional charge of
1 centime was applied from 29 May tc 31 Deccember 1964 as a termporary measure.

5. Fresh vegetables

Imports of fresh vegetables continued at a very hizh level.

Imports of pctatoes L=ll back to their former level.

S<nce seed potato recquirements can increasingly be met by domestic
production, mainly in mountainous regions, there has been a declining tendency
in recent years, and this was more marked in 1963 and 196%4.

6. Fresh fruit
Imports of pip and stone fruit showedq little change as compared with 1962.

On the other hand, imports of berries rose sharply, particularly in 1964.

T- Wines and grape Jjuice

Wine consumption continued at a high level, so that quotas were enlarged.
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8. Flowers
There was no change in the level of imports.
9. Alcohol | :
Imports rose appreciably because of higher cioméstic demand.

C. General Remarks

This report relates malnly to the appllcatlon by Switzerland: of 1mport
restrictlong. :. .

These measures represent only one aspect of Switzerland's agricultural
policy and should therefore not be considered in isolation. It is therefore
appropriate to mention here the overall effects of Switzerland'c agrif“dﬁural
poliey on imports. The latter have been r1s1ng steadily for some ypars past
as may be seen from the following figures:

1960 Sw.fr. 15764, VEIJ-:OOO
1961 Sw.fr. 1,930, 527,000
1962 Sw.fr. 2,147, 750,000
1965 Sw.fr. 2,302, 400,000
1964 Sw.fr. 2,625, 552,000
This trend is partly due to the population increase (including foreign
workers) and to higher incomes but also to the relative stability, of. Swiss
agricultural production, for which, according to FAO statistics, the! indcx is
still one of the lowest (5ee Amnex II). Since 1962, Switzerland has become

one of the largest importing countries in terms of per caput imports of food-
stuffs and fodder (see Annex III).
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ANNEX _II
Food Production*
(100'= average for 1952/5% - 1956/57)
I. Total precduction II. Per cagput production
, '1058/50  1060/61 1962/63 | 1958/50 1960/61  1962/63
' Belgium 12+ 114 18 . | 109 110 113
Denrark 110 116 126 " 108 112 119
Fed.Rep. Germany 110 121 121 105 113 110
Finland 110 . 127 124 105 121 115
France 105 . 124 128 101 117 116
United Kingdom 101 118 129 100 115 1203
Ttaly o117 . 109 120 115 105 C 114
Netherlands 117 119 122 111 110 110
Norway ': 101 102 99 - 93 o7 92
Austria 116 123 129 115 121 126
Spain 110 117 123 106 111 115
Sweden 95 99 . 101 93 96 96
Switzerland 108 110 110 102 ~ 100 95
Yugoslavia 120 147 - 138 115 138 127
Canada 96 106 116 86 91 96
United States 111 112 113 103 101 %9
Japan 117 125 133 112 118 123
Australia 120 124 137 110 169 116
New Zealand 115 117 123 103 104 104

* :
See FAO Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics; No.4, 1964.
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ANNEX III
Per Caput Imports of Food and Fodder Products
(in US dollars)

1959 1960 1961 1962
Switzerland 68.4 Ti.% 75.1 8%.0
United Kingdom 82,1 81.1 77.1 81.8
Denmark 64.0 63.1 54.6 68.3
Netherlands 6%.6 6%.4 63.6 67.1
Fed. Rep. Germany 45.8 47,4 49.9 57.0
Norway 44,8 k7.9 44.8 51.9
Sweden 44.8 45.1 45.5 49.3
Canada 37.0 36.2 36.5 %6.1
France 29.8 31.8 30.0 35.2
Finland 28.0 27.5 27.7 0.4
Austria 28.1 30.1 24.9 28.9
New Zealand 21.8 22.4 24,1 20.5
United States 20.0 18.8 18.6 19.8
Italy 13.5 18.2 18.2 20.3
Australia 9.6 10.1 11.1 10.3
Japan 7.2 7.9 8.6 9.7
India 0.9 0.9_ 0.6 0.7

Europe (not including

Bast European countries and

Turkey; including Yugoslavia) 37.0 36.0 38.0 hp.1

Figures computed on the basis of FAO Yearbook - Prcduction 1963, and

United Wations Statistical Bulletin.




