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GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES

Notification by Australia

In accordance with the Decision of the CONTRACTING PARTIES of 28 November 1979
concerning Differential and More Favourable Treatment, Reci rocity and Fuller
Participation of Developing Countries (the Enabling Clause)2, the delegation of
Australia has notified the following changes to the Australian System of Tariff
Preferences for Developing Countries.

Textiles, clothing and footwear products

The extension of the Australian System of Tariff Preferences for Developing
Countries (ASTP) to most textile, clothing and footwear products, notified
through GATT document COM.TD/SCPM/W/3 of 24 October 1980, was put into effect on
1 January 1981. The preference margin will be applied to the existing general
tariff rates until 31 December 1981, after which they will be applied to the new
general tariff structure for textile, clothing and footwear products, which will
come into effect on 1 January 1982.

Developing countries which were ineligible for certain of these preferences
because their market share for particular products exceeded the prescribed levels
as set out in the previous notification, were advised during December 1980.
Countries which will be ineligible for the preference on particular products
throughout calendar year 1982 will be notified around mid-1981.

Additional products

As from
the ASTP for
BTN

15.10
22.03

25.31

42.03

4 December 1980, Australia has offered improved tariff treatment under
four additional products. These products are as follows:

Brief description

Fatty alcohols
Beer, containing more
than 1.15% volume
of alcohol

Fluorspar

Wriststraps of
leather or of
composition leather

MFN rate

25%

$0.547
per litre

$2.22
per ton

25%

Previous
DC rate

15%

$0.547
per litre

$2.22
per ton

15%

Present
DC rate

Free

$0.52
per litre

Free

10%

1L/3982 and addenda 1-14 contain previous notifications of Australia on its
GSP scheme.

2BISD 26th Supplement, pages 203-205
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Tanned and finished leather and dressed fur

As a result of the Australian Government's consideration of the
Industries Assistance Commission's Report on "Tanned and Finished Leather
and Dressed Fur" it was announced that from 20 January 1981 hides, skins and
furskins of any kind, raw or semi-processed up to and including the wet blue
or an equivalent stage should be dutiable at an MFN rate of Free plus the
2 per cent revenue duty, with a Developing Country rate of Free. The same
rates would apply to leather parings and other waste and leather dust,
powder and flour.

Other leather and furskins will be dutiable at an MFN rate of 15 per cent
and a Developing Country rate of 10 per cent. This represents a reduction
in the margin of preference from 10 to 5 percentage points.

Brazil will again be accorded the DC preference on bovine and equine
leather (41.02.9) and patent leather (41.08).

Iron and steel

On 8 April 1981 the Australian Government decided that the Developing
Country rate on most iron and steel products would be set at Free or phased
down to Free. The margin of preference will generally be 5 or 10 percentage
points.

In a few cases phasing arrangements will result in an initial increase
in the Developing Country rate. On some items of significant trade interest,
the long-term Developing Country rate will be 5 per cent, affording a
preference margin of 10 percentage points. Included in this category are
high-alloy steel goods, iron and steel pipes and tubes (including those of
cast iron), tube and pipe fittings and high-pressure hydroelectric conduits
of steel.

India, excluded in 1978 from the Developing Country preference on
certain steel pipe and tube (within tariff classification 73.18.9), became
eligible for preference on these products again as from 8 April 1981.

Metal cans and canisters

From 8 April 1981 the Developing Country rate was reduced to Free on
metal cans and canisters of iron or steel falling within tariff classification
72.23, except for jerricans exceeding 15 but not exceeding 25 litres capacity,
to which the MFN rate will continue to apply.
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Greece

The Australian Government announced on 31 December 1980 that Greece
would no longer be considered a Developing Country for the purposes of the
Australian System of Tariff Preferences from 1 January 1981, when it entered
the European Community. However, to allow goods already in transit or in
bond to enter Australia at DC preferential rates, implementation of the
decision was deferred until 1 March 1981.


