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GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES

Notification by Switzerland

Addendum

The following communication dated 10 September has been received from the
delegation of Switzerland.

On 5 June 1979, the Federal Council decided to amend the Ordinance of
2 June 1975 concerning the rules of origin regulating the granting of tariff
preferences to developing countries. These amendments take account of decisions
adopted at international and national level.

Amendments based on international decisions:

Article 8

The time-limit for production of certificates of origin, Form A, which was
five months for consignments transported direct from.the beneficiary country to
Switzerland has been abolished. Consequently, there remains only a single
time-limit of ten months applicable in all traffic.

Article 16

With the addition of a fourth paragraph to this Article, developing countries
now have the possibility of drawing up, in the language of their choice, the
notes on the back of the certificate of origin, Form A. Nevertheless, on the
front of the certificate the text must always be in English or in French.

Article 13. second Paragraph; 24 to 26; Annex V

In order to rationalize formalities a new form, APR, similar to the
Form EUR.2 used for trade within the European free-trade area has been adopted;
this simplified certificate of origin (reproduced in the Annex to the Ordinance)
is modelled on the international customs declaration for parcel post and is
intended exclusively for postal consignments of a value not exceeding Sw F 5,500.
The old Form APR can be used until the end of 1980.

A national decision araending Annex II of the Ordinance has the effect of:

deleting heading 1604 in list A.

The deletion of this heading represents a liberalization that is beneficial in
particular to small developing countries having no fishing fleet. Consequently,
the character of originating product henceforth covers products falling within
heading 1604 after manufacturing or adequate processing.
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Ordinance
concerning the rules of origin regulating the granting of tariff preferences
to developing countries

Amendment of 5 June 1979

The Swiss Federal Council orders as follows:

I

The Ordinance of 2 July 1975 concerning the rules of origin regulating the
granting of tariff preferences to developing countries is hereby amended as
follows;

Article 8

The certificate of origin, Form A, must be presented to the Swiss customs
office through which the products are imported within ten months following the
date of its issue by the competent government authority of the exporting
beneficiary country.

Article 13, second paragraph

2. For the application of the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the
Swiss customs authorities shall return the certificate of origin, Form A, or
the Form APR to the competent Government authority of the exporting country,
indicating where necessary the reasons of substance or form that justify an
enquiry. They shall attach to the Form APR, if produced, the invoice or a
copy thereof and shall furnish all particulars that have been obtained and
give reason for thinking that the indications given on the said certificate,.
Form A; or on the Forn APR, are incorrect.

Article 16, fourth paragraph

4. It shall not be compulsory for the notes on the back of the certificate
to be in English or in French.

Article 24

1. Form APR, which must be consistent with the model in Annex V to this
Ordinance, shall be filled out and signed by the exporter or, under his
responsibility; by his agent. It shall be filled out in English or in French

I/F.ES946.39
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by typewriter or by hand; in the latter case it shall be filled out in ink
and in block capitals. The signature in box 6 of the Form must be handwritten.

2. The size of the Form APR shall be 210 x 148 mm, with a permissible
deviation in length of not more than 5 mm less and 8 mm more. The paper to
be used shall be white, free of mechanical pulp, sized for inking.

3. Each Form shall bear a serial number, printed or not, for identification
purposes.

4. It shall not be compulsory for the notes appended to the Form APR to be
in English or in French.

Article 25

1. A Form APR shall be made out for each postal consignment.

2. After having filled out and signed the Form APR, the exporter shall
attach it to the despatch note in the case of consignment by parcel post,
or shall enclose the Form in the package in the case of consignment by letter
post. In addition. the reference "APR" and the serial number of the Form
shall be stated on the customs green label declaration C1 or on the customs
declaration C2/CP3.

Article 26

If the goods contained in the consignment have already been verified in the
exporting country, taking into account the definition applicable to
"originating products", the exporter may insert a reference to that
verification in the `remarks" box of Form APR.

Annex II (list A)

Paragraph 1604 shall be deleted.

Annex V (Form APR)

Form APR shall be replaced by the model reproduced in the Annex to this
Ordinance.

II

The present amendment shall enter into force on 1 July 1979.

5 June 1979 For the Swiss Federal Council:

President of the Confederation, Hirlimann
Chancellor of the Confederation, Huber
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