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INDONESIA - ESTABLISHMET OF A NEW SCHEDULE XXI

Request for a Waiver

The following communication, dated 31 August 1976, has been received from the
Permanent Mission of Indonesia.

I wish to refer to the decision by the CONTRACTING PARTIES on 13 November 1973
to grant a waiver to Indonesia to enable my Government to apply the rates of duty
contained in its new customs tariff of 1 February 1973 to the extent that they
exceeded the rates bound in Schedule XXI until negotiations under Article XXVIII of
the General Agreement had boon carried out. The time-limit for the completion of the
negotiations, which was originally set at 31 December 1975, has been extended by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES on 26 November 1975 till 31 December 1976.

The carrying out of the renegotiations has, however, met with unexpected
administrative and technical difficulties. In 1975 my mission therefore took
preliminary contacts with the representatives in Geneva of the countries primarily
interested in the renegotiations with Indonesia in order to find out whether they
would be willing to contemplate replacing the 1973 waiver by a waiver which would
permit Indonesia to replace its present Schodule by a new Schedule without being
bound by the formal requirements of Article XXVIII.

It should be recalled that a waiver of this type was granted to Brazil in 1956
to replace its previous Schedule by a new one in connexion with the introduction of a
new Brazilian customs tariff. The response to the approaches made by my mission were
positive.

With this in mind I informed the contracting parties at the Council meeting on
15 July 1976 that the Indonesian Government had decided to ask for a waiver along the
lines of the Brazilian one. I am now in a position to submit on behalf of my
Government a formal request for such a waiver.

I would be grateful if this request would be brought to the attention of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES, so that it could be dealt with at the Council meeting in
October 1976.


