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ARTICLE XIX - ACTION BY THE UNITED STATES

Clothes-Pins

Addendum

CONTINUATION OF ACTION

The following communication, dated 8 March 1982, has been received from the
delegation of the United States.

The United States advised the contracting parties in GATT document
L/4759/Add.1 that the President had taken action in accordance with Article XIX
to impose a global quota on imports of wood and plastic spring clothes-pins
(TSUS 790.05). The global quota limited the importation of clothes-pins valued
at no more than US$1.70 a gross to two million gross annually for three years.

The quota was administered quarterly as follows:

Category Quota allocation

Valued not over 80 cents per gross
Valued over 80 cents per gross but
not over US$1.35 per gross
Valued over US$1.35 per gross
but not over US$1.70 per gross

Total

500,000 gross
600,000 gross

900,000 gross

2,000,000 gross

The President's action was taken in accordance with the provisions of
section 203 of the Trade Act of 1974. Sub-section (H) (3) of that section of -he
Act provides-that "any import relief provided pursuant to this section ... may
be extended by the President at a level of relief no greater than the level in
effect immediately before the extension, for one three-year period if the
President determines ... that such extension is in the national interest".

.1/.



L/4759/Add.2
Page 2

On 22 February 1982, following consideration of an advisory report
from the United States International Trade Commission expressing its
unanimous opinion that termination of relief would have a significant
adverse economic effect on the adjustment plans of the domestic clothes-pin
industry and should be extended for three years, the views of interested
parties, and other relevant factors set forth in section 202(C) of the
Trade Act of 1974, the President determined that a continuation of the quota
programme described above was necessary to provide the industry with further
time to complete its adjustment efforts, and issued a proclamation (4901)
extending the relief period for two years. Relief has been continued without
change in form and will expire on 22 February 1984.

Proclamation 4901 of 22 February 1982, a copy of which will be
transmitted to the secretariat, furnishes the details of the action taken
by the President.

The United States reaffirms its readiness to consuLt with the
CONTRACTING PARTIES and with those contracting parties having a substantial
interest as exporters of clothes-pins regarding this action.


