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Note by the Chairman

1. The Committee met on. 28 March 1980 under the Chalrmanshlp of
Mr. P. R. Barthel Rosa (Braz1l)

2. The Commlttee adopted a text, based on the CONTRACTING PARTIES' Declslon
of 28 November 1979 (L/4905) prov1d1ng for the participation of observers
(see Annex I).

3. The Commlttee adopted the procedure (reproduced in Annex II) regarding
commitments under Article 14:5 of the Agreement. After numerous statements
regarding the substance and form of the procedure adopted, the Chairman

presented his understanding of the modalities ..f its epplication. He concluded
that the Committee would proceed on the basis of the procedure snd of his
understanding, in order to implement the Agreement. He assured the Committee

and observers participating in the work.thereof that he was available for
consultation with signatories: and non-signatories on any aspects of the procedure.
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ANNEX I

Participation of Observers

Taking into account the decision arrived at by the CONTRACTING PARTIES
at their thirty-fifth session on 28 November 1979, (document L/4905) the
Committee agreed on the following procedures for the part1c1pat10n of
observers:

1. Representatives of contracting parties which are not signatories may
follow the proceedings of the Committee in an observer capacity.

2. Representatives of non-signatory countries not contracting parties,
which participated in the multilateral trade negotiations and which ars
interested in following the proceedings of the Committee in an observer:
capacity, should communicate a request to the Director-General of the GATT
indicating their de31re to do so. The Committee shall decide on éach-
request. ' T ' )

3. Observers may part1c1pate in the dlscu531ons but declslonsshall be
teken only by Slgnatorles

Y, The Committee mey dellberate on confldentlal matters 1n speclal
restrlcted sessions. : :

5. The Committee may - 1nv1te ‘as appropr1ate 1nternatlonal organizations
to follow particular issues of the Committee in an observer capacity. In
addltlon, requests from international organizetions to follow particuler
issues within the Committee in an observer capacity shall be considered on
a case-by-case basis by the Committee.
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ANNEX IT

Procedure Regarding Article 14:5

In accordance with footnote 32 to Article 1k4:5, countries intending to
enter into a cormitment under Article 14:5 shall notify the Committee in
good time. For this purpose, they are invited to notify the Chairman of the
Committee of the proposed commitment at least forty-five days before the

matter is taken up by the Committee.



