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DECISION CONCERNING ARTICLE XXI
OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT

Decision of 30 November 1982

Considering that the exceptions envisaged in Article XXI of the
General Agreement constitute an important element for safeguarding the
rights of contracting parties when they consider that reasons of security
are involved;

Noting that recourse to Article XXI could constitute, in certain
circumstances, an element of disruption and uncertainty for international
trade and affect benefits accruing to contracting parties under the General
Agreement;

Recognizing that in taking action in terms of the exceptions provided
in Article XXI of the General Agreement, contracting parties should take
into consideration the interests of third parties which may be affected;

That until such time as the CONTRACTING PARTIES may decide to make a
formal interpretation of Article XXI it is appropriate to set procedural
guidelines for its application;

The CONTRACTING PARTIES decide that:

1. Subject to the exception in Article XXI:a, contracting parties should
be informed to the fullest extent possible of trade measures taken under
Article XXI.

2. When action is taken under Article XXI, all contracting parties
affected by such action retain their full rights under the General
Agreement.

3. The Council may be requested to give further consideration to this
matter in due course.


