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GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES

Notification by Switzerland

Addendum

The following communication, dated 2 May 1986 has been received from the
Swiss delegation and is circulated for the information of contracting parties.

In 1985, Switzerland imported goods of a value of Sw F 6,871 million
from developing countries covered by the Swiss scheme of preferences
(1984: Sw F 6,925 millionn. The share of developing countries in total
imports was 9.2 per cent (1984: 10 per cent). Imports admissible under
preferences reached a total value of Sw F 2,850 million (1984:
Sw F 3,000 million). In 1985, the utilization rate was 39 per cent (1984:
35 per cent). Nevertheless, if one excludes precious stones and precious
metals (Chapter 71) which are subject to very low duties and for which
preferences are very rarely requested, the rate is 55 per cent (1984:
59 per cent). In this context, we would recall that the Swiss scheme of
preferences does not provide for any quantitative limitation.

As regards the least-developed countries for which special advantages
have been granted since 1 July 1982, their exports to Switzerland reached a
total of Sw F 108 million in 1985, i.e. an increase by 14 per cent in
relation to 1984. Those eligible for preferences reached Sw F 48 million
and the utilization rate was 41 per cent (1984: 34 per cent).

As you know, the special and more favourable treatment granted to the
least-developed countries comprises duty-free admission for all industrial
products covered by the Swiss scheme of preferences, without any quantitative
limitation. In addition, zero duty has been granted to them for forty-eight
agricultural products.

In addition, the Swiss delegation has provided detailed statistical
data on imports in 1985 from individual GSP beneficiaries according to
different tariff treatments. These are available at the secretariat
(tel. 2185) for consultation by interested delegations.
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