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The following statement was made by the Chairman of the Committee on
Tariff Concessions, Mr. A. Satuli, at the meeting of the Council held on
15 July 1986.

Members of the Council will be aware that after the end of the Kennedy
Round, a number of contracting parties agreed to establish what is known as
the Tariff Study. It currently covers twelve import markets, namely
Australia, Austria, Canada, the European. Communities, Finland, Hungary,
Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. The
documentation of the Tariff Study contains detailed information, for the
twelve markets in question, on tariff rates and import statistics. It is
updated by the secretariat on a yearly basis using computer tapes provided by
national authorities; presently, full tariff information is available for
1984 and import figures for the same year are being included into the files.
The information is made available to participants on computer tapes on a
reciprocal basis.

The Tariff Study demonstrated its considerable usefulness during the
tariff negotiations of the Tokyo Round. It enabled countries which at that
time participated in the Study to conduct their tariff negotiations in a much
more efficient and expeditious manner than other contracting parties who had
to operate and take their decisions on the basis of a tremendous amount of
paper. It was mainly for this reason that at the end of the Tokyo Round it
was decided to continue the Tariff Study exercise; since that time,
considerable use has been made of the information contained in the Study.

In parallel with the Tariff Study, a new data base has been developed to
facilitate the Article XXVIII negotiations prior to the introduction of the
Harmonized System. Discussions are taking place at present in the Tariff
Committee on the future development of this data base which will replace the
Tariff Study when the Harmonized System is implemented.

In the context of consultations that I have recently held with members
of the Committee on Tariff Concessions, I have been requested by a number of
delegations to make a plea, through a statement before this Council, to
contracting parties - both developed and developing countries - to give
serious consideration to joining the ongoing work on the collection of tariff
and trade data in computerized form. It is felt that a wider participation
in this respect would greatly facilitate the negotiations expected to take
place in the context of the new round, especially the negotiations on
tariffs, and would therefore ultimately be in the own interest of those
countries which expect to actively take part in these negotiations.

I understand that the secretariat is prepared to provide any
clarification that may be requested by individual delegations.
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