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Director, Federal Ministry of the Economy

I should simply like to add one or two details to what has been said
by the representative of the European Communities (SR.42/ST/36). With
respect to technical assistance programmes and trade advice given by the
GATT secretariat to developing countries participating in the multilateral
trade negotiations, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has
always supported such programmes which today are even more important in the
light of the complex and comprehensive approach which characterizes the
Uruguay Round. The Technical Co-operation Division of the secretariat is
going to organize in the course of 1987 three regional seminars for
participants from developing countries. The first will be held in
Montevideo and will be organized with the help of the Latin American
Integration Association (ALADI). The second will be held in Guatemala
City, and will be organized together with the Secretariat for Economic
Integration of Central America (SIECA). The third seminar will be held in
Dakar, and participants from African countries will be invited. My
government, which has already co-operated in a similar seminar held ir.
Thailand, will give the requisite financial support, amounting to
US$100,000, to these three seminars. We hope that with this contribution
it will be seen that we are making continuous efforts in line with the
European Communities and with respect to making progress towards active,
broad and fruitful participation by developing countries in the new round.
Economic development and the liberalization of world trade go hand-in-hand;
in other words, they move forward together, or fail together. The success
of a GATT round to liberalize world trade depends on the political
determination. But from the point of view of the developing countries, the
technical expertise allowing full participation is equally important.
Therefore, the usefulness of these seminars offered by the GATT secretariat
needs no further explanation.
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