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TNC CHAIRMAN REVIEWS FIRST YEAR OF THE URUGUAY ROUND

Speaking in New York, this week, Mr. Enrique Iglesias, Foreign

Minister of Uruguay and Chairman of the Trade Negotiations Committee, made

the following statement on the first year of the Uruguay Round.

"Just one year ago, Ministers and senior officials from some

78 countries met in Uruguay and made the courageous and far-sighted

decision to launch a new Round of multilateral trade negotiations - the

Uruguay Round - under the auspices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and

Trade.

"I will not easily forget the hard work and tension which surrounded

that decision, nor the tokens of the enormous goodwill and capacity to

compromise which marked the negotiations, as well as the relief and

satisfaction as success crowned our four days and four nights in

Punta del Este.

"Naturally, the Punta del Este Declaration is only the beginning of a

process set to last four years. It seems to me appropriate, therefore,

that at this time - which is, in fact, just a month away from the fortieth

anniversary of the signing of the GATT - I should take stock of the process

that has been under way since 20 October 1986.
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given the importance the Ministers attached to the Round as a single
political undertaking. At the same time, I continue to believe that some
early results from the Round are both necessary and possible. For the
moment, however, it is important that the process of analysis, review and
above all the submission of ideas to the negotiations should continue at a
brisk pace.

"In the past few months, there has already been a wealth of ideas and
proposals submitted by participants in the negotiating groups. As a
representative of an agricultural exporting country, I cannot but express
my satisfaction at the pace of work in the group covering the agriculture
sector and at the fundamental ideas for reform which are being put forward
and discussed there.

"Of course, as proposals are submitted so the differences between
participants become more obvious - and in some cases they are very profound
indeed. But if differences did not exist we would not need the
negotiations. As national positions are determined and placed on the
negotiating table, so the Round can move forward with the search for
credible and acceptable solutions to the many problems which face us.

"The negotiators in Geneva have not been given a comfortable timetable
in which to progress their work. I consider that a very major effort will
have to be made in the next three months in order that the first phases of
the negotiations will reach their conclusion by the end of the year.

"I believe that we should be encouraged by what has been achieved in
Geneva in the past year. I say that with no sense of complacency nor under
any illusion that the negotiations will not become very much more difficult
before we have any results to show. But the Uruguay Round continues to
deserve the full and unconditional support of every government involved."
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