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AUSTRALIA

REPLIES TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON

IMPORT LICENSING PREOCEDURES

The following notification for 1986/87 on import licensing
procedures is submitted by Australia in response to the

quest onnaire annexed to L/5640. It comprises three sections
wit h the relevant infc-nnation on:

1. Custams (Import Licensing) Regulations covering

industrial products (pages 3-7 ); and

2. Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations Regulation 5

and accompanying Fourth Schedule to the Regulations,
covering narcotic drugs and certain psychotropic
substances (pages 8-15).

3. Customs (Frohtbited Imports) Regulations Regulations
5A tG i and accompanying eighth Schedule to the
Regulations covering therapeutic substances and goods

(pages13-18)

Thepresent documentreplaces the data previ ous made available
tocontracting pratice in document L/5640/add.13/Rev1 .
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1. CUSTOMS (IMPORTLICENSING) RECUTATIONS COVERING INDUSTIAL
PRODUCTS

Outlin and Purpose of Controls

1. The Customs (Itnport Licensing) Regulations provide that the

importation of all goods into Australia is prohibited unless:

the goods are exempted from the application of the

Regul actions, or

- a licence is Issued under the Regulations.

Inr practice all goods other than a limited range of secondhand,
used or disposals machinery, equipment and certain types of foLrv
wheel drive vehicles (see Answer 2) are exempted from the
Rgulations.

The Minister for Industry, Technology and Commerce is responsible
ror the administration of the Regulations. Certain powers can be

and have been delegated under the Regulations including the power,
to issue licences.

Coverage of Controls

2. A brief descriptionon of goods covered by import licensing it
set out in the 'able below:

Used, secondhand or disposals earthmoving or excavating
vehicles, machinery or equipment (eg rock buggies, dumpers,

dump trucks, graders, draglines, mechanical shovels, loaders,
ditchers, excavators, scrapers, bulldozers) and parts

t hereof;

Used, secondhand or disposals tractors (not being
agricultural tractors), road rollers and parts thereof;

rprfrhOn u.rpd, nenrndhand cr :,pQpals material handling

equipment (eg cranes, forklift trucks) and parts thereof; and
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'Used, secondhand or disposals four wheel-drive vehicles
incorporating an independent chassis, having a gross vehicle

weight of less than 10. 16 tonnes, excluding public service

type passenger vehicles.

These import licensing controls on the specified second hand

goods are under reference to the Industries Assistance
Commission. The IAC is due to report by mid 1988 and has
been asked to review

their compatibility with the Government s general
industry objectives

- whether they should be maintained and if so in what form

the likely impact of their removal on the

competitiveness of Australian industry.

3.. Import li censing controls are global.

14. The i±m-ort licensing regulations only apply to the secondhand

goods referred to in answer 2 above as other measures were

considered to be ineffective in protecting local industry due
to the low prices at which large quantities of secondhand
equipment are avaiabie ove rseas.

5. Import-icencing ia a statutory requirement under the Customs
(Import Licensing) Regulations

- Decision to apply licensing is at Ministerial level but

generally follows Government decision on partcuIlar

prod u c t s,

- The controls may be abolished withoLlt legislative
approval but would only be so abolished by Government
decisi on.



L/5640/Add.13/Rev.2
Page 5

Procedures

6.(a) The usual procedures for advising of a change in assistance
arrangements, including the imposition of licensing,

involves a Ministerial press statement, and where
appropriate a Notice published in a Government Gazette

available to the public. A detailed explanation of
administrative details is then published in an

Australian Customs Notice (ACN).

The only goods currently subject to Australia's import licensing
arrangements are certain used, secondhand or disposals machinery
equipment and certain types of four-wheel drive vehicles. There
is no limit to the quantity that can be imported and issue of

licence is based on whether goods serving similar functions are

produced or are capable of being produced in Australia in the

normal course of business (See Answer 7)

6(b) 6(k) not applicable4

7. Import licensing is not subject to quantitative limits or

limitations as to the country of origin.

(a) An application for a licence may be made before the

goods are ordered, however, licences must be issued

before the goods are imported.

(b) A licence can be issued immediately on request provided

the appPlIcatIon meets the established criteria.

(c) There are no limItations as to the period of the year

when applications for licences will be accepted and/or

importation may be made. However, licenses are

generally valid for 12 months from the date of issue.

(d) Issue of licenses is made by the Australiai Customs

Service.
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8. Applications for licenses are only refused on grounds of

failure to meet specified criteria.

Applicants are advised of reasons for refusal of the

granting of a licence.

A number of avenues are available for applicants to appeal
against a decisicrn to refuse the issue of a licence. Internal
reviews may be held by the Australian Customs Service or

alternatively, some issues may be brought before the

Administrative Appeals 'rtbunal or the Federal Court under the

Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act.

Ii~ihof Tm~o rters to A for Licence

9. - There is no restriction on who may apply for a licence'

No registration fee is payable.

Names, addresses and entitlements of importers are

published siX monthly in a Government Gazette which is
available to the public.

Documentaticnal and Other Requirements For Applications for
Lincences

10.Application forms.s are not required for issue of a licence.

However applications should be in writing and provide the

following details

name and address of appli cant;

* intended port of importation;

*Etariff item;

quantity and full description of goods including origin;
and
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Customs Value of the goods (ie value for duty) where
required.

11. To enabl e clearance of the goods a Customs Entry (Goods
Declaration), invoices and the licence are required to be
produced

1'. There is no licensing fee or administrative charge payable.

13. Not applicable.

Conditions of licensing

14.The period of validity of a licence is generally twelve
.or:t.hS, but may be extended by a request in writing.

r , er.~JIties apply where underuse of licences occurs.

16. Individual licenses are not transferable but licence
ent' tI ement may be tIansferred .

17. Ct;-er than as specified above, no other conditions apply to
the issue of an import licence.

.<'ccet.ural Requi retments

1 N. tC,.

>^(Ccccs su-j ect to i,.pcrt llcensi ng are not subectt to any
different or separate treatment in relatio.r to the prcvJ.sion
of foreign exchange.
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2, CUSTOMS (PROHIBITED IMPORTS) 1REGULATIONS - REGULATION 5 AND)

ACCOMPANYING FOUPTH SCHE DULE 7T0 THE REGUL.ATONSS CVERING

NARCOTIC DRUGJS AND CERTAIN PSYCHQ'MOPIC SUBSTANCES.

I. _ Inmport licensinB is used to control the importation of

narcotics and certain psychotropic substances into
Australia. The system is a two-tiered structure in

which an importer mTust first be licensed and then an

import permit must be obtained for every importation of

the controlled drugs,

- In special circumstances, an importer may be licensed

for a single importation if certain conditions are
sat"lsied. This enables a university or other

institution to import drugs for a specified purpose,

alt.hough they do not normally hold an import. licence,
In such cases an import permit is insued and endorsed to

constitute e a licence for that consignment.

- These controls ensure t hat importation. is restricted to

quaenstJtOS necessary to meet medical and. scientific
r-e ,:uiements and that Au3tral4a's international
cIl a icns anc doesti c regulnations are observed.

- 2 i zr>ezir system covers a!l narcotic drugs and

cer-zain psyctropic substances. These are listed in

the Fourth Sc lcc e of the Custcms (Prohibited Imports)
R eEulatic5. 1 i r ciudes a!1 cf the drug requ;hired to

be cor.rolled under the Single Convention on Narcot-c

:rugz, 1i611, and the Convention on Psychot, opic

Substances, 1 971. In addition, a number cf other drugs
not covered by the Conventions are similarly controlled
in Australia.

A ccpy of hhis doc ument is avaailable for consultation i n the
GAT1 Secretariat (Centre Willq am Rappard, Office No. 3063).
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3. The system applies to imports of controlled drugs from
all countries,, Narcoties are imported only from

countries which are Parties to the Single Convqntion on

Narcotic drugs, 1961.

14* - The use of import licences and permits enables the

Government to restrict and monitor the quant tIes of the
.nr. .rol led drugs imported By monitoring imports, the

origin, quality, quantity and end-use of' drugs can be

checked. Restricting imports to the level required for
legilImate medical and scientific use is one means of

pr ecti ng the public health and welfare of the

population rom over-supply, diversion and abuse of

controlled drugs. The system is based on the

rc-cuirements of the international t-eaties.

`%rItormn Act 1901: he Customs (Prohibited Imports)
oC pl a tions.

- oen¢sn g Cof importers is a state utory required. ent under
hthe a bo ve regui atI onS I

- The drugs subject to liccns ng control are determined by
Jtz- es

t-,e ^> em c.<annot be abolish' hed withut legs It ive

,-* *:loc tc n of quotas fo nacotIc are no publ shed.

t.:ev ear l4cense . im;porLers are invt ed to nomX nate
their T.nnual' requirements. The qucta al.Gocated is based
cn the quantities imported by each holder of a quota in

previous year. and the expected medical demand.
Importers are advised of the quotas, allocated to them.
A. new licensed -importer may be granted a quo-ta if it is

appropriate to the existing circumstances. Details of
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quotas are not made available to esporting country es.
Estimates of narcotic consumption and stocks are
forwarded to the International Narcotics Control Board
(INCB) Similar estimates are forwarded for all drugs

listed in Schedule 2, Convention on Psychoteopic
Substances. Estimate es from' all Parties to the

international conventions are published in United
Nations documrents.

'b ) _ Quotas are determined annually, Ouant.ttes imported are

reviewed with every application for an -import permit.
Additional quotas may be issued if the quota holder can

demonstrate that the original quota is insufficient.

'c ) - Impcrt permits are only issued to licensed importers.
To be a domestic producer is not a requirement for a

licence. f an import permit is not used within the

specif ed tim e, It lapses. Unused allocations are not

a:died to quo10as for succeeding periods. The names of
lcsensed importers would be disclosed on request, but

quota ailocaticns being information of a commercial or

ecrfcdentIial nature would not.

(Cd ) - No;tN appl cable e; individual determinations are made for
li er,.es an per,.It,

sr'F-j 'ent .uat. a-riapert perm.nL can be issuedd

'.-.at'2ei:.. (T n can a' ac constitute a cence in

Lci, c ircumstiance-, see quest on I atcve.
Applictaonstcnf'o r r cicer e and i por- perm °ts are
.e'-: e;;ed as '.he, are rocepived. An portt pertf, s

us liy iS u c:d w.Lth,t.Ir _ ve c ten das.

(f ) - If an import iicence is granted, he tdate cf opening of

Ithe first import., permit izsued under that licence could

be the same.
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(g) _ (i) When an application for an import permit involves

theimportation of a new drug or new fromulation
etc, approval must first be obtained from the

Australian Drug Evaluation Committee. The

applicant must apply initially to the Drug
Evaluation Branch of the Australian Department of'
Community Services and Viealth and have the
product approved for distribution in Australia.

(ii ) All applications for import licences and import

permits for controlled drugs or substances which

have, or are exempt from the need for, general
marketing approval, are forwarded 'o the Drug
Dependence Branch, Australian Department of
Community Services and Health.

(iii) categories of controlled drugs or

substances may be subject tto additional control
eg. Quarantine, Australian Radiation
Laboratories, Therapeutic Goods Act etc.
intending importers
affected by these controls.: v;c< to request
additional information Austrialian

of community Servicesand Health.

; _ ir i,.n ,! Issued onthebasis ofnormaltrade
requirements. Applicants are approved if they meet
specified conditionsincluding previoushistory inthe
market,securityprovisions,recordkeepingstates keeping, state

aproval etc import permiseare issued to licensed
importersas required within quotalimitsbased on
medical and scientificnees, quotas for marcoticsand
certian psychotropic substances are setwithin national
estimates submittedto the INCB. thesyustem is flexible
enough to allow part of indLvidua. quotas tc be

transferred from one licensee to another and for new

licence holders to enter the market.
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(i ) Narcotics covered by an import permit must also be

covered by an export permit issued by the appropriate
authority in the exporting country. It is a provision

of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, that

an export permit is only issued after an import permit
is issued. In addition, export permits are also

required from exporting countries for drugs covered br

the Convention on Psychotropic Substances and certain
other' specified drugs. (These arcM listed in the fourth

Schedule of the Customs (Prch bil.ed Imports)
regulations

(1) Not applicable

;. ;.-.r; e. are Imported for the purpoSes of

*.p;;2 cand where such quantIties exceed the domestic

requiremets.

7. (a) there is no specified time for an mreporter to

apply for a licence in advance of an importation,
but ar, import permit would nct be Issued unless

importerislicensed Similarly, there is not

specified time for a licensed improterto apply

for an import permitinadvance of an

importatin,c uta acensigmentcanot be imported

wouldnotbetheusual practice in improt
permit can be issuedimmediatelyto aa licensed
importer on request

(c ) - No.

(d) - Yes botyhimport licensce and imprott s are

issued by the secretaryaustralian departmentof
CommunitySErvices and health
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An import licence is issued subject to

condition - see question 10 below. P

certaIin
prir to being

issued with a . licence applica ,ts tnust demonstrate that

they cancomply th thesee condit- ons. Reasons for,

refusal. would be given to an applicant. Applicants nay

appeal. against, a refusal. to issue R licence or against a

decision to revike a licence. Import permlits far

narestions may be refused if there is ' nsufficient. quota
bal arcn, :necu-rit' measures are inadequate or If any of

the required condttions are not satisfied. Import

permits for other cont roiled drugs may be refused if the

importation isexcessiveto normal requirements or if

any oftherequiredconditionsarenot statisfied

> ' ¢ .; , or ;1
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Name of importer; address for consignment;

number and size of packs; name, pharmaceutical.
form and strength of drug, riame (INN if any);
Controlled drug content (grams); name of

exporter; address of exporter.

The import permit is the required do

instance tlhe complementary overseas

camernt and in some

export permit.

l2. - There is no charge for a licence or a permit.

13. - Not applicable for a licence.

Not required for a permit.

conditions oflicensing

- import licenses are valid for a fini te
five years .

Import permits are usually validfor six months

perod can be varied to suit, particula

There is no penalty' for non-use of a: i

permit . However, if a licence i s not o

periodofapproximately three years the
revoked:.

period usually

six months,but
circumstances,

licence
operatedon fora

licence may be

Licences a permits arenot transferable

- Licences are issued subject tothe the holder'smeeting

certaiin conditions .

Import permitsmaybe endorsed for specified purposes,

eg. for veterinary use only, for re-export, only, etc.

1 1. -

1 14.

15. -

;he

a

17 .
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Other procedural reauirements

18- No.

19. - Goods subject to import licensing are not subject to any
different or separate treatment in relation to the
provision of foreign exchange.

3. CUSTOMS (PROHIBITED IMPORTS) REGULATIONS - REGULATIONS 5A Tt)
5TH AND ACCOMPANYING EIGHTH SCHEDULE TO THE REGUI ATIONS,

COVERING THERlAEUTIC SUBSTANCES AND GCODS.

Outline of Svstenm

1. he control of the importation oft therapeutic substances into
Australia is exercised through:

(i) the. isSue of a 2 year licence which enables the licencee
o import specified non-biological therapeutic
substarnces without further reference to the Department
of Cotamuni wy Services and Healt h. Where a therapeutic
substance has become a designated therapeutic substance
by virtue of "he fact 'that d t has either not been

imported previously, or it was not imported during the
previous 2 year li-cence period, then the importer must

give 28 davs written notice of intention to import such

a substance to the Austl.ralian Department of CommunIt y

Services and Health.

(ii)the issue of permitswhichmay be validfor up to two

years or may be issued fcr one specified consignment

only. permits are issued in res pec' of a ntherapeutic
substances whi.ich are of a biology'cal origin.

hs a gene-ral rule licences are Issued to those importers
which import a wide range cf t herapeutIc subs2ances while
permits are issued to the smaller commercial importer, and
for all substance-s of biological origin.
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_Purposes and Coverage of the Licensing

2. The licensing system covers therapeut c s ubst dances which are

defined as substances, including a mixture or compound of

substances, that has a therapeutic use and includes a
surgical ligature, suture or dressing, but does not. include a
vaccine prepared from microscopic organisms from the body of
a person or animal for use in the treatment of that person or
animal only.

3. The system applies to the importation of therapeutic
substances from all countries.

4, The use of import licences and permits ensu.res that those
therapeutic substances being imported are of an acceptable
standard in regard to quality and are safe and efficacious
for the purpose for which they are to be used.

5. The Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations made under the
Custorns Act.

The issue of licenses and permits is a statutory
requirement under the above Regulations.

All therapeuti c substances as defined in the regulations
are subject to import control.

- The system cannot be abolished without legislative
a approval.

P ro ed ures

6. N'o applac bIe.

7. (a) Where a substance ls a designateed therapeutic substance
(see 1 ) then 28 days notice of intention to import must
be gi ven .



L/5640/Add. 13/Rev.2
Page 17

In certain circumstances permission can be given for the
importation of therapetic substances which have
inadvertently arrived at a port of entry.

Cb) It is not usual to issue a licence immediately.
However, permits can be issued immediately.

(c) No .

(d) Yes, licenses and permits are issued by the Secretary,
Department of Community Services and Health.

8. In circumstances where permission to import a therapeutic
substance has been refused, or where an application for a
licence has been refused or where such a licence has been
revoked the reasons for the refusal or revocation are
notified to the importer in writing.

An importer has the right of appeal to the Minister for

Community Services and Health within three months from the
time of the initial derision for refusal or revocation.

'Ligibilitv If importers to Apply for Licence

9. (ea Not applicable.

(b) Yes, provided Alhey are domiciled in Australia,

Docurr.entatcna1 and Other Feauir ements or AFIE caton of LIi cence

10. An application to import a therapeutic substance should be

made in wri ting, There is no particular application form.
Depend ng Upon the nature and proposed nr;dicatl or of the

therapeut c substance, information in accordance with the

NDF4 Guidel'nes, which are readily available from, the
Australian Department or Community Services and Health, may

be required. In all instances tihe name and address of the

importer and exporter must be given in addition to full

details concerning the therapeutic substances to be imported.
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In the case of the importation of raw materials for use in

manufacture of therapeutic substances, certificates of

analysis may be required to show compliance with official
standards or approved specifications.

11. A licence or an import permit.

12. There is no charge.

13, No.

Conditions or Licensing

14. A licence and some permits are valid for a finite period of

two years. The validity of the licence or permits may be

extended on the basis of an application from the importer.

15. No.

16. No.

17. The Secretary may impose such condit ons as are considered

necessary regarding the custody, use, disposal or

distribution of therapeutic substances imported into

Aust ral1 a.

Other Procedural Requirements

18. No.

19. Goods subject to import licensing are not subject to any

different or separate treatment in relation to the provision
of foreign exchange.


