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The following revised notification1 has been received from Hong Kong
in response to the questionnaire on import licensing procedures annexed to
L/5640/Rev.5. It updates and replaces document L/5640/Add.36/Rev.2.

REPONSES AU QUESTIONNAIRE RELATIF AUX PROCEDURES EN MATIERE

REPONSES AU QUESTIONNAIRE RELATIF AUX PROCEDURES EN MATIERE.
DE LICENCES D'IMLDORTATION

HONG KONG

Rdvision

La delegation de Hing Kong a fait parvenir au secretariat la notifi-
cation rdvis~e ci-aprbs en reponse au questionnaire relatif aux procedures
en matiere de licences d'importation annexed au document L/5640/Rev.5. Le
present document est une mise A jour des renseignements precedemment
contenus dans le document LI5640/Add.36/Rev.2.

RESPUESTAS AL CUESTIONARIO SOBRE PROCEDIMIENTOS PARA

RESPUESTAS AL CUESTIONARIC SOBRE PROCEDIMIENTOS PARA
EL TRAMITE DE LICENCIAS DE IMPORTACION

HONG KONG

Revisi6n

Se ha ricibido de la delegaci6n de Hong Kong la siguiente
notificaci6n , en respuesta al cuestionario sobre procedimientos para el
trAmite de licencias de importaci6n anexo al documents L/5640/Rev.5. Con
el presente documents queda actualizado y sustituido el documents
L/5640/Add.36/Rev.2.

1English only/Anglais seulement/En ingles solamente.
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Outline of system

1. Hong Kong's import controls are kept to a minimum and either stem from
her obligations under various international undertakings, or are applied
for health or security reasons. Import licensing is primarily exercised by
the Trade Department of the Hong Kong Government. However, several other
Government Departments are also involved in maintaining import controls for
certain products.

Purpose and coverage of the licensing system

2. Import licensing/control is intended for the following purposes:

(a) For strategic control purposes

Strategic commodities (including high-speed digital computers;
high-speed laser printers; arms and ammunition; explosives,
fireworks, smoke signals; safety cartridges of industrial fostering
tools).

(b) For purposes of public health

(i) agricultural pesticides;

(ii) radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus;

(iii) pharmaceutical products and medicines; dangerous drugs;
acetylating substances;

(iv) dogs; cats; mammals, birds, reptiles and carcasses;

(v) plant, plant pests and soil;

(vi) meat and poultry; and

(vii) food containing added colouring matter; metals; artificial
sweeteners; frozen confections; milk and milk beverages;
smokeless tobacco.

(c) For reserve stock purposes

(i) rice; and

(ii) frozen meat and poultry.

Consignments imported in the personal luggage of a person for his own
consumption or as a gift in an amount not exceeding 15 kg. are exempt
from import licensing.

(d) For surveillance purposes

(i) textiles;
(ii) radio transmitting equipment; and

(iii) sand.
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(e) For sanction purposes

Gcld coins, iron and steel imported from South Africa. Import licence
applications covering these articles will be approved only in certain
circumstances.

(f) For environmental protection

Ozone depleting substances.

(g) For the protection of animals and plants of endangered species
including worked ivory and manufactured product of certain species.

3. The licensing system applies to goods originating in and coming from
any territory except item (e) of paragraph 2 above. There are no
limitations as to the time of the year during which applications for import
licences and/or importation may be made.

4. Products, except rice (see paragraphs 22-25) and ozone depleting
substances (see paragraphs 26-28), are not under restriction as to the
quantity and value of products being imported.

5. Import licensing in Hong Kong is a statutory requirement maintained
under respective Ordinances under the Laws of Hong Kong, details of which
are at Appendix I. Legislations do not leave designation of products to be
subjected to licensing to administrative discretion. Any changes such as
subjecting a new product to import licensing or removal of an existing
product therefrom require legislative approval.

Procedures

6. Consideration of import licenses applications for the following items
is effected by the Trade Department singly:

(i) rice (see also paragraphs 22-25);

(ii) textiles;

(iii) strategic commodities (other than explosives; arms and
ammunition);

(iv) gold coins, iron and steel imported from South Africa.

7. Importers who wish to import the following items must submit their
licence applications to another government department for prior endorsement
indicating that there is no objection to the items being imported before
submitting to the Trade Department for processing and issue:

Item Prior endorsement required from

(i) frozen meat and poultry Import licences must be supported by
(reserved commodities) health certificates issued by the

recognized authority of the exporting
country concerned or by specific
prior approval from the Hong Kong
Municipal Services Branch
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(ii) agricultural pesticides

(iii) pharmaceutical products and
medicines

(iv) explosives (strategic
commodities)

(v) ozone depleting substances

Agriculture and Fisheries Department

Pharmacy and Poisons Board chaired by
the Director of Health

Mines Division, Labour Department or
Director of Marine in the case of
direct transhipment in vessel

Importers are required to register
with the Environmental Protection
Department before they can apply for
import licenses from the Trade
Department (see also
paragraphs 26-28).

8. Items subjected to import control by Government Departments other than
the Trade Department include:

(i) arms and ammunition; radio tr6.asmitting equipment;

(ii) radioactive and irradiating apparatus; dangerous drugs;
acetylating substances;

(iii) dogs; cats; mammals, birds reptiles and carcasses; plant,
plant pests and soil; plants and animals of endangered species;

(iv) dutiable commodities;

(v) sand;

(vi) meat and poultry; certain food products; frozen confections;
milk and milk beverages; and smokeless tobacco.

Import licensing arrangements administered by the Trade Department

Procedures

9. Import licensing of the Trade Department is maintained under the
Import and Export Ordinance Cap. 60, the Reserved Commodities Ordinance
Cap. 296 and the Ozone Layer Protection Ordinanc. Products subject to
import licensing cannot be imported into Hong Koxig without a licence.
Prior to the arrival of the goods in Hong Kong, an applicant must lodge
with the Trade Department an import licence application stating clearly:

(a) the exporting country;

(b) the country of origin of the commodity;

(c) the name of the commodity (full technical description)

(d) the quantity in kilogrammes, litres, square metres, cases,
pieces, sets, etc.;

(e) the value (declared c.i.f. Hong Kong) of the commodity;

(f) the name and address of the foreign exporter;

(g) whether the consignment is for local consumption or re-export;
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(h) the importer's name, signature, stamp, address, business
registration number and telephone number;

(i) the date of arrival of the goods;
(j) the mode of transport.

If the application is approved, the import licence will be issued to the
applicant duly signed by an authorized officer of the Trade Department.
The carrier copy of the import licence must be surrendered to the shipping,
airline or transportation company carrying the commodity into Hong Kong.
Unless the licence is so surrendered, the shipping, airline or
transportation company will not release the commodity to the importer. The
carrier copy of the import licence together with a copy of a manifest will
then be returned to the Trade Department by the shipping, airline or
transportation company concerned. The Department will match the carrier
copy of the import licence with the manifest and the Department's copy of
the licence to ascertain that the commodity had actually been imported in
accordance with the details as declared on the licence.

10. Import licences are normally issued within one to three clear working
days for non-textile products and within two clear working days for textile
products after receipt of the licence applications. Under certain
circumstances, it is possible for import licenses to be obtained within a
shorter time limit.

11. For products other than textiles, an import licence is granted
immediately on request only under very exceptional circumstances. In
respect of textiles, including textile articles which are bona fide
commercial samples not for re-sale in Hong Kong, "instant service" is
provided for applications which require to be processed and issued
urgently.

12. Under normal circumstances, an application for an import licence is
usually granted if it meets the ordinary criteria. In the event of
refusal, the reasons will be given. Applicants may appeal to the Governor
of Hong Kong in the event of refusal to issue an import licence. The
Governor of Hong Kong may confirm, vary or reverse the decision of the
Director-General of Trade. The right to appeal to the Governor is
statutorily provided.

Eligibility of importers to apply for licence

13. In general all persons, firms and institutions are eligible to apply
for import licences in respect of the products listed in paragraphs 6-7
above. However, in the case of rice, frozen meat and frozen poultry,
licences covering imports for local consumption are issued only to
importers registered with the Trade Department. For ozone depleting
substances, import licences are only issued to importers registered with
the Environmental Protection Department.

Documentation and other requirements for apDlication for licence

14. Apart from an import licence no other document is required upon actual
importation.
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15. Apart from items (ii) in paragraph 6 and item (v) in paragraph 7
above, no licensing fee is required for other types of import licence
applications. For textile import licence, a fee of HK$25.00 (US$3.20) is
charged for each application. For ozone depleting substances import
licence, a fee of HK$500 (US$64.10) is charged on the issue of a licence.
Import licence forms can be purchased from the Government at the cost of
HK$15-HK$17 (US$1.92-US$2.18) (for textiles and other licensable goods) per
pad of twenty to twenty-five sets.

16. There is not deposit or advance payment requirement associated with
the issue of import licenses.

Conditions of licensing

17. An import licence is valid for twenty-eight days for textiles and
ozone depleting substances, six weeks for reserved commodities and six
months for the other products listed in paragraphs 6-7 above. The period
of validity can be extended by the Director-General of Trade, depending on
the merits of individual requests.

18. No penalty is imposed for the non-utilization of an import licence or
a portion of an import licence.

19. Import licences are not transferable between importers.

20. Other conditions may be attached to the issue of an import licence.
They vary in respect of different commodities. The following conditions
are more commonly imposed:

(a) In respect of some commodities imported for use in Hong Kong,
the following conditions may be attached to the issue of the
import licence: "For use in Hong Kong. Diversion en route
prohibited. Re-export not permitted except under special
licence.'

(b) In respect of some commodities imported for re-export purposes
only, the following conditions may be attached to the issue of
the import licence: "For re-export to (name and destination).
Diversion en route prohibited. To be delivered by importer to
designated/private godown. Overside delivery not permitted.
Release from godown subject to approval of export licence."

(c) The importer may be required to store the goods in a
government-approved godown immediately upon importation, and no
deliveries may be made except with the permission in writing of
the Director-General of Trade.

Other procedural requirements

21. Other than the procedures described above, there are no other
administrative procedures administered by Trade Department prior to
importation.
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Import control scheme for rice

22. The import of rice into Hong Kong for local consumption is subject to
a control scheme to ensure regular and adequate supply at stable prices and
to provide a reserve stock for emergency purposes. Under the scheme only
registered importers may import rice. To be eligible for registration, an
importer has to meet certain requirements to ensure that he has capability
and resources to deal with rice trading and stock-keeping.

23. Each importer is allocated with a basic import quota to be adjusted
quarterly to meet quarterly demand. Before commencement of each quarterly
period, circular letters are sent to each individual importer informing him
of the quantity of rice (i.e. basic quota + a certain percentage) he has to
import during the period. Since the formalities of filing import licence
applications are well known to the trade, they are not given publicity
through the press. The quarterly quota for rice may be used for importing
rice from all sources, and is not allocated on a country basis. Import
licences are issued automatically to registered rice importers, none of
whom is a domestic producer of rice. After the announcement of the
quarterly rice quota, applications for import licences may be submitted
immediately until the applicant's quarterly quota is fully utilized.
Technically, quarterly quota allocations should be fully utilized within
the quarter, but a slight extension may be permitted if there are
unforeseen difficulties.

24. The names of importers to whom import licences have been granted may
be made known to the governments and export promotion bodies of exporting
countries upon request.

25. All persons, firms and institutions may apply for import licences to
re-export rice. In the case of registered rice importers, the rice
imported for re-export is not deducted from the quota but the import
licence is issued with the condition that the rice will be re-exported from
Hong Kong and not sold in the domestic market. Checks will be made to
ensure that the quantity and type of rice re-exported are the same as that
imported.

Import control scheme for ozone depleting substances

26. The import of ozone depleting substances into Hong Kong is subject to
licensing control to ensure that the amount of controlled substances
retained for local consumption does not exceed certain levels agreed under
the 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

27. Under the control scheme, all imports of the controlled substances for
local consumption will be debited against valid import quota held by the
importer. Imports for re-exports are not subject to quota control and
licences are issued provided that certain conditions are met. The Ozone
Layer Protection Ordinance provides a statutory framework for the control
of these substances and the Environmental Protection Department is the
principal enforcement agency in Hong Kong.



L/5640/Add.36/Rev.3
Page 8

28. The Trade Department only deals with licensing control. Other control
measures imposed by the Environmental Protection Department include a ban
on the manufacture of controlled substances and a registration system for
all importers. Companies that wish to import controlled substances must
first apply for registration with the Environmental Protection Department.

Import controls administered by Government Departments other than Trade
Department

29. Details of import controls maintained by other Government Departments
are at items (xi) to (xxviii) at Appendix I.

Foreign Exchange

30. There is no official exchange control in Hong Kong. Payment for
imports can be made freely in any kind of international currency obtained
on the local market.

Import declaration

31. Apart from certain exempted articles, an importer must lodge with the
Customs and Excise Department an import declaration in respect of any
article within fourteen days after importation of the article. This is
required for the purpose of compiling statistics on Hong Kong's commodity
trade. A charge is payable on each declaration. The rate is HK$5
(US$0.64) for food and live animals irrespective of the value of the
articles specified in the declaration. In the case of any other
declaration, a charge of HK$5 is made where the value of the articles does
not exceed HK$10,000; where the value exceeds HK10,000, the charge is
calculated at the rate of HK$5 in respect of the first HK10,000 value and
HK$0.50 in respect of each additional HK$1,000 value or part thereof. A
list of articles exempted from the import declaration requirement is shown
in Appendix II.
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Appendix I

Import licensing/controls in Hong Kong

(i) Rice, by the Trade Department. Import licences are issued to
registered rice importers. Purpose: to ensure regular and
adequate supply at stable prices. Maintained under Reserved
Commodities Ordinance, Cap. 296.

(ii) Textiles, by the Trade Department. Purpose: for surveillance.
Maintained under Import and Export Ordinance, Cap. 60.

(iii) Strategic commodities (other than explosives; arms and
ammunition) by the Trade Department. Purpose: for strategic
control. Maintained under Import and Export (Strategic
Commodities) Regulations.

(iv) Gold coins, iron and steel imported from South Africa by Trade
Department. Purpose: for sanction purposes. Maintained under
Import Prohibition (South Africa) (No. 2) Regulations.

(v) Frozen meat and poultry by the Trade Department. Import licenses
must be supported by health certificates issued by the recognized
authority of the exporting country concerned or by specific prior
approval from the Municipal Services Branch. Purpose: for
reserve stock purposes. Maintained under Reserved Commodities
Ordinance, Cap. 296.

(vi) Agricultural pesticides by the Trade Department. Import licence
applications are required to have prior endorsement by the
Agriculture and Fisheries Department before processing by the
Trade Department. Purpr for protection of human life.
Maintained under Agricultural Pesticides Ordinance, Cap. 133.

(vii) Pharmaceutical products and medicines by Trade Department with
prior endorsement of the Pharmacy and Poisons Board chaired by the
Director of Health. Purpose: for protection of human life.
Maintained under Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, Cap. 138.

(viii) Blasting explosives, fireworks, smoke signals etc., by Mines
Division, Labour Department. For any quantity of the
aforementioned explosives, a removal permit is required. Purpose:
to ensure security and safety of the explosives in conveyance
within Hong Kong. Maintained under Reg. 4, Dangerous Goods
(General) Regulations, Cap. 295.

(ix) Safety cartridges of industrial fastening tools, by Mines
Division, Labour Department. For a quantity exceeding 5 000
rounds in the aggregate of 5 kg. of explosive content, whichever
is the less, a removal permit is required. Purpose: to ensure



L/5640/Add. 36/Rev. 3
Page 10

security and safety of the cartridges in conveyance within
Hong Kong. Maintained under Reg. 4, Dangerous Goods (General)
Regulations, Cap. 295

(x3 Ozone depleting substance (chloroflurocarbons CFC 11, 12, 113,
114, 115) by Environmental Protection Department. Importers are
required to register with the Environmental Protection Department
and obtain an Importer Registration Certificate before they can
apply for import licences with the Trade Department. Purpose: to
fulfil Hong Kong's obligation under the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

(xi) Arms and ammunition, by the Royal Hong Kong Police Force. Only
holders of dealer's licence or limited licence for possession
issued by the Royal Hong Kong Police Force will be issued with
import licences. Every importer of arms or ammunition must obtain
a licence annually from the Commissicner of Police. Purpose:
enforcement of law and order. Maintained under Section 27,
Firearms and Ammunition Ordinance, Cap. 238.

(xii) Radioactive and irradiating apparatus by the Department of Heulth.
Import licenses are issued only to holders of Radioactive
Substances Licences or Irradiating Apparatus Licences issued by
the Radiation Board chaired by the Director of Health. Purpose:
for public health. Maintained under Import (Radiation)
(Prohibition) Regulations.

(xiii) Dogs and Cats, by the Agriculture and Fisheries Department.
Permits which are subject to fees are required before importation,
supported by certificates of health, isolation and other
vaccination requirements against some major canine or feline
diseases etc., depending on country from which imported. Dogs and
cats from Most countries are subject to one or four months
quarantine depending on country from which imported, as well as
compliance with requirements. Purpose: for rabies prevention and
control, and to regulate the keeping and control of dogs and cats.
Maintained under Regulation 12, Dogs & Cats Regulations, Cap. 167.

(xiv) Mammals, birds, reptiles and their carcasses, by the Agriculture
and Fisheries Department. A special permit which carries a fee is
required before importation. The special permit must be obtained
beforehand for both permanent arrivals and temporary (e.g.
transhipment) arrivals. The terms (requirements) stated on the
special permit must be complied with in full. Purpose: to
prevent the introduction of infectious disease. Maintained under
Reg. 1,3 4(1) and 10(1) of the Public Health (Animals & Birds)
Regulations, Cap. 139.
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(xv) Plants, plant pests and soil, by the Agriculture and Fisheries
Department. Licences are required for import of plants, supported
by phytosanitary certificates. Prior authorizations are required
for import of plant pests for soil. Purpose: to prevent the
introduction and spread of plant pests. Maintained under Section
4, 7 and 8 of the Plant (Importation & Pest Control) Ordinance,
Cap. 207.

(xvi) Animals and plants of endangered species, and their parts and
derivatives, (including worked ivory and manufactured product of
certain species) by the Agriculture and Fisheries Department.
Licences are required before importation, supported by CITES
Export Permit. Purpose: to conform with the requirements of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES or Washington Convention). Maintained
under Section 4, Animals and Plants (Protection of Endangered
Species) Ordinance, Cap. 187.

(xvii) Dutiable commodities (tobacco, liquor, methyl alcohol, hydrocarbon
oils, cosmetics, non-alcoholic beverages and concentrates), by the
Customs and Excise Department. Importers (except dealers in
cosmetics, non-alcoholic beverages and concentrates) must be
licensed and removal permits are required. Purpose: to collect
excise duty. Maintained under Dutiable Commodities Ordinance,
Cap. 109.

(xviii) Dangerous drugs, by Department of Health. Imports must be covered
by import licenses which are issued to authorized dealers only.
Purpose: protection of public health. Maintained under
Section 4, Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Cap. 134.

(xix) Acetylating substances, by the Customs and Excise Department.
Importers and dealers must be licensed and removal permits are
required. Purpose: to suppress the manufacture of dangerous
drugs. Maintained under Acetylating Substances (Control)
Ordinance, Cap. 145.

(xx) Sand, by the Civil Engineering Services Department. Import
permits required. Purpose: to regulate importation. Maintained
under Section 3, Sand Ordinance, Cap. 147.

(xxi) Radio transmitting equipment, by the GeneLal Post Office. Imports
must be covered by import permits issued by the Telecommunications
Branch. Purpose: to control the use of telecommunications
services and telecommunication apparatus and equipment.
Maintained under Section 9, Telecommunication Ordinance, Cap. 106.

(xxii) Meat and poultry from countries with competent authorities
recognized by the Secretary for Municipal Services, by the
Municipal Services Bixancn. Each import is required to be
accompanied by an official certificate issued by the competent
authority. Purpose: protection of public health. Maintained
under Regulation 4 of the Imported Game, Meat and Poultry
Regulations, Cap. 132.
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(xxiii) Meat and poultry from any other countries and game and prohibited
meat from all countries, by the Municipal Services Branch. Prior
permission to import is required. Purpose: protection of public
health. Maintained under Regulation 4 of the Imported Game, Meat
and Poultry Regulations, Cap. 132.

(xxiv) Meat and poultry transhipped in the course of their journey from
the country of origin to Hong Kong, by the Municipal Services
Branch. Each import is required to be accompanied by a
transhipment certificate issued by the authority of the country in
which it was transhipped. Purpose: protection of public health.
Maintained under Regulation 4 of the Imported Game, Meat and
Poultry Regulations. Cap. 132. (This requirement does not apply
to meat and poultry imported into Hong Kong in sealed refrigerated
containers, provided that the importer establishes to the
satisfaction of the Municipal Services Branch that the seals of
the containers have remained intact and have not been tampered
with in any manner throughout their journey to Hong Kong.)

(xxv) Food containing added colouring matter, food containing metals,
artificial sweeteners and food containing artificial sweeteners,
food containing aflatoxins and/or erucic acid, and food containing
preservatives and/or antioxidants, by the Municipal Services
Branch. Imports not complying with the positive lists/maximum
permitted concentrations are prohibited. Purpose: protection of
public health. Maintained under the relevant subsidiary
legislation of the Public Health and Munici-e; Services Ordinance,
Cap. 132.

(xxvi) Frozen confections, milk and milk beverages, by the Municipal
Services Branch. For sale, prior approval of the source of
manufacture is required. Purpose: protection of public health.
Maintained under the relevant subsidiary legislation of the Public
Health and Municipal Services Ordinance, Cap. 132.

(xxvii) Milk and milk beverages, by the Municipal Services Branch. For
heat-treatment, prior permission is required. Purpose:
protection of public health. Maintained under the relevant
subsidiary legislation of the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance, Cap. 132.

(xxviii) Smokeless tobacco products, by the Municipal Services Branch.
Import is prohibited. Purpose: protection of public health.
Maintained under Regulation 3 of the Smokeless Tobacco Products
(Prohibition) Regulations, Cap. 132.

[MBPO153]
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Appendix II

Articles Exempted from import Declaration Requirements

(a) Transhipment r-rgo.

(b) Transit cargo (articles destined for a place other than Hong Kong and
passing through Hong Kong on the same ship or aircraft without
transhipment).

(c) Articles imported by the Government or the armed forces of the Crown.

(d) Ships' stores including bunker fuel. for use by or consumption on
board the vessel on which the stores are carried.

(e) Aircraft stores, including aviation fuel, for use by or consumption on
board the aircraft on which the stores are carried.

(f) Personal baggage, which does not include motor vehicles.

(g) Any postal packets the contents of which are valued at less than
HK$4,000 (US$513).

(h) Advertising materials or samples which are marked clearly as such and
supplied free of charge, and samples valued at less than HK$1,000
(US$128) used for the purpose of advertising.

(i) Articles imported solely for exhibition and to be exported after
exhibition.

(j) Articles imported after having been exported for exhibition.

(k) Articles imported under and in accordance with A.T.A. Carnet.

(1) Articles imported solely for use in a sports competition and to be
exported after the competition.

(m) Articles imported after having been exported for use in a sports
competition.

(n) Marine fish or other similar edible products arriving direct from
fishing grounds on fishing craft registered or licensed in Hong Kong.

(o) Gifts of a personal nature where no payment is or is to be made by the
receiver.

(p) Used empty freight containers and the like which are regularly
imported and exported and used solely for the carriage of articles
which are imported or exported.
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(q) Any aircraft part oz accessory imported by an air transport
undertaking operating air services on international routes, the
principal place of business of which is situated outside Hong Kong,
for the purpose of being:

i) used in the repair or maintenance of aircraft owned or chartered
by such undertaking or operated by it on any international air
route; or

ii) given in non-profitable exchange for any other aircraft part or
accessory to any other similar air transport undertaking for a
similar use.

(r) Any article imported by a transport undertaking operating sea or air
freight transport services on international routes, the principal
place of business of which is situated outside Hong Kong, for the
purpose of being used in the repair and maintenance of freight
containers operated by that undertaking in the '.ransport of goods by
sea or air on its international routes.

(s) Banknotes and coins after issue into circulation, being legal tender
in any country.

[MBPO154]
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Ref. :TL 202

TRADE DEPARTMENT

CUIDE TO IMPORT ANDEXPORTLICENSINGREQUIREMENTS

Under the Import and Export Ordinance (Chapter 60). the Reserved Comodities Ordinance (Chapter 2m),
the Oone Layer 7rotactlan Ordln :se end their eubldlarv leeisletion, lw-orts and exports ot certain articles
are subject to licensing cwtrol. All article subject to sport and export licensing control are deemed
"prohibited articles' for the purpose of theme three Ordinances. Hong long's import mid export controls are kept
oa minimum, and either ate. from her obligation under various international undertakings, or are applied for

health, safety or security reasons.

2. This pamphlet outlines Trad. Depertment'l licensing requirements and procedures. It should, however,
be noted that this pwaphlet serves only &s a general guide end In no way dome It detract froe or supersede the
provisions of the (rdinances and their subsidiary legislation. Furthermore, mince changea my be effected at
shnet notice, the information given here my not be completely up-to-date. Information on Import and/or export
control exercised by other Departents or the Hong Kong Government La briefly given In pars. 32 below.

IMSOT LXCERCL5

3. Imports of the following articles from any territory sust be covered by valid Import licences -

(a) Strategic cosodities ............................................a........ (se para. 23 below)
(b) Reserved comodities ....................... , . . " 24)
(c) Agricultural pesticides .................................................. 25 -
(dl Radloective substances and irradiating apparatus " 262
(e) Phormceutical produts and mdleldns ... 27 -
(fM TextLlea ..........C... . 21 " I
(q) Cold coins, Iron and steel imported from South Africa .................... 29
(h) Ozcne depleting substances ......... ............................. ....... 30

4. A person to w en Import licence har been Issued under the Iport end Export Ordinance, the Ozone
Loeer Protectiun Ordinance or the Reserved Commoditles Ordinance In respect of a "prohibited article" shall
present the licence to the ownr of the vessel, aircraft or vehicle In or on which the article was loported
within 7 day after Importation.

S. The owuer of a vessel. aircraft or vehicle In or on which any "prohibited article- Ls imported ahall
retain possession of the "prohibited article" until there is produced to him a licence issued under the Import
and Export Ordinance, th Resered ComooditIea Ordinance, the Ozone Layer Frctection Ordinsnce, or under som
other law In rmpdct of the 'prohibited article".

EORT LrC23

6. Exports of the followiN, articles to any territory mot be covered by valid export licences-

(C) Strategic comodities ...............................see (mm pars. 23 below)
Reserved emodties .....................................................(

Ccl Agricultural pesticides ................................................t 25 )
d) Phremaceutiel products en medicines . .................................... 27

Ce) Textiles ............................... . . .( m 20 .

If) Ozone depleting setace. . .......................... m 30 )

7. n Wen en export licence has bee lased under the Import and Expert Ordlnome, tthe Ozone Layer
Protection COtdimesce or the Reserved Comeeditie Ordinance In respect of a "prohibited article", the owner o* the
article diall, beft It io exo ted. deliver the licence to the ewror of the vessel, aircraft or vehicle In or
an ahich he inteeto escort It.

S. The ew et a vasseel. aircraft or vehicle shall rat accep a" 'prohibited article" for port In or
en V ovel, aiz'aft _ vele watlU there is podac to kin a valid expo licem Lsevd ader te.
relevant OrdiNo.

2uino anaomrcr zemm -

p. NeXbect to certain emyditi bang mt. eddppin eempenlee, airln es I eemd their appointed
aets registed with the Trade Depe1rt wnde the Trmdsipmemt Cor tnemptim Schem an esuqatad from

1_wr end QWt licensing reirmte In respect of certain types at trandtipmen 609. It dwoed, hseaver,
be anted "mt U. Sahee Is mt Intended 9W Smstere or eet .
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APPLICATION POWER

10. Applicationfor import and exportlicnceseshould be madeantheapprearencesforms standards fromen

(a) Import Licences-

(I, rVs. 3 (blUe)
() rVm 7 (whi) .

- ft. Iar other MmCuxl:eI
- for ioopeta of tentlisl

(1113) Smart LUesm ra - hr im1erW St 0Sean 0latINU wA1twmsioe

(b) report Lcuis -

(1i rFrmA (White
(II) rV. S 13u)
(1iii Vr. S (wt.e;z

- far expato of taztlso nat subject to quots strait;
- for exportsto textiles.bJoct to quote reateiat
- for expwrto other than taxulass

(1w) ieprt Licence Far. - r*r expata af srs dapletlap awbutanems.

it. Impot and export licence form motioned abeve we available fa male from -

(a) Covernent Pullbicati Centre.
G"., Co..ral Pet Offlom Oulding.
Cawnnem"t Place.
ong Rare

(to) Tre Departhent.
Collectin Office.
at?., Rom GM.
Ocean Centre,
S Canto Road, alaOM

Porn-. available only up-on application to the TextIle Contrel. Ragistratio Regisbty at th Trade Deprtment In
Room 153 Ocean Centro. I restricted to them companies who are reistered with Wm Trade Departeant for
textle control purpose_.

The qpplicati, foor are mold at -

9119 Set/a

rare 3
Verm 4

ra s
Vaea 6
rema 7
Impart Licence rore
Expert Lic1'ce Yaw

15.00
20.00
2.00

20.00
10.00
15.00
17.00
17.00

20
21
1

25
20
20
25
25

A14MICATION FMOCXV-

Sutomloain at Aelicatilne

12. To aveid delay in preparing,. 1i mice epplcLtn iheuld bo properly aompleted VWd, hare, na sary
(ee. paragrophs 25. 25 ad 27 bela-), prior endersemet free relevant authorities obtoined hafte aEiaaimu

te Pe!eting Camters of th Trade Daport- ot at -

(a) Noadeeotsm..
crr., Oemi Contre,
Canto fto_.
mlewm

(b) " Cow Subb-Offie,
2/V., Narber building.
35 Pier Read,
N .Ng

(e) Airport R1ami," WA mIng4 Cmter.
Ram 131, s/n., Naw Carye OfficI Sle,.
_tg l Airpart.
Kewlam

Applicnto WVrq* estod th eat. cst licence applications for Ozn depleting MAw*a ,e willonly be Collected
at Trdef Depba st Headqurt..

13. Tle pWIpe m w.11 be glee a reterenco une I recelpt bearg tLhs vu9er wil1 be Iamed t the
aPplLcant. This recent iw latetbr pe seneds to the toali camtw at VW - Promis oan genlet
tVi Owego 1iemm.
34. tis? wrml cir1ositawa, awliestlen far Impart Lcence ram 7, IWart Liwanum 7am 4 ad 3 ad
imor en amut. 1IONm tar SOmn d"petng aubtangm ae 1lpreaed 2 clew woring das aft. 0akntsid1.
;_ ste. thr IMPart ULiM F S and Wxp UCc"i TO 6 am pwed in 1.4 ster a0*b" day t
~i~eiem.Clew eatin do"ay ldef Wen day of substation of th. appllAntien, NW IstarvINac SUdays ad

ptffi@ holid . Int_ hemin eaimfr best@ 1mot inpsla t _0ear 3. 54 _ 50. on ,
rumor Swam Cadre., Reasons.

Aokmw*n of Lmm

IS. Peuartlamlr an an eprwodiprtoww Ulieme Cm be men edoly by an inthmlewd efficer at Wm
Waft Separbomt. Sft an amw&t l y tie oppliet miaW eatifytbo Depatet An aitim k8
anmld be mmpied by Ow seple or the eslewant Useme Wamed Swe*sod alftleme at or dts to
manm ed lapartqert Uow An= _fttan..

"....
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1i. Enterprise Concerninglicensing requirementand proceducresmay beas following

(a) Textile 23...

si Diviala,. tentile- Cntrals

..
PV1 ..........a....................................... .......

Frac .......................................e........
11nal. and Italy ...........................!...............
3..ma* mid Irelad ............................................
Swing and Tranfer uota ..............................................
Lemming for n trald It . sample cesing ......................
Zapediti e t t e rt icn .........................

3-73723/D
3-737201^02/307
3-7373305
3-7372316
3-737226
3-7372535/31
3-73722
3-73727

Narth Atarica Divislmn. Textile Contrals

USA CAt quotaotepr O (pPM .................................... q3-7372355n5o/
USA, Mr qut ate e tzppl) ..........uoa..e..e............................... 3-7372356/31
USA Cotton 6 MW UA ctagese l) .................................(eppereli*3-737m 4
llSA WoVol etegorise ...................................................... 3-7372576/50
USA. Cat. 313. 315. 317. 311 and 60. Cotton I 86F LA cateagrlee
I 1on-appr.1) ...............* 3-7..72S3
USA. Sample Ricaning. non-reetralned elnsing ...........................* 3-7372360
Canada .................................................................... 3-7372336-3
Swi, ..................................... . 3-7372331
Transfer of Quotas nn 3-737U34

Other Reglins DOlvi ln. Textile Controls

Seden and Switzerland .............. ......................

Autri- .....................................................I..... ...
Xorway. Finland and SmpleLicensing ..................................
Other Pon-restrained Markets ................................. ............

Sopm t Licensing for textiles....... . . .. ..........

Swing and Transfer of Quota. ........... .................

3-7372495
3-7372337
3-7372341
3-7372338/335/410
3-7372340
3-7372337

(hi Item ether than Textiles

Trade Licensing (on-textIle) Section .................................... 3-737M55/520
Strategic Cmodlties Section ........................ ........... 3-737247/321
Reeed Co odlte Section .........................3..................... -3 25

17. Airport and expert controls wnder tes lapert and Zyport Ordinance. the Igeared CemmodIltm Ordinance
mnd Ozene Layer Prtection Ordinance apply to all prohibited article oncept articles la trwlt'.

Is. Artie In t -mwit mwn an article which -

(a) ta hmuit Into 1ang em olely for the purpe of taking It met cf Nang Cag md

(b) rmoso at all time In r an the vesel, aircraft _ vdcle IJ ar an kich It to brwmaht Into _

II. !auart' mw _o take, _ coee to be token, out et Nang Unm wy article str t an article In
ber It.

20. el te meeme to bring, or caue to be hrowgkt. Into H Kang an article eer than an article In

n1. 'oner'm o v

(of ia respct of artirlel ew erper"" being se hding himef Mt to be tie Nor, iprter. exporter.
consignse. _egt ar pewenIin peeeeeeion af. r bemicialy Anta ea An. -Favia an Mitral orf.
or pewer *C dispmtim ser. the artile; md

CM in reqspet ofr a weeael airaf a m04S s-

fil U regisftoe senor and my perse. leading emaeUf Mt to be am Macea,

(U) myr parean ecti ng agegnt for Me eawoo In Uneta with the heitg or gorge eamIed in a
em OnMosimel. elteroft or onbkIelp

CIII, my Personhetom e onceel, alowtrwaftle" kw bern Uraw" or Miee amm

(1D mny pertn Sa-ing for th Wm being tw santral or ingemet Se V l. edqwoft w

.iin
32. ~ srbibibed mrtilen maw my article

(5I the ingt or aewa of hichis peokbited uner Wm goawIaim of Mm iqat ad 11rt Ordimmm and
On amered _mditie0 Ordinmowe
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(b) the import or export or which is permitted subject to the rerm and conditions of a licence:or

(c) the import or export of which is prohibited or controlled under any other lay.

13. Strategle am sties, sea cesmodtle-s set eut In the Schedule to the boWt t (Strategic
Cl p of which are available ftm the Govermnt Publicatium Centre at G/., eeai
Prst Office D"ildinm, COwwut Plc, g Kom. Tel. Me. 3-Z11377.

notes

(1) Product. much _ high apeed digital coputer. eramuble official disks hard disk drivel, high
relutian (ever 1204 X 1624 pixels) graphic salters, high ped (ever 30 paga per sinutsl lser
printers, high capaity memy Integrated circuit. and ftered. ro..-. -- btrelled digital private
suaematic branch exchange. ae ne conidered tI be strategic c dties. Lcence applicatlsm
scoring Imports awd exper t ofes =ditlea submItted to the Trade Dertbant will be Internally
passed th the Clasuification Uit of the Strategic Comodlies Section for a decision _ to whethsr th
c--itle, ae In tact covered by the Schedule to the Import and Report (Strategic Comeaditles)
regulation. As such, applicants should attach, to their licence applIcetim, braclurea/catoalegwm
giving adequate tachuicel detail. of the comsedities aider application.

(2) Detailed licensing procedures relating to Isporte and euporet of strategic commodities are set cut in a
separate pasphlet, sva Ible tree ot charge from the Strategic Commoditles Section ot the Trade
Department at fRoe. 1=A, 13/P., Ocean Centre, Canton Road. Kowloon. Tel. No. 3-7372437, 3-7372471 and
3-7372321.

(31 Arm and ams'a1tlen are classified an strategic co odltle. Applicatloen covering imports and exporto
of g9w etc. should be supported by a licence for possession or a dealer's licence Issued by the Royal
Hong long Pollce force at Police Headquarters, Arsenal St., I/.. Vanchal, Honag Kon. Tel. oe.
5-204264 bU. -14.

(4S Exploeivea szr clasuified so strategic commodities. Applications covrirng imports and exports et
explosiveseust have the prior endorsement of the Mince Division. Lbour Department before aubmission
to the Trade Deprteent for processing. The Mines Division ia situated at S/r., Canton Road GovCearvnt
Oftites., 313 Canton Road, Kowloon. Tel. Mo. 3-7332382.

24. nserv~ed commodities' scans commodities aet out In the Schedule to the Reserved Comoditla (Control
of I-ports, Exports and Reaerve Stocks) Rpgulationa, which are a-

C) Rim, vith or without hiuk, and killed or uniilled.

(bl Frozen or chilled beef, mutton end pork, Including veal. Imb, and all offala.

(c) Proesn paultr, Including -

(1i the carcsea of a dossmti.a foal, duck, goose or turkey

(11) any part ef any wick carcama; or

(iii) any part of any bird mentioned in paragraph (tlof this Item, other than a pert mentloinad In
paragraph (ii or (iii. which Ia edible or which Is used In the properatien of food.

Notes

(Ii Isport licenced for reserved comodities Isported for local consumption are issued only to coRani
registered with the Directir of Trade wider the Reserved Cosmoditles (Central of Ispor . Experts ad
Rere Stekes Regulatioemss approved .tockholdera of such commodities.

(2i Impart licenes for frozen _ast cr frozen poul try must be supported by valid health certificatma Issued
by the recognized authority of the exporting country convened or by mpcific prier approval ftm the
Muticlpal Servi es brenc. Government Secretariat.

(3) No licence is re red far the Import or expert of any rerd co odity In tha paraonal luggage of a
paraon for pereanl consumption or * gifts, In an meont nwt exceeding 15 kg.

25. el t d moomany Insecticide, fugicidse herbicides,_stecie, molluecicids or any
subetAn ht jric norganic) having yny of the prertie of -

la) Eentweng or repelling any Insect, site, molleoc. ,mmafte Ang baterim. viraoor ether Past
capable of destroying or dmgisg plants

(lb directy or indectly centerrolling the atvity of, or prevent or mitigag th imm effet an
p1mb at, My asb pset;

(ci detvyiimg megas

id) soi 0a bifd or mimi repellent, giant gp" velatirsfelit or desionas.

Net.

Lion= appUntiono verl g Leports o exp torts of rimletl poetisidas 11 have tW prior
derioeesm by Wo Agricltue amid Visharies DpCtent bafra mobiaeia Is g oTrade fsparet for

piesesig. Te Igricaltore mid Pisheries psoarsont is aint at 12/V. - u/V., Conta Rasi loveemet
Of imer, 30 C , dE4slee. W. Ism. 3-732163.
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-A. "Redicationve subtecom" and "irrediting appreatus"meantheseiteminthe schemeSchedle to VWts
import (OaIdetlmin) 4Prehbuleiz IUagimim.

Import lieneo mr itamed way 6D haidera of Roiectiwe lubstanome Liemnesm or Ru'rediatIn ,;rotL=ILconism Lamed by thm OBadatiem Umard. Enqwirim sbmald be .mad to Wm Radiation Halm fu ait at the
Dmvarboont GE Heltb at 4W., stoning Flmw. la mrsm Avenu, Winng Kemp. Tel. NO. 5.-600,.

27. Phmrmmcsuica~prmdct and "mmdicinea &wia may mubetamu or _ixtm at suht emm anulmetwed,
mold, sqplsid or of fd for Dm10 or mqpply for m in -

(a) the diagnolim, trsmbsnt, mitlgation. alleviation or prevention et dimass or wry symptom thereot;

(bI the diagnosis, trtent, mitigation, alleviation of ny abnormal phycal or phywielogical atato or
any symptom thereot

(cl altering, modifying, correcting or restoring any organic funeton;

In human bengs or In animals.

Licence applications covering imports of exports of pharmaceutical products ard medicine eat have the
prior *ntcomint of the pharmacy and Polmons board before subeisdion to the Trade Dapartbsnt for
processing. To obtain the endorsement of the Board, applicants should approach the Pharaceutical Import
and Uport Control Section of the Dopertaemit of Health at 3/7., Centrs Point, I3-185 Gloucester Rood,
Wsnchai, Heng Xong. Tel. Po. 5-7535436

20. 'Textiles' includes any natural or artificial fibre products amd any cobination of natural and
artificial fibrproducto In the form of yrn, fabrics, garments or other sanufactured article.

29. told coins, Iron and steel Imported from South Africa are subject to licensing control by the Trade
Department vnder the Import Prohibition (South Africa) (No. 21 Regulationr. However, Import licence application.
covering such articles will be approved only in certain circumstances.

io. 'Ozorw_ depletlng substances refer to the aubstancee set oat In the schedule to the Ozone Layer
Protection Ordinance I.e. scheduled mubatmacem as follows -

Chemical Wne Common Warn

CrC:3 - Trichlorofnoromothone CcZi

cricl2 - Dichlorodfluoromothano CrCl2
CF3PC13 - TrIchlerotrifluoroethans clMS

C2 rC2 - Dlcloerotetrafluroothone CF14
C271Cl - Chloropntaflenrotothanm CMlS

A scheduled mubatanom In subject to control whether existing alos or in a mixture but does not inclafe a
substance that is -

(t) in a asnufactord product (other than one md solely for the transportation or stars" of the
oubtance) end the abestence Is weed In the oertion of the product or the mare diqmning of th
contents of the product cenetitutem the Intended we of the muatanes or

(ii) port of a anowfactured product solely bea substance wn mmmd In the procema of ammctaring
the proet.

nete

1ort mud sort license ar ised only to companies registered with the Knvironatal Protection
Depetoont. All import et echedelod aubeteneem for local eeonuptior ar subject to avllability of
heldiage hold by the importer. Itagilee relating to products tswda contrl, roistratianm of
£port~ra/uportwro end quota alloaction suld be directed to the nwiramneta. Protection Depm *, Air
Policy Group,26/7., SoutherCentre, 130 Honmmy Roed,Vanal, H gon. Tel. fs. O51009 and

2qportmad !M t Qlamtimrno
, Ga.der the tmport wad mport (Nettrmtian) Nagulatimn, my person whe Sporto or srtso-ownrt

&W arkee (s1m the, an Mmmptmd w-tic3O is required to ledge whf U. Cissier et Cotow md Exseim an
mno and eaiptst imot or ampart/re-am t de adretioU within 14 de" o . tho importation or eVW tion
of Usricle. nqairim about lodgemet ol seek declarStimam be nde to taaee StetietianOlia et
a7nr., P - _ Tewer 2, 12 HImbow Road, Vaidal, Hg Rang. tel. no. 4C1o - 62301.2 (11 linm).
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Import and Export _Controls by Other Deprtmente
Controls a lmprto a0dr epoeo af th follovig items are exercised by otbor Departmento of the

Kong covermeet z-

Departasn

Ca) Agricalture
Fisheries
Department

(b) - o -

Cc) - do -

C) - do -

(a) - do -

Ito.

and - Import and

traashipmet/traneit
of Mi1cals,birds and
reptiles

Import and
transhipment/transit
of does and rets

Export of ioutry
carcasses er p try

product to certain
ilildilid coutries

Import of plants,
plant pest$ and soil

Import and export of
endangered pecies
whether alive or dead
or their parts or
derivatives; these
are controlled as
scheduled plants,
scheduled animals,
and scheduled parts
and derivatives

Legal Authority

Public ealtb (Animals
a Sirn) Ragulatioas,
Cap. 139

Dogs and Cats
Regulations, Cap. 167

Poultry (Slaughtering
for Export)
Regulations, Cap. 139

plant (Importation
and Pest Control)
Ordinance, Cap. 207

Animals a plants
(Protection of
9ndengerrd Species)
Ordinance, Cap. 1I7

9Equirles should be made to

Canton Rood Government Offices,
12/F. - 14ir.,
393 Canton Road,

Kouloon
Yel. lb. 3-7332142 & 3-7332161

- do -

Tel. Ib. 3-7332142
3-7332161

- do -

- do -

Tel. No. 3-7332162

- do -

Tel. Ib. 3-7332125

(f) - de - Export of say local
Wild plant. or any

Jprt of it

(g) - do -

Customs G ecise
Department

CI) -d -

(3) Civil

Services
Doperte

Export Of any

protected wild animal
art of a proeted

wild animal, killed or
takes is Hong KoAg; or

export of any nest or
egg of any protected
wild asiodl taken to
Monk Kong

Import and export of
dutiable coeodities
(toacco, Isur.
methyl alcohol,
hydrocarbon *il
cosmetics,
eoe-elahol ic
beverages and

concentrated)

Imprt A expect of

mport of sand

Forest and Countryside
ordinance, Cap. 94

Wild Animals Protection
Ordinance, Cap. 170

Dutiable Comodities
Ordinance, Cap. 1Ot

Acetylating Substances
(Control) ordinance,
Cap. 145

Sand -Ordimame,

Cap. 147

- do -

Tel. Mo. 3-7332124

- do -

Tel. No. 3-7332125

Dutiable Coodities Office,
21F., Barbour building,
38 Fier 3d. U.K.
Tel. OD. 5-8523027 (Permits)

"-3523032 (Liceness)
Kowloo Sub-Office,
Canton Rood Cvernmt Offices
1loF., 393 Canton ad., KCi.
Tel. bo. 3466065 (Permits)

do

materialo "vision,
Gootecblical Control Office,
Moom 9C.0̂, 9117 90w
tet Wing, nsishatul Centre,
Trsmoawtoui East,

roiwloo
Tel. No. 3-721k*6

1(k) ....

,L
Kong

It
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(k)Labour Repretment Importandexport of(K) Lebess Heperteset Impoert sod expert of

MHnes DiviDICO3 eraRocaves

(k) Deptent of . Import .nd expert of
Department of Healthengerses das

(a) poat office

(a) Royal rang Kong
police Ftoes

WS loicial
services Iroebc,
Coveret
Seeretariat

(pP Dwisoeintil.
feetotsctA

import _ad expert of
radio tramsmicti%

l-oert NWd tsrt of
aresad ue Ism

Imprt of
artificial sweeteners

loos seifieiol
euet~eor esset
be iewprtiod

ttaeiu to f

Tor

ImarteItioxpt

fedO .t eiaiua
Preservtive andr

socgioni-os

V odetsW M
prbib"10

Qf camq
a 0~AU

ogerlJleberi

Coeersh) ftoltlee,
Cop. 2"5

Degoerzos arago
Ordies, cap. 134

To leeelscniatie
Ordiesec, Cap. 16W

itresroe MAd _itis
Ordlooses, Cap. 230

Fablic Healtb sad
Husnlipal Services
Ordiesnee, Cap. 132
and Its subsidiary
regvelatios

Orou Lys

It. a~edJ eamdm

eelrleo 4d be isto
JFv.. Came bed em et

393 Caste 11al.
1mi.

Tel. 11. 31332362

3/f., Castre bot,
Itl-lU5 Cloweeeter Fbad,

Tel. lb. 5-731436

Tel mlecesofice ,
_es eg Ft Of tier,

51?., sister* Deilding,
73,3 Des Wes bRad aetral,

Tel. ft. 5-65294
pollee Ueadqereers.
Cli.. Caise bow" PAuses.
Arsemel Street, Wasebei,

Tel. go. 5-234264 lbt. 314

Food Section,
muicipal Services
Irsamb.
IO/r.. Narbeer Centras
25 Wsrbeur Sed,
NoBg beg.
Tel. lb. 5-741455 W. 39

Air PoliCy OrW,

mom ft"se bdbd.i
TSd OD. S54513

5-8U

besft DOet"M
aU_AM,

MOVIed &JWut in


