
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON RESTRICTED
L/4020/Add.17

TARIFFS AND TRADE 12 avril 1990
Limited Distribution

Original: French

GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES

Notification by Switzerland

Addendum

The following communication dated 8 March 1990 has been received from
the Swiss delegation and is circulated for the information of contracting
parties. The annex contains statistics on imports in 1989 by Switzerland
from developing countries.

In 1989, Switzerland imported goods of a value of Sw F 6,986 million
from developing countries covered by the Swiss scheme of tariff preferences
(1988: Sw F 6,365 million). The share of developing countries in total
imports was 7.3 per cent (1988: 7.7 per cent). Imports admissible under
preferences reached a total value of Sw F 4,925 million
(1988: 4,114 million). In 1989, the utilization rate was 37 per cent
(1988: 35 per cent). Nevertheless, if one excludes precious stones and
precious metals (Chapter 71) which are subject to very low duties and for
which preferences are very rarely requested, the rate is around 65 per
cent. In this context, we would recall that the Swiss scheme of
preferences does not provide for any quantitative restriction.

As regards the least-developed countries for which special advantages
have been granted since 1 July 1982, their exports to Switzerland reached a
total of Sw F 108 million in 1989 (1988: Sw F 109 million). Those
eligible for preferences reached Sw F 51 million (1988: Sw F 42 million)
and the utilization rate was 67 per cent (1988: 56 per cent).
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