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The following information has been submitted by the delegation of Ireland in
accordance with the programme of work laid down in document TN.64/Me/5.

I. Existing beef policies

(i) Support prices: guaranteed prices, guide prices, intervention prices

There are no support prices, guaranteed prices, guide prices or intervention
prices in operation for cattle and beef generally but under a Beef Export Subsidy
Scheme operative since 1 February 1965, the equivalent of the guarantee payment
payable on fat cattle in the United Kingdom is paid on exports to the United
Kingdom of good quality carcasses of fat bullocks and heifers.

(ii) Market prices for cattle

The yearly average liveweight prices of fat cattle and store
Dublin market during the last five years were as follows:

bullocks at(iii) Totalproducers'return
The producers' return is as shown at (ii) above.

assistance payments or subsidies.
There are no separate

Calendar year Fat cattle Store bullocks

USA per kg. USA per kg.

1961 34 36
1962 35 38
1963 34 38
1964 42 44
1965 44 46
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(iv) Inventoryand costs of aids and subsidies

With a view to increasing cow numbers a grant of £15 per head is paid on
each additional heifer added to a herd. The cost since this grant scheme was
introduced in January 1964 has been £3,036,000 in the financial year 1964/65
(i.e. 1 April 1964-31 March 1965) and £2,729,000 in the financial year 1965/66.
The cost of the Beef Export Subsidy Scheme referred to at (i) above has been
£43,000 in 1964/65 and £89,000 in 1965/66.

(v) Total quantityand value of production

ESTIMATED OUTPUT OR PRODUCTION

Number-of cattle Value

('000 head)

1961 1,208
1962 1,065
1963 1,126
1964. 1,137
1965 9621

1Prel iminary estimates.

(vi) Measures at the frontier

(million US$)

191.5
- 164.4 .

173.3
196.0
175.81

Customs duties on beef imports are as follows:

Beef and veal (fresh, chilled or frozen): 6d.
and 4d preferential (10.3? per kg.).

per lb. (15.4? per kg.)

Beef in sealed containers: £11.4s. per cwt. (61.7? per. kg.)from all
countries. There are no other charges on, or in connexion with imports.

Imports of cattle and beef are permitted freely from Northern Ireland but
imports from other sources are subject to restriction on animal health grounds
and also to quantitative restrictions. Limited numbers of high quality breeding
animals are permitted to be imported from Britain and the continent under
stringent veterinary conditions, including the completion of a quarantine period.
Imports of canned beef are permitted from -the following countries. if. certified
by the competent veterinary authorities in those countries to have been effectively
sterilized: United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, United States and Canada.

_|_

___



TN.64/Me/W/20
Page 3

II. Incidence on meat reduction of policies on cereals and dairyproducts

(i) Estimated volumes and pricesof cereals used for intensive fattening
of cattle

Figures of quantities of cereals used for intensive fattening of cattle
are not available. Prices were as follows:

AVERAGE YEARLY RETAIL PRICES IN TOWNS

(US$ per metric toil)

Maize meal Barley meal Whole oats

1961 92 80 76
1962 94 81 79
1963 96 o8 74
1964 99 81 75
1965 1io1 851 84

Estimates

The quantities of cereals used for intensive fattening do not exceed
50,000 tons per annum.

Origin: Maize - imported.
Barley and oats - home-grown.

(ii) Evolution of ratio between cereal prices and fat cattle prices

The yearly average retail prices of maize meal, barley meal and whole
oats in towns and prices to producers of fat cattle at Dublin market were:
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Maize meal Barley meal Whole oats Fat cattle

(1) (2) (1) (2) (1) (2) (3) (2)

1961 8.89 100 7.783 100 7.35 100 34 100
1962 9.12 103. 7 . 3 101 7.65 104 35 103
1963 9.30 105 7.72 99 7.12 97 34 100
1964 9.58 108 7.85 101 7.25 99 421 124
1965 9.64* 108* 827* 106* 8.1C* 110 1 44 129

Estimates

(1) US? per kg.
(2) Index numbers to base 1961=100
(3) US? per kg. (liveweight).

(iii)Total producerns for milk

The average price received-by producers of milk used for processing in
recent years (skim milk returned free) was:

US? per litre

1961 5.14
1962 I 5.14
1963 5,37
1964 5.88
1965 5.96
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(iv) Evolution of ratio between the prices of fat cattle, liveweight
basis, and milk prices

The yearly national average retail prices of milk and prices to producers
of fat cattle at Dublin market were:

v)- Estimated quantity and value of beef and vealproduction from dairy
herds; and comparative evolution of the dairy cattle herd and of
the intensivelyfed beef herd in relation to total cattle herd

The bulk of Ireland's beef is derived from crossing beef bulls with dairy
type cows. Separate beef herds are not commonly kept.

III. Internal prices

(i) Wholesale prices

Only a very small proportion of the total beef supply is distributed through
wholesale channels and detailed information on wholesale prices is not available.



TN.64/Me/W/20
Page 6

(ii) Retailprices or consumer prices

The following were the annual national average retail prices for beef:

(iii) Cost of marketing

Gross costs, including retailers' profit margin,
25 per cent of the selling prices.

are estimated at about

(iv) Chargeson wholesale and retail sales of meat

Cattle for the home market trade are usually purchased by butchers on the
open market, i.e. at fairs and marts; those butchers slaughter the animals at
their own premises or at municipal abattoirs. The largest cattle market and
largest municipal abattoir are at Dublin. The toll charge at the Dublin market
is ls.3d. a head for cattle (6d. for a calf) and in addition, there is a

weighing charge of 6d. a head. The slaughtering charges at the Dublin abattoir
are as follows:

Cattle 5s. each, calves 2s. each.

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

US? per kg.

Beef

Round steak 113 116 119 139 162
Sirloin 127 131 135 162 187
Rib 94 95' 97 112 129
Shoulder 84 85 87 99 113
Neck 77 77 78 90 103
Corned brisket 59 59 59 67 76
Liver 79 79 81 89 99
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IV. International prices

(i) Information on the levels of international prices

The average annual f.o.b. prices of fresh or chilled and frozen beef
shipped to main export markets were:

(it) Data on the conditions of price formationin international markets

Except in the case of the United Kingdom market Ireland's supplies of cattle
and beef do not have a major offeet on prices in export markets. Because of
wide variations in quality of beef and the conditions (especially temperature)
under which it is marketed there has to be some doubt about the possibility of
establishing representative scales of prices for the products and especially
about the feasibility of maintaining such prices.

(iii) Concrete data on export subsidies and exportaids

The only export subsidy or aid is the Beef Export Subsidy already referred
to at I(i) above. The average rate of the subsidy for the financial year
1965/66 was US$27 per metric ton.

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

(US$ per metric ton)
Beef, fresh or chilled

exported to:

Great Britain 655 687 686 | 734 761
Germany, Fed. Rep. of 654 677 681 1 745 749
France - 806 899 890 898
Netherlands - 610 698 633
Switzerland 1,172 1,444 1,452 1,551 J.,616
Italy 866 908 712 799 989
Average for all export markets 666 695 717 772 778

Beef, frozen exported to:

Great Britain 51.9 566 84o 840 928
Germany, Fed. Rep. of 588 686 783 740 903
France 825 826 1,014
Sweden 1,076 1,271 1,381 1,044 1,235
United States 807 j 781 770 794 831
Average for all export markets 802 790 786 835 922
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(iv) Information on stocking capacities

The bulk of Ireland's beef exports is exported in fresh or in lightly
cooled form. Capacity -for storing frozen beef is limited:.

V.Bilateralagreementsaffectingimportsand

(a) Free-Trade Area Agreement

Under this Agreement which will come into operation on 1 July 1966 the
waiting period during which Irish cattle have to be held on United Kingdom farms
before they qualify for guarantee payments under the British fatstock guarantee
scheme will be reduced from three to two months. Irish exports of store cattle
to the United Kingdom in 1965 were valued at £31 million, representing about
20 per cent of Ireland's total exports to that market.

Also under the Agreement the United Kingdom Government are extending
annually to 25,000 tons of Irish carcass beef the full benefit of the guarantee
payments made under the fatstock guarantee scheme to British producers.

(b) Meat Agreement with the UnitesStates

Under an Agreement of February 1964, the Irish Government agreed...to limit
exports of beef and veal to the United States to a total of 34,000 long tons in
calendar year 1964., 35,300 tons in 1965 and 36,600 tons in 1966. In subsequent
years there will be an increase corresponding to the estimated rate of increase
in the total United States market for those meats. The Agreement is subject to
a triennial review, the first such review will take place no later than
1 October 1966.

VI. Data on production imports, exports and consumption of beef

Production, exports, imports and consumption of beef since 1961 were as

follows:

_ 1962 1963 1942 1965i~
('000 metric tons)

Production' 328 | 267 294 301 n.a.
Exports 285 222 246 255 n.a.
Consumption 43. 45 48 46 n.a.
Imports 40 26 ! 36 38 n.a.

Exports and imports of live animals for breeding and slaughter included.
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One of the major aims of Ireland's Second Programme for Economic Expansion
is to increase cattle output from 1,126,000 in 1963 to 1,500,000 (i.e.
375,000 metric tons approximately) in 1970, an increase of 33 per cent. This
will involve raising cow numbers to about 1,700,000 in 1968 (1,550,000 as at
1 June 1965). The greater part of this increased output will be exported.

VII. Tren total percaput consumptionofall types of meat including
estimates for 1970, in relation to available income, retail rice and
percentageof consumer expendituredevoted to meat

The per caput consumption of the
as follows:

various types of meat in recent years was

1961 1965

(kgs. per year)
Meat

Beef 15.2 15.8 16.8 16.3 n.a.
Veal 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 n.a.
Pigmeat 22.8 23.3 23.7 25.7 n.a.
Mutton and lamb 10.6 11.2 11.3 11.2 n.a.
Poultry 5.2 5.3 6.1 6.8 n.a.
Horseflesh - - _
Other (including
offals) 10.9 11.1 10.2 8.8 n.a.

Total meat 64.8 66.9 68.3 69.0 nea.

n.a. = not available.

VIII.- Sanitary orveterinary regulations affecting the level of beefimports;
IX. andimport policiesfor live cattle

In view of Ireland's dependence on livestock, the maintenance of the
country's freedom from foot and mouth disease is a major objective of agricultural
policy. Imports of cattle and beef (except from Northern Ireland) are
accordingly subject to almost complete prohibition, the only imports being
(a) limited numbers of high-class breeding stock and (b) canned beef from
certain countries - see I(vi) above.

- - ^ - - - -
1962 1 196,3 1 i1964 1


